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ondlock carves out folksy niche

B Buddy Mondlock could ben
name dropper, rattling off
an impressive list of musi-
cians he has worked with or
garnered praised from, but
the folk nrtist prefers tolet
his songs spenk for him,
Hy LArRRY O'CoNyNo
. Starr Wirren

B uddy
Momdlock went 10
) the 1986 Kesrvilte
Festival

ipprehen-

nive, Then some

peaple guve him a Lone Star wels
come,

An aspiring folk netist wos work.
ing s 0 festivid volunteer while per-
forming st camplizes in the evening,

“She was the first person 1 mel
suid Mandlock, who performs Fri-

14, ut the LaCosn Folk
in Birmingham, “She
took y mency, honded me ny
ticket and gave me o hig smile to get
things off on a good foat.”

The benrer of the friendly grin?
Michelle Shocked.

But a more well-known name ot
the time heard Mondlock's pene-
trating musical prose on stage, Tak-
cn nbuck, the Texas songwriting
statesinnn asked for n ape and lat-
vr called the Chicageland native to
bestow nheap of praise.

Guy Clark has been raving about
Buddy Monclack since,

Mondlock could drup  ether
aumes, o list of people he's warked
with or peers he's received avro-
lades from, such us Garth Brooks,
Junis lon or Townes Von Zandt,
Such would unly rerve tidistort the
noage uf an artist whose awn imag-
es are cenfted so del ey in sung.

Using an impressionistic blend of
words and whispers, Mandlock cre.
ates Inndseapes that abnest become
grester than the numbers (rom
which they originate.

Mondlock aften finds inspiration
theough  the connection of  twa
dispurate idens and tuens songs
such as “El Cerille” and “Shelter”
tn number nhout a suicide aof o
homveless persan} into inetaphars
on frajity of the human condition.

At the care of his ast, though, is o
keen storyteller’s eve nnd the nbili-
ty to formulate those images into
profound statements revenled in o
subtle manaer.

At of my stull is dork”
Mondlock sait, “but 1 don’t cnnsid-
er mysedf on unhuppy person. ]
guess it's easier to write dark songs

instend of happy sungs becnuse it
n're

you write something hoppy
alenid you might end up w
something thot sounds carny.”

Hix numbers huve been deseriled
sthing but trite since emerging
as winner of the *“New Folk Award™
at Kerrville Festival in 1987, He bee
san his singer/songwriting career in
Chicago, preeforming in the burgeon-
ing folk seene there,

At Clerk’s  urging,  Mondlock
moved to Nashville snd went abisut
redensing his own albun, *On the

Dark side: Buddy Mondlack creates lundscapes in his musi

. Most are dark songs

although he doesn’t consider himself an unhappy person. He worries that writing
about something happy may end up sounding “corny.”

H ‘A lot of it (songwriting) comes from a spark
— animage, a feeling or even Just an emotion-
al tone. Maybe Just a few words wlll come out
and that will be the seed.’

Buddy Mondlock

Fine.” He's busy working on a xece
o LI

He's nlre worked with Allce Ran-
dall on music for o film screenplay
called “Mama Dixie.” The collabo.
ration hax produced a noabe
troit, Alnhuma.” depicting o n
horhood of transplanted Southerns
ernin the city.

Hin vast references to urban and
paxtoral acttings is characteristic of
Mondlock's well-traveled munical
poth. In “Amaterdam,” a willowy
fulk number written with Jonis lan,
he took a couple of wayward imnges
and provided them with an addeess,

“I've been there, he snlik. "The
nong wasn't Inltintly inspized by the

city. Janis and | were writing and
the first few images that came to
mind inspired the song She
said where ix thin place? Then
someone skl ‘Amstentim. We
both had been there and buth our
fnces lit up”

"A lot of it (nungwriting) comues
from a spark — an magy, o feeling
ar even just an emotional tune,” he
adieil. “Mayhe just a few words will
come aut and that will be the reed.™

Buddy Mondlock will perform at
8:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 14, at Bir-
mingham Unitarian Church, 651 N.
Woodward at Lone Pine Road.
Tichetz are $12 at the door ($10 in
advance). For information, call 646-
4950,

aonday, Aug. 10

VERVE PIPE
Rick’s Cate, 611 Church, Dotrot.
8962787

PARADISE JAZZ JAM
Alyin's, 5756 Cass, Detron,
2-2355

CLUMPS

Cross Streel Station, 533 W. Cross, Ypse
ant

485.5050

Juesday, Aug. 1

CHISEL BROTHERS WITH YHORNET-
TADAVIS

Ahin's, 5756 Cass, Detrot.

832.2355

Wednesday, Augh 12

MARY MCGUIRE AND MYK RISE

Gayle's Chocolates, 417 5. Washington, *

Royal Ok
3480001

GLEN ARMSTRONG

yoth Dity Ciergy at Bind Pit, 208 S. First,

Ann Arbor,
9968555
GOING PUBLIC

Rick’s Cafes, 611 Church, Detrort.
996 2747

Tnutsday, Aug. 13

PARK THE KARMA

Waith Biathers From Anothet Planct at 3D,
1815 K. b, Royal Oak.

