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Residents answer W’s T-shirts benefit work of hospices

2

poll on health care

In December of
1991, the Michi-
gon Henlth Care
Poll, commls-
wioned by a group
of health care pro-
viders, was con-
ducted by the
Pubiic Sector
Conaultants of
Lansing. Eight
hundred  Michi.
gan  rosidenta
were interviewed.
The results ore quite interesting. [
though you might like to sce the
types of questions asked and the
anxwers recelved,

When asked what peuple thought
waxs the higgest problem facing
Michigan, most stated that the first
wus o need fov moro jobs and the
scconil was aflfordable health care,
Individuals 55.64 were nmony those
wha saw uffordable health care a8
the state’s higgest problem, Two-
thirda believe that the state or fed-
eral government should bear the
buzden of medical care costs while
77 percent were opposed to seducing
the availability of health services as
a methnd to be used to control
costy.

Although concerned with crime
and criminals, more than 400 peo-
ple interviewed believe that health
cnre shoulk be given a higher priori.
1y than prisoos, Limits an pay-
ments from  muslical malpractice
Tawsuits were favored by 76 percent
of those nnwwering the quuestion-
naire while 44 percent believe that
incompetent physlcians and other
health care professionnals are a ma-
jor reasunx contrihuting to the high
costs of medicnl malpractice suits
and inxurance.

In regurd to doctors, 58 percent
agreed that physicions should be
alile to Jegally help their tezminally
i1t pntients end their life. 1t was nlso
fuundl thot low-income respondents
were more likely thun even older
adults 16 report declining health,
This vould be due to the fact that
Jow-income persons cither do not
have nceesn to proper henlth care or
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cannot afford it.

When the people surveyed wero
anked to name the greatest threat to
thelr own health cancer wan listed
by 3t percent, 25 percent said af-
fording medical Insurance and 11
peecent atated that toking caro of
older famlly members woa detri-
mental to their own health,

This is Just & sampling of tho
questions asked on the survey,
However, one fact is quito obvious,
Health care and effordable health
care is of great concern not only to
older ndults but te all Michigan cit-

When it comes to celebrating a
birtlclay, W mogazine Is coing it
with style and in a unique woy.

The fashion magoezine turned 20
years old this year. Created from its
“mother publication,” Women's
Wear Daily, it hok been “taking the
fashions from the runways In Paris
to people all aver the world” for two
decades, And that might explain
why its biethday cclebration hos a
workdwhle bent and its birthday
present ia going to seven AIDS hos-
plce nervices.

Six of the top designers — Glor-
gio Armani, Karl Lagerfeld, Donnn
Kuran [spoc Mizrahi, Calvin Klein
and Jean Paul Gaultier — didn't

grant and furnished with the help of
e K mort Comp.

HSEM prealilent and chief execu-
tive offices Carolyn Fitzpatrick Cas-
sin hopes the T-shirt sales will pro.
vide chough money to open n see-
ond unit on Detroit’s castalde.

“We found the most pressing
need in the last few years wos [n the
core of AIDS patients,” aho sakl.
“We did it in the home for four
yenrs before opening our AIDS unlt
In Detroit. The 16 beds were filled
in the fiest two montha and now we
have o waiting list."

Presently, § percent of HSEM's
natients have AIDS.

Cassin in excited sbout the T-
rhirt promotion and agency's “new

hip™ with J

izens. What won of
ext to mo was the number of people
who believe that caregiving, for an
oliler kpouse, relative or friend, Is a
dlirect threat to the caregiver's own
henlth,

Indeed coregiving 1s a difficult
Job andl one thst con be qulte detel-
mental to the physlcal and emo-
tional health of the caregiver and
wven other family members, Often
caregivers do not know there are
agencles and organizations te help,
They may not know how to contact
these ngencies either, or that many
of the services are bascd on an abil.
ity-to-pay, sliding-scale fce. Some
of them are free.

In certain instances Medicare or
Medicald will help with the costs.
The best place to seck Enformation
Ix at your local area agency on aging

1 specifi

»say no whon { by the
lar intee- ne to design i
T.shirts, They are being sold

through selective retailers, includ.
ing Jacolhwon stores in Livonia, Bir-
mingham, Rochester, Grosse
Puinte, Ann Arbor and Dearborn, at
$20 each.

"We've lost o lot af very famoun
designers to AIDS and we decided
we wanted te glve something back
to the community anil the people
who have supported us with this
spectacular  Thshirt  promotion,”
#nil Stephanie George, publisher of
W mugazine ot a kick-off tea nt
J Y3 il store July

baan's, laud-
ingg the retailer for Its “commitment
to the community and its willing.
ness to take a leadership rolo” In
forwardlng the work of hospices,

She also had praive for W maga-
zlne.

“Um wvery impressed that the
publikhers of W magazine realize
the importance of hoapice care for
people with AIDS." she sald. “The
number of people with AIDS ia in-
creasing every year, #o there will be
an even greater need for hosplee sere
vicen,

*“We are very grateful to W and to
Jocobron's for theie help in sup-

21,

Money garnered from the sale of
the T-shirts will ga to the AIDS

purting AIDS haspice care.”

Greorge would like to ralso $2 mil-
liun for the hoaplee ond, If

Tee Time: Jacobson stores in Livonia, Rochester, Bir-
mingham, Ann Arbor and Dearborn are selling T-shirts
designed by Giorgio Armani, Karl Lagerfeld, Donna
Karan, Issace Mizrahi, Clavin Klein and Jean Paul
Gaultier for the benefit of the Hospice of Southeastern

Michigan.

counsel from page 1C
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program  of the Hoapi of
h Michi, in South.

or ¥
such as the Alzheimer's Assoclo-
tion, Patkinson Foundation, Ameri-
con Cancer Socicty and the Ameri-
can Heart Assoclation,

These services are listed in your
local telephone ditectericn. They of-
fer a varicty of programs and ser-
vices that certainly will help moke
caregiving easiee.

