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Absentee voters become election key

BY WAYNE PEAL
BTAYY WAITER

A lot of key ballots will have been
cast — maybe a few clectiona at-
ready declded — before voters even
go to the polls in the Tuesday, Aug.
4, primary.

Absentee votera are becoming an
increasingly Important voting bloc,
one cagerly courted by candidates,

“We don't have eny figures, but 1
sunse they're growing,” said Oak-
fand County elections director
Janet Stickley.

Reasons vary. Some, capeclally
this primary season, are on vaca-
tlon. Othera are among that growing
number of Americans with a home-
to-job commute of one hour ot long-
cr.

Many, however, are senlors. And
penlors hald special electoral power
in Michigan.

Any atate resldent age 60 and
aver can apply for an absentee bal-
lot just by virtue of thelr age.

They don't even have to be In
Michigan to vote.

“We have a lot of senlors voting
absentee,” Southfield clerk Mary

Bonner anld, “We'll get a lot of bal-
lots malled in from Florida and
same (rom Arlzona too.”

More than 5,600 nbsentee ballots
wete Laken out, Bonner sald.

Some communities, like Roches-
ter Hills, oven keep permanent
record af senlor absentee voters and
tmall them thelr applications.

“We've been dolng thle for a Tong
time, probably back (o the early
1980s,”" sald city clerk Keith
Sawdon, who mailed out more than
3,000 applications.

n Blrmingham, where 800 sbsen-
tee ballota were distributed, absen-
tee vaters will make up about 5 per-
cent of the total electarate, etections
clerk Nancy Weiss said.

But their impact is greater than
that. With campaign costs rislng.
candidatea for all offices - from
U.S. House 1o city commisslon —
are targeting absentee voters.

“An absentee voter is someone
you can virtually be assured will

[ wouldn't ignore them — ever,”
sald county commiasion candldate
Sue Ann Douglas, s four-time Ro-
cheater councilwoman. “It's an ex-
tremely important vote, especially
in a primary.”

State stardards arent exactly
atrict. People only need to expect to
be out of their hometown, for busi-
ness of pleasure, to apply far an ab-
sentee ballot. Handlcepped people,
electlon precinct workers, those who
must stay away from the polls for
religlous reasons, and those awalt-
ing arralgnment ar trial, mey also
vote absentee.

The increasing importance of ab-
sentec voters (s ane reason cam-
palgn signs seem to be coming out
catlier end earlier each election
year,

In some special elections, with
only one race or ballot proposal to
be declded, half or more of ell votera
have already cast ballots by election
day.

vote,” U.S, C
David Honlgman said. “1 know they
wete important In my races for the
state House and Senate.”

Qakland County ab.
sentee voters will be voting a little
Iater this primary season.

In many communities, ballots

It’ll be a busy primary night
for Oakland’s elections staff

¥ WAYNE PEAL
TAPF WAITER

Tucked away inalde the county
courthouse, the Oskland County
Elections office doean't usually
draw much attention,

But several times o year, people
fine up clbow-to-elbow outside elec.
tions director Janct Stickley's door.

“Tuesdny, Aug. 4 will be one of
these nights.

“We're going to be protty busy,”
she aaid.

‘That night, Stickley and her five
assistants, will record the results of
primary races for four U.S. House
seata, 13 scats in the state Legisla-

ture, 25 county commission racea
and board seats and ballot propos-
als n the county’s 21 tawnshipa,

1f past practice [n any Indication,
they'll also handle phone calls from
a dozen or sa reportera and make a
few themaelves ~— mostly ordering
out for pizza and other goodies,

“You've got to have food just to
keep you going,” Stickley said.

Long efer Bill Bonds, Mort Crim
and other have slgned off the air,
Stickley and her assistants will still
be tabulating votes.

Given primaries’ traditionally
low turnout, it could be a ahort

night. But Stickley fan't counting
on it

“1 remember one election when
we had to wait until four the next
day Just to get Southfield’s returns,
but 1 don't expeet it to be that late
this time," she said.

That begs the question — who
arc the first and last communities
ta report?

“Keego Harbor Ia usually the
first," Stickley nald. "They'se &
amatl city and theyre not too far
from our office.”

And the wornt? Stlekley laughs.
“I'd rather not polnt any fingers.”

County receives United Way health care grant

Qaklend County has received a

- ' $35,246 grant from United Way of

Southeastern Michigan to provide
health promotion and risk reduc-
tion servicea to low Income and mi-
nority groups.

Health screenlng will be conduct-
el at community and county health
divislon sites. Screening includes
computerized health risk appraisal,
cholesterol testing, height, weight

Follow-up services are also provid-

The one.year grant was made
ponsible by funds provided to Unit-
ed Way by the former Comprehen-
slve Health Planning Council of
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W ‘We don't have any
flgures, but Isense
they're (absenteo vot.
ers) growing.’

Janet Stickley
QOakland County elections
director

went out later than usual.

“We're told It was a delay at the
printer,” Parmington Hills clerk
Kathryn Dornan said.

The delay becomes ao issue il it
violates federally-mandated dead-
lines for sending ballots to overseas
U.S. military persannel.

“If that's the case, there's proba-
bly golng to be a consent judgment
jesued regarding those ballots,”
state elections bureau spokeaman
Brsd Wittman said.

‘Will some races be decided by de-
1ayed overseas bailots? Not likely,
officials said.

Will absentee ballota continue to
grow In importance? Probably so.

“People are always looking for
ways to increasc the vote,” Honlg-
man said. “Who knows, maybe
someday we'll el be voting by
mail.”
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Patio Furniture
Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri, 10-9; Tues,, Wed., Sat. 10-6; Sunday 11-4
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