The Observer/ THURSDAY, JULY 30, 1992

(F)SA

Hidden cost?

Reps find parole reform won’t be cheap

BY TiM RICIARD
BTAFY WRITER

Mot atate representatives
wouldn't talk out loud about the
down side of a popular parole re-
form bIIL they sdopted last week on
293-2 vote.

But a stafll memo to House Re.
publicana apelled trouble ahead:

“A direct consequence will be

All vote yes

All area lawmakera voted yes ex-
cept Democrats Willlam Kelth of
Garden City who was absent.

Meanwhile, Gov. John Engler
signed a Department of Corrections
budget bill providing funda to open
thzee new regional prisons snd one
new maxlmum securlty prison in

more inmates within s
prisons aeul a higher budget for
prisons,” warned the Houss GOP
lega! counsel. “As of July 1, 1992,
there were 32,606 male prisonera in
space designed for 24,885 — 7,721
over capacity. . "

The staff predicted more prison.
cta because: “The rate of parole is

the Upper F la. It also will
provide for d {on of

committee and tacked the parole re-
forme onto a minor bill that was in
House-Senate conference commit.
tee,

Careerists out

House Bill 4130, which gocs to
the state Senate for concumrence,
will:

@ Set up a parole board appoint.
ed by the director of the Correctlons
D (himself an appointee

Caps Pupsley and Watetloo, which
hed been scheduled to close this
yeer,

‘The sudden action on parole was
prompted by parolee Leslio Wil
{lams’s confession that he killed
young women In South Lyon, Mil-
ford and northern L Coun-

of the governor) instead of career
civil servanta.

@ Glve members staggered four-
year terms.

@ Ezpand the board o 10 mem-
bers from the current seven.

® Require the Legislature Joint

Admini i

ilkely to drop because an inexperl
enced and polltically accountable
buard {a going to be mort cautlous
end afrald to make a mistake."

Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick,
D-Detroit, voted yes hut safd only
$58 million of the Corrections De-
partment’s $1 billion budget goes
for probation and parole, “The state
has only 633 probation officers su-
pc-]r:lrhlnz 68,000 probatloners,” she
aald.

“Prison budgets ere soaring dus

ty, among other crimes.

But Rep. Maxine Berman, D-
Southfleld, warned that an earlier
Willlams' convictlon was plea-bar.
galned down from burglary and rape
to just burglary. “As long as we view
rape as not aa important as break-
Ing and entering, these Willlama
cates will keep occurring,” said
Berman.

Voting agalnat the bill were Rep.
Ted Wallace, D-Detroit, who want-
ed the matter to go through his
House C: fons Ci i and

to loat hopes and high
ment. Not one uf the Fortune 500
companles has incresed employ-
ment this year,” Kilpatrick said,

Rep. Bil} Martin, R-Battle Creck,
who wanted even atronger penalties.
Lawmokers bypassed Wallace's
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prisonees can be denicd parole
without an interview. Purpose: to
aflow cluser attention to smore Im-
parinnt cares,

® Reguire the Corrections De-
partment to ask a probate court for
involuntary commitment for dis.
charged or paroled prisoners who
require mental health treatment, ef-
ther because they nre threats to
themselven of others,

The new parole board §a cstab-
Jished Oct. 1. The old ane la abol-
ished Nov. 15, so there will be six
weeks overlap.

Rally at Capitol
House paseage was preceded by &
week of news confecences and ral-
liea ot which lnmakers deplored the
{ate of rape and murder victims.
»Qus present parole board s not
ble to the people,” sald

parole

o Require iifera to serve at least
16 years (instead of the current 10)
before qualifylng for parole.

® Allow a crime victim or pro-
secutor to appear a prizoner’s parole
toa court.

® Allow ntreamling of parole In-
terview procedures. Lifera would be
interviewed lemn frequently. Low-
tiak prisonera can be denled parcle
without an [nterview. High-risk

Rep. Willls Bullard, R-Milford, in
whose  districe Willlams  struck
twice, He addressed a raily the pre-
vious day on the State Capitol
steps. Some 40,000 people signed
cards expresning outrage st the
frarole aysteem.

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint, intro-
duced bills to create a Crime Victim
Advocate office to assist victims
und monitor the parole system.
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