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POINTS OF VIEW

Here’s the scoop on state spending priorities

he squeaky wheel gets the grense
? — and the news coverage. So

let's see how much we really
knotw about what has happened to
AMichigan's economy and state spend-
ing over the last decade.

1. True or false: Two-thirds of Mich-
igan's poplution inerense during the
19805 went to prison.

2, State spending on prisons grew
nearly 300 percent in the last nine
years, Would you be right or wrong in
cancluding prisons are the biggest part
of the state budget?

4, True or false: We'd be botter of fif
1he state spent as much on public
hiealth programs as it does locking up
people in prisons.

4. Let's see if you con rank these cat-
cories in Michigan's $20 billion
spending plan:

Health progeams
Higher education
K-12 schaol aid
Snocial services

5. Gov. John Engler genceated a Jot
of controversy for climinating mont of
the General Assistance welfare pro-
gram and cutting aid to the arts, and
we've heard schools moan about the
*Robin Hood"state aid bill. But let's
wee if you can rank the departments
that taok the biggest percenttoge cuts
from fiscal 1991 to '92 in the general
(und: Agriculture
Commerce
Education
Lnbor
Management and Budget

6. Looking at the period 198191,
would you say the following statement
is true, falsc or blatantly false: ' The
!"‘E’I.cu re for welfare dependency is a
ob.

7. Public schools in Michigan get $2
billion from the school aid fund, If the
State Lottery were abolished, how
much would the school aid fund lose?
A, 90 percent
B. 50 percent

C. 20 percent.

8. Which department of state govern.
ment disappeared in 19917 Civil
Rights
Llcensing and Regulation
Military Affairs

9. Michigan’s total population was

C. Rosc 8 percent.

The answers are gleaned from “1991-
92 FiScal Dige$t,” prepared by the staff
of the Senate Fiscal Agency:

1. T'rue. Michigan's population rose
a trivial 33,000 to 9.3 million. The
number in Department of Corrections
facilities rose more than 22,000 to top
37.000. ‘Thus, two-thirds of our popula-
tion increase went to prison,

2. Wrong. Although apending on
prisans grew 292 percent from $231
million to $905 million, prisons rank
only as Michigan's fifth highest priori-

ty.

y:l. False. Of last yoar's gencral fund

budget, 13.8 percent went to health

programs, 11.5 percent to corrections.
4. Social services, nearly 30 percent;

K-12 school aid, 14 percent; health, 8.8

and higher 6.5 per-

9.3 million in the 1990 consus,
from 1980, M hif

ment in 15 state universities:

A. Fell 8 percent.

B. Remained flat.

enrofi-

Reports show seniors can still

uestion: I am o 52-year-old high
Q school groduate who has not

been in a classrodm in 34 years.

1 want to go to college this
month but doubt I can keep up with all
the youny students, My memory is not
s good as it once was, and [ don't
know if [ will he able to retain informa-
tion for tests. T am ufraid I will be em-
barassed in a class of younger atu-
dents, Should [ give it atry?

Answer: Get a college catalogue to-
day, see a college counsclor now, buy a
bnck-pack for books and get going. Too
many gracefully aging adults question
their ability ta keep poce with the
young.

Look at the research! One study, o
six-year longitudinal study by Dr.(s)
Warner Schaie and Sherry Willis of
Pennsylvania State University found it
is not age that determines one's mental
ability but the amount of mental stim-

ulation a person receives, These re-
searchers were not looking at 30 and 40
year old people. They tapped into those
people who have experienced rain and
sunshine for 64 ta 95 years,

They found that any mental func-
tioning that had declined in an aged
person could be reversed once that sen-
ior citizen was stimulated by new, en-
riching learning experiences, The re-
searchers had only n couple of 90-plus
vear olds, but plenty of 60-, 70- and 80-
year-old students,

Frankly, as a former part-time com-
munity college and university instruc-
tor, | found iy mature 50 and older
students didn’t hnve as many hangups
as somu of their younger classmates
who were seeking their niteh in life.
Most of my seniors had experienced o
full measure of life and death, and once
in the classroom were not, from my
perspective, intimidated by o college

instructor. Indeed, I often learned as
much from them as they learned from
me.

You have made an inference that all)
seniors over 0 are oul of the college
mainstream. Look ot the facts! The,
City University of New York has more
than 6,000 students over age 65, The
once experimentat Harvard Insti of
Learning in Retirement (now 14 years

.cunl.

5. Percentagewise, the biggest loscrs
were Commerce, 42.4; Labor, 30.8; ,
Management and Budget, 30.4; Educa-

tion (the state stafl, nat achool aid)

18.6; and Agriculture, 16.4, In short,
the Lansing burcaucracy was cut to
preserve public services.

G. Blatantly false, From 1981-91, to-
tal employment in Michigan rose
687,000 to nearly 3.8 million, but the
AFDC welfare caseload rose from
191,000 to 205,000 — welflare cases
went up even ns omployment vose. The
welfare caselond has a life of its own
regardless of what's going on in the
gencral economy.

7. C. 20 percent. The Lottery cantrib-
utes $456 million to a $2.3 billion fund.
8. Licensing and Regulation. With
500 employces, it was absorbed mostly

by the Department of Commerce.

9. C. Higher education’s full-time
equated student enrollment rose 8 per-
cent to 216,000. Actual head count rose
12 percent to 263,000

Tim Richard reporta regularly on the
{ocal implications of atate and regional
news.

start college studies

old) has 440 students between the ages
of 50 and 90.

Guing back to school may have little
1o do with getting a degree for many
matured adults. Often retired people go
linck because they have more free time
and want some mental stimulation
over and above their last golf score.

Contact your local community col~
tege or a college/university that hay
programs which reaches out for the
non-traditional student. You are for-
wunate because both community col-
leges and universities in this area now
have decentralized satellite campuses
all over the area that are very conven-
ient for students of all ages. Mect with
a college counsclor to determine your
high interest area.

Senior citizens should ask them-
aclves some basic questions such as:
*Do 1 wish to audit the class for no
grade?” Do [ wish to seek a college

degree?”

You want a liberal arts degree, it
seems, just to get adegreeand tobea
college graduate. Go for it, If you start
now, in a couple of years you will say:
] can't belleve I'm thia far along
toward my degree. If you don't start
now, in three years you will say: ‘[ wish
1 would have gone back.'

Do it now and forget about your age,
young man.

1've got you by a few years and I'm
going hack to take anthropology and
comparative religions {the closer I get
to my maker, the more interest [ scem
to have in these arcas.) See ya' on cam-
pus,

James 'Doc" Doyle, a former teach-
er/school administrator/university in-
structor, is president of Doyle and As-
saciates, an educational consulting
firm,

LETTERS

Story not all happy

M am writing in regard 1o Casey
Hans' story in the July 30 paper
regarding the adoptec's i

with her birth mother, The title says
their search had a “sterybook™ ending -
« happy one,

As the mather of an adopted son {
ndore with all my heart, I wonder if the
adoptive parents were so joyful. The
beginning part of the story states that
her wloptive family cared for and loved

her. They must have wanted children
very badly or they would not have
adopted this infant.

1 can only imagine their anguish now
that their child is living with her bisth
mother,

Certainly it should be the right of
every child to meet her birth parents.
However, let's not forget the family
who loved nnd raised her for twenty
years. They may have now last their
child.

Diana Chichester, Birmingham

Father out of control

he encounter | had with you and

your family today will not leave

my mind. It has hothered me all
aflternoon,

My family was cnjoying a beautiful,
sunny, Saturday afternoon strolling
through town . . . The idyllic mood
was shattered when your four- or five-
year-old son ran out of a restaurant
sercaming.

Yau and your wife followed him out.

Your wife was timidly trying to calm
you down but you were yelling at your
son to “be quiet or I'll spank you
agoin.'

Your san screamed, held his hottom
and ran toward my family saying “help
me" with tears streaming down his
face. My husband picked up my two-
year-old son who had witnessed this
incident and was now crying himself.
started toward your son but my sister
stopped me.

She explnined that she has read that

the best thing to do in thin situation is
to give the child a reassuring smile.

Your son did not lcarn any kind of
lesson today, He only learned about
anger, humiliation and fear.

Prohably, more than anyone, you re-
gret your behavior today. Have yau
apologized to your wife and son? I am
sure your little boy would forgive you if
you did and he would learn a lesson
out of this horrible day after all. Some-
times moms and dads misbehave,

Kathicen H. Trott, Bloomfleld Hills
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Is always in.
(even when you're out)

You'll never miss the calls for your classified
ad with Ad Sifter. Through electronic volce
mail answering you now have the option to
call your especially assigned volce mall box
and check all the recorded responses to
your ad. Ask about it the next time you
place a classified ad—it's terific!

Gs Eccentric

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

644-1070 OAKLAND COUNTY  591-0900 WAYNE COUNTY 8523222 ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS
Deadlings: § p.m. Tuesday tor Thursday edition 5 p.m. Friday for Monday edition




