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Yipes — stripes make a comback

Countering the current popularity of burgeoning floral wall-
pagee patternn is o quicter motif: stzipes, Timeleas in sppeat,
these wall coverings are inapired by ltemn ranging from men’s
deess shiris to molre rilibons,

Not only are stripes fresh and crisp, they're just as comfort-
able in rustic cabin settings as they nre in a room filled with
tracditional furninbings.

“A striped wol) cavering makes friends casily with all styles
of fumnishings nnd themes,” says Lyn Peterson, prealdent of
Muotif Designn, known for its numerous striped wall covering
collectionn. “Stripes are very architectural, but they're also a
very safe choice.”

Indeed, the stealght.edged quality of the stripe can bring a
senae of order to a room filled with varieun florals and printa,
“More and more consusners are axking for patterns, such aa
stripies, that lend relief from all the flower power,” says Harold
Imber of Wall-Tex Wallcoverings.

“Steipes con equal relief, and that's why nearly every wail-
per eollection now offers at lesst one or two striped de-
wigne.”

Just as stripea are used in couture to create the llusion of
height or width, so too con they scemingly alter the dimen-
siunk of 0 roum, To “widen” & narrow roam, for example, try
cunning the wallpaper horizontally. Likewisc, stripes used
vertieally In o room with a low ceiling will appear to add
lieight by drawing the eye upward,

The width of the stripe selected In criclal, however. If using
nurrow atripes in a large room, for example, the lines wili tend
to blend together. On the ather hand, large atripea used in a
amall réom can be overwhelming. For best results, choose a
stripe with & scale that's compatible with the room's slze.

Likewise, wall coverings that feature shatp contrant — such
1 black and white stripes — ahould be used with cautlon so
they don't overpawer a room. Ono good way to showcase theso
bolder designs is to place them below a chair rail, where they
are below eye level.

1f the blending of various prints, plalds, and solids la
confusing, remember that any of them can be mixed with a
atripe.

To mix several slzes of prints [n one room, begin with com-
mon colors. Diversity in the scale of the patterna — tiny
prints justaposed with larger motifs ~- slao thwarts any
heavy-handed as does the inclusion of at least one print
with a domlnant white, airy background.

For guidance, try this basic formula: one large-scale print, a
medium sttipe, a smoll dark print, and a amall light print.

Keep in mind, too, that s vertical stripe needs & stopping
point. If the space han no molding to stop the eye, it's import-
ant to use a border at ceiling level. If thero’s no companion
bonler, create one by cutting off a 4. 5-inch-wide steip of the
wallpaper and hanging it horizontally.
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