Rence Mahler is o gerontologist
and the director of communications
and admission ot @ Rochester Hills
nursing focility. She is a former
member of the Michigan State Com-
mission on Services to the Aging.
Send your questions to her ot the
Obscrver & Eccentric, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham 48009.

United Way funds to help cancer patients

Oankland County cancer patients
stand to benefit from the United
Way of Osklonit County's 1992-
1993 aflocution of $56,243 to the
Michigon Cancer Foundation,

n

tributiens to the United Way of

Oukland County, will provide such

itemx as pain medication, wheel-

chairs anid cancer pads, os well as
habili wervices.

The funids, di d from con-

field, City of Angels Hosplce in Hol-
Iywont, Calif., Centra Teresn Ga-
bricli in Milon, Maly, AIDS Re.
source Center's Bailey House in
New York City, Hospital Necker In
Puris, France, and Shonti Project in
San Francisco, Calif.

Hoxpice of Southeasiern Michis
gan v the thind largest hosgice in
the United  Stntes. It recently
upenwd a 15-ed AIDS unit in De-
troit with the help of o $100,000

thee at the by

anly ten is any Indicatlon, ahe will
hove little trouble selling the neces-
sury 500,000 T-shirts. Cassin estl-
mates that local salea of 50,000 of
the »hirte will be enough to open o
seconsl ATDS hospice unlt,

‘The 100 percent cotlon T-shirts
come in one aize, They will be avall-
able anly through Aug. 15 at Jacob.
kun stores or by mail by calling 1-
800-222.WMAG. Thero's an addi-
tional charge for whipping and
handling.

Gays from page 1C

He said the revelation produces a
myriod of emotions: a sense of lons,
anger and, later, a feeling of resolu-
tion.

“You go through o acnsc af loss
heenuse you realize there are some
things you'll aever have," John
sakl. “You'll never have a wife and

the 3.2 kids, the teaditionnl family
fife. You know you won't have that
family in the traditional sense.

“These's anger, pure. You're iso-
tated and there’s a lot of negative
pttitudes towands the gay communl-
5"

Two cuunselors at a center in
Farmington Hills gove the following
comments about gay men and wom-
en but preferred not to have their
noames used, to protect the identity
of indlividluals who may be known to
be their ellenta.

A woman paychologist at the cen-
ter, who hos many leablan clienta,
nald she goes along with the Kinsey
Report on sexuallty. “There's prob-
ably 10 percent (of the popnlation)
that has a predetermined definlte
rexvality, The ather 80 percent in
thot continuum folla between
homosexual and heterosexual.”

A high percentage

She reports that leablans are not
a smoll percentage among homosex-
uals but instead conatitute 50 per-
cent af thase individuals.

The psychologiat aald most of the
leabiana seck her help for problems
unrelated to their sexual preference.
“That's oot really a treatment ise
sue, When anyone's involved in o

fulfilling relotionshlp, it’s not an is.
sue anymore.”

She said lesbians seem to become
aware of thelr sexunt orientation not
in chilithood but dueing theie teen.
nge yeara,

A male, clinical socinl worker at
the same counseling center said he
thinks gays are probably born that
way. "Frem cverything I have read
andl seen there has te be some kind
of genetic factor invalved in it. In
some families there are brothera
thot are both gay, or gay cousine.”

He anid that in talking to gay,
men, from the time they were small
children they knew they were differ-
ent from the other guys. “It has to
be ket carly in the family system.”

The social worker doean’t beliove
mothers should get blamed for sans
who are gay. There's enough shame
involved in the way society looks at
goy people, without the family tak-
ing on blame, he sald.

He periodically runs a support
group for gay males, and for HIV.
posltive males. These counseling |
sesaions lost 8:12 wecks,
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Mental illness
has warning signs, too.

For a free booklet
about mentad fliness. call

1-800.433-5958
Learn to ace (he sickness.

Amertcan Mental tlealth Fung )

i

ctustmi Take The

Two good reasons .
for an employee to be out of the office.

Today, the National Guard and Reserve makes up aver 44% of our
atmed forces. So when people who work for you need time off to
serve, please be supportive. While there may be EE‘QM
many good reasons to be out of the office, there can -
be none better than protecting our country's future. Sralo S

" ONEOFTHE
GREATEST TOOLS

FORSAVING

| THE ENVIRONMENT.

Toke o long prece of sting,
Wrap f around a smoll stack of
newspapete, Thentake iftoa
recyching center or leave it out
tat collecnon on tecycling doy.
Youllbe helpingU.5.
newspapers in their dave to
encourage recychng. More
thon a third of our countty’s
aewspnnr wos recycled tast
year. But withaut your help.
we won't have the matenal
to moke tecycl-

Save Up To 40% On
Upholstery With A
Fashionable Flair.

The perfect blend of fashion and functlon
comes your way with Thomasvlilc's Summer
Upholstery Sate. Select from a rich selectlon
of sofzs, lovescats, chalrs and ottomans,
dressed in both format traditional and casual
contemporary designs. Choase from up 1o
1,600 textures and fabrics to create your own
fashion statement with coordinating custom
upholsicty, window treatments an:
tive accents. Come to your Thomasville
Gallery now, and admire our flalr for savings
during the Summer Upholstery Sale,

Sale Ends Scptember 13, 1992
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Classic Interiors
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