589.3344

KIRG DAVID

Cross Sirect Station, 511 W. Cross, Ypsi-
lant

185.5050

PEDESTRIAKS

Galf's Gait, 49 N. Sagmaw, Pontiac,
234.9207

CUPPA I0E

Kea Way Bar, 23130 \Woodsard, Fem.
date

531-9870

MARY MCOUIRE AND HYK RISE

lava Coffeehouse, 307 Main, Rochester,
6503344

TOM COLLIRS A TRI COCKTAIL SHAXERS
ahng Mp, 208 S. First, Ann Ador.
9968555

AITRES
fhck's Cafe, 611 Church, Detrost.
096.2737

WEATHERVANES

With §15 Bang Bomb 3ad Ten Foot Pole al
Payctiecks Loungie, 2932 Coniff, Ham-
tramch,

B7.0254

Friday, Aug. 14

JIMMY CLIFF

wWith Buming Spear ang Majek Fashek at
Cnene Pak, Chene and East Sefferson,
Detroit.

30230066
BLACK PLANEY

wilh Slug Bug, Hoolapoppers and Big
Blue Couch ot the Majestie, 4140 Wood-
ward, Detrodl,

833-9850

S0UL STATION

Ctoss Street Slaton, 511 W, Cross, Ypsi.
Jank.

485-5050

ERICCLAPTON

With Curis Stigers at The Palace of Aur
bun Hiils. Tichots are $25.

377.0100

MBAY

Rick's Cafe, 611 Churgh, Cetroit.
996-2747

THE ALLIGATORS

Soup Kilchen, 1585 Franwiin S1., Detrodt.
2591374

SCOTT CAMPBELL

Coconut Jos’, 225 Jos, Campau, Detroit
259.3675

INVERSIONS

New Way Bar, 23130 Woodward, Fern.

dale
544.9870
$COTT MORGAN

Delroster Bar, 655 Beavbien, Detroit.
9633355

Earthfest '92: The Butler
Twins will be among a
number of groups perform-
ing at Earthfest '92 at the
Michigan State Fair-
grounds Saturday, Aug.
15.

MARY MCGUIRE AKO MYK RISE
Gotham Cily Cofe in Ferndale.

, 398.7430

i KILLDOZER
iind Pyt 208 5. First, Ann Atbor,

i 996.8555

KI53 ME SCREAMING

. With Cylndethead at La's 21, 2930
Jacob, Hamtramck.

| 875-6555

' ORIENTAL BPAS
Tiwd Dimensian,
take,
624-0120
SCOTT STERN & THE TRUST
Gntr's Gll, 49 N. Saginaw, Ponliag,
334-9292

Pantiac Thal, Wallea

|
‘, CATHOUSE
| With Fust Word at Finney's Pub, 3965
{ Woodward, Detrort.
&31.8070
| ELAN BANE
With Mother Supenot and Kiss the Clown
| at Paychecks Loungo. 2932 Camitt, ttam.

tramek.
874.0254
JOANNA CONKER

Sulty's, 4758 Greenficld, Oeatborn.
8461920

Saturday, Aug. 15

EARTHFEST'92
Wilh Loudhouse, Butier Twins, Missionary
Stew, Hatloween, Grady Hazy. Inside Qut.
, D.C. Onve, Sknhorse, Cylinderhead,
Forehead Siew, the Exceptions and the
! Civhans 01 thw Michigan Stale Forr.
. frounds. Tickets ate $5.
746.3399

| LO% LOBOS

With Peler Case at_Tne Majestie, 4120
\ Woodward, Detrod. Tickets ate $13.50 18
. advance.
! 99.MUSIC

' TRASHBRATS
The Rz, 17580 Fraino, Rosowilie.
7786404

TEN MIGH
Crass Street Stauon, 511 W, Cross. Ypsi
lanty.
485.5050
RIGULAR 80YS
1 Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, Dearbom.
' 846.1920
1+ CHISEL BROTHERS WITH THORNETTA
I Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Dotrod.
© 996:2737
BEZASTIE BOYS
With L7 at the Phoenix Plaza Amphithea-
tre, 10 Water 5t,, Pontiac,
3341999
BLIND DOQ BLUES BAND
' p Kitchen, 1585 Frankiin St., Delroit.
« 259.4374
- SCOTT CAMPBELL
| Coconut Jos', 225 Jos. Campav. Dettoit.
| 259-3675
| INVERSIONS
New Way Har, 23130 Woodward, Fen.

cale
5419870

L7 stays

By LARRY 0'C
STAFF WRITER

INNOR

Taunt, deawn te the point where
one little pin-prick woukt send you
engulfud in an inferna of tage — LT
knowns the fecting nll tea well,

Many of the rongs on the Holly.
wood-based outhit's Slash release
“Bricks Are Heavy™ are the result
of being pushed to the edge. Dediv.
ecred in a raw, noisy guitnz and
grnove hass manifesto, L7 aumbers
such os *One More Time™ nnd “S..
tlist” aptly depict those emotions uf
just heing plain fed up,

Bul the song, “Diet Pill,” which
revolyes araund o woman secking
revenge on her abusive boyfriend
(“Calgon couldn’t take me away
from the things I've done todny™), i
the mast defi y¢ wtatement in
thix regnnd,

According to hund haxsist and vor
enlist Jennifer Finch, the nunber
was inspired by a TV Interview with
country stur Willie Nelwon in whi

true to punk style

he reculled how one of hls old giel-
frivnds — presumubly at her break-
ing point — conked him on the
hend with a frying pan while aslecp.

That explosive anger is whot fer-
ments ot the core of mony LT works.

““When I'm in love, walklng an
the heach in o happy moxl, 1 don't
write," xaid Finch. “When I'm
pissed, 1 write.' That's Donita’s
{Sparks, guitarist/vacalist) quote.”

However, the song drawing the
most attentinn in these parts is
“Trotend We're Dead,” which s re.
ving ample airplny on CIMX.
FM. In the hatch of heavy rockers,
the lnnguid diksonant soumling cut
in the most heok ridden on the LP,

Kty true to their
roots.  [nfl ?
The list could leave you contorted