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After the fray

BY GREG KOWALNK)
STAFF WRITEN

At oge 59, dJue Knollenberg is
planning a carcer change of a life-
time. He hopes to go from owning o

had the rlght grasa roota organiza-
tlon,” said Knollenberg as he re.
covered from a grueling electlon
night schedule.

Knollen d his

D.C. lures Knollenberg

have ta act as if Brigge is the lo-
cumbent.”

On Thursday, the remnnnta of
the political race were evident In
)] 's affice on Big Beaver

Troy Allstate i office to

ign by allowing (it

near Road. A pile of

aU.S. C

“When you face meking a career
changr, It's sobering. They're {(vot-
cru) are asking me to be their Con-
gressman,” sold Knollenbeeg of
Bloamfleld Township.

opponents Honlgman and Gilbert
to bash each other [n the media,
He anly entered the fray once,
when he held a jalnt press confer-
cnce with Gilbert to attack Honig-
nom for negative ads.

tenll

Knollenh pulled a
upwet victory in the 1ith LS.
House race, beating  perecived
(ront-runner  state  Sen. Dave
Honigman and former Onkland
County Cigeuit judge Alice Gilbert.

But Knollenberg doean’t see it
as an upset. And he offers some
background to support his confi-
dence.

“We knew that there are for less

people who participnie in a prima.
1y, and we knew we coulil win Lf we

Gilbert hed run a se-
ties of ads attacking Honlgman,
but she defended that by saying
she was just presenting the facts.

Honigman and Gilbert are now
hintory, an far as the Congressionot
race Is concerned. Now Knollen-
berg in toking aim ot Democrat
Walter O, Briggs in the November
general election.

“We have to take the opposltion
aerioualy,” soid Knollenberg. “We

Knollenberg  balloons slowly
sheank in a corner and the tally
boarda of electlon night totals were
propped against a denk.

Knollenberg was dresaed espe-
cially casunl for a working day, but
nfter the nearly ell-night election
marathon, it would take everyone a
few days to bounce back.

While Knollenberg [s the favor-
itionally &

vember general election.

Knollenberg bas been Involved
in Oakland County Republican
Party politics, including serving as
compalgn mansger for retiving
Congressman Willlam Broomfield,
who end ) him.

ite in what is trad Re-
publican ares, he sald he isn't tak-
ing anything for granted.

"We don’t want 1o get overconfi-
dent. This in a big ibility.”

He snid that becouse of his long
assoclation with the party, *I got
calln from people to volunteer who
worked with me 15 years ago.”” He

He said he will continue to rely
an what he saidd put him over the
top in the primary — a league of
neatly 1,000 volunteers.

also benefitted from a lot of sup.
part from I-nbortion groups,

] Ser
Kitchen cabinet: After his victory in the Republican primary for the 11th U.S.
Cpngrcsswna[ House race, Joe Knollenberg meets with a campaign aide in at
his Bloomfield Township house dining room to map eut strategy for the No-

paign throughout the diatrict, in-
cluding the new areas, such s
Livonia, and the D Ic arcan

“It's very exciting and I'm very
eloted,” noid Marty, 28. “J would
have d if we hadn't gotten

of Redford and Southfield.

Taking & conservative stance,
Knollenberg Lsn't packing his bagn
for Washington yet, but he said he
tloes have the support of All State
if he electa to leave his insurance
buslness.

It will till be in good hands,
Krollent,

which made campaign calls for
him. Knollenbers is pro-life.
Knollenbserg said he will cam-

anid. Sona Marty and
Stephen work with their father and
are ready to step in if he wins in
November.

the votes."

“I'm really happy,” said Ste
phen, 25. Also atitl recovering feom
election night, he said, 1 made
400 phone calla clectivn day just
trying to get the vate out.”

Knollenberg said he hax received
& lot of support from his family, ex-
pecially wife Sandie,

“She is still my best anset,” e
said,

Honigman: Middle stances costly

BY JUDITI DONER BERNE
STAFFWRITER

It was a heautiful, clear, sunny
Thursday.

Hut not to Dave Honigman,

ing at his

About 35 percent wan a result of
what he terms "attack ads.” And
the est, he sald, was due to Bill
Broomfield's endorsement.

"It shows the non-importance of <
1

West Bloomfield home two doys af-
ter the clectinn, [ooked like he felt
— spent. On Monday he will leave
on vacativn,

Dressed in u Yole sweatshin,
Country Day sweatpants and basc.
ball cap, with his eyes still at halfl
mant from lack of sleep, Honigman
admitted he didn’t quite know what
had hit him,

‘The election as Republican can-
didate from the newly-deawn 11th
Congressivnal District, by most ac-
counts, had been his to win. He had
held public office for efght years
and he hod unilmited money to
spend on a campalgn.

e conceded defeat to conserva-
tive, pro-life Joe Knollenberg when
TV newns was snying o mere 4 per-
cent,of the votes weee tn, “When |
Dharely won Walled Lake, | knew,”
he xgid.

d about half

We got 14
af18."

"l can't honestly think what we
would bave done differently. We did
everything more than everybody.
We knocked on 40,000 doors. We
had the largest number of volun.
teers. It's difficult,

“It would have been & lot casier
for ine one on une.™

But, Honigman raid, once Knol-
fenberg declared, he knew it would
be a three-person race. He knew the
pro-choice Republicons would run n
candidate.

“My abortion position being In
the middle was very Inexpedient
and being subjected to helf a mil-
livn dollars of attack ada. It wan
hard to withstand. It hurt her, too.”

He was referring, of course, to Al-
jce Gilbert, who resigned from the
circuit court to become the pro-
chuice candidate. Gilbert says her

¢
of Kpollenberg's victory to the pro-
life gote. "You see their candidates
twinping) all over Oakland County.
1 admire Right to Life.”

fled “attack ads” p ined to
the tnsuen,

Sitting on hir patio overooking
hin foreasted back yard, Honigman

Gilbert takes look

By JUDITI DONER BERNE
STAFF WRITER

Alice Gilbert [ weighing her op-
tione,

The formes judge who left the
bench after 31 years to run for the
Rephblican nomination fram the
14 US. Congressivnal District
palik: “I'm going to take my time
and examine my optiuns,”

In a telephone interview Friday
from her West Bloomfield home,
whe saill she's not tred, despite the
hectic campaign.

Gilbert, who finixhed lhlinl. Dee

have been too difficult to have hand
copled the lists from all 75 com-
munitiea,

“1 had run other campaigns. 1 leR
the bench taking for granted those
lists would be available to me.”
Both Knollenberg and Honigman
had access to those lista, she said.

Gillsert, an did Honigman, attrib-
uted defeat primarily to the pro-life
vote. But, unlike him, she’s very
worried about what that projects
lath for women candidates in No-
vember and for choice.

She also said: “1 don't think the

hind the winner, Joe K
butinet toa far behind state Sen.
Dave Honigman, sald she didn't ex-

means
anything."”
She criticized the papers for
hlightl what they termed

(]
peci 1o take a vacation.
“{ don't have a vacatlon planned.
1chitd

“mudslinging” and for not giving

I'm cxpecting a @ thin
month.” She hes rescrvatlons to at-
tend the Republican National Con-
vention, but ian't sure whether she
will go.

“I'm not saying 1'd do anything
different,” Gilbert naid, in cxamin-
ingdhe campaign she ran.

She said she was “crippled” by
notzhaving access Lo primary voler
fistd, which shic said were not avail-
ablg to her. Anl, as a latecomer in
they campaign, she aald it would

_the in-depth
on inaucs ather than abortion.

Glibert also was critical of Con-
gressman  Bl}  Broomfield, who
handpicked and endorsed Knollen-
Derg an his successor. *If he were a
true Republican, he would have
withheld bls endorsement.”

She noted that Oakland County
Supervisor candidate L. Brooka
Patterson originetly came out for
Honigman, but when others de-
clared he withdrew to et them run

was eventunlly Joined by his wife,
Joann, anil campaign monoger Tim
Pope. Pope Tooked even worse than
Honlgman. Joann had evidently re-
covered fanter.

“Someone kaic) today, it just bes
came a natural diraster or an act of
Gad,” sadd Pope, who ran past suce
censful campaigns for hoth Honig-
man and state Republican Sen. Mi.
chael Bouchard,

“You hope you can run a candi-
cate whoe has positions on one ¢x-
teeme or another. David said he
wouldn't change his positions no
matter what." He told us: “You've
got to feel prowud of yourself even if
you lose.”

HBut Honlgman milmita that his
mlddling position “finally caught
up with me.”

The big question: Duen thix mean
he will llmit his palitical horizons
to the Michigan Senate, or leave
politics in two years at the end of
hia elected term?

Honigman first soill he doesn't
know,

“It is an ordeal campaigning —
emotionally draining. You've gt to
ask yoursell how maeny times can
you do this — put your family and
fricnds through it And, in appar-
ent reference to people in his cam-
paign running out of control, he
said: *Sometimes it hord to hotd

at future

FILE PHOTO

Glibert's reflections: 7o tell
you the truth after 31 years
of a public carcer I heard
(myself called) ‘mean
spirted.” "

on their own.

Gilbert sald she was happy about
the “hroad base of support” she
drew from communitles where she
was not an well known. “I'm
fMattered | got such overwhelming
support.”

Section
of 13 Mile
to close

Thirteen Mile Road between
Farmington and Chestetbrook
will be closed to through traffic
for the entire day beginning
Monday, Aug. 10, theough Sept.

1.
Fur the last couple of weeke
the road han been closed between
9 a.m. antd 3 pm. but has been
open during the morniog and af-
v ternoon rush hour to allow
through teaffic to go through the

construction area.

However, due to the need to
get thln project opened to
through tralfic as scon as possis
ble, & complete closure ix ached.
uled for the next three weeks.

A detour has been eatablished
to 12 Mile Road using Farming.
ton Road and Orchard Lake
Road for 13 Mile Raad mator-
Lsts.

them back.”

*1 feel terrible for all the people
who worked their hearts aut.”

But he mentioned that to make
him fee] better, some of his staff re-
minded him that Abraham Lincoln
also lost elections.

“I love pubdie office. Still, cam-
paigning and being in office are two
different things.”

Asked agoin whether he will stay
in polities, he raid: "1 think ro, but
we'll have to think about it.”

"Of course you will,” Joann sald.
“'Llfe goen on.”
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Honigman's afterthoughts: “When we saw Right to Life do
a mailing — we saw Joe zap up there.”
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MARIONETTE SHOWS! MUSIC}
ENTERTAINMENT! AND, MOREI

[VONIA

" Somethin

THE AWESOME

SATURDAY, AUG. 22
Beginning at 10:00 AM
FUNT EXCITEMENT! GUEST CELEBRMES!

DON'T MISS THE CHANCE YO BID ON MEMS
DONATED BY SOME OF MDA'S FRIENDS:

901

EUE 'Ly one ’
ELEBRITY AUCTION

to benefit The Muscular Dystrophy Association
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WE INVITE YOU, YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION TO JOIN

IN THE FIGHT BRINGING US ONE STEP CLOSER TO A CURE!
To make a donation, gitt certificale, merchandise or service, of to volunleer your
1imeftalent, please call Bll Checks ot 4746-1166.

Middlebelt & 7 Mile Rds.

476-1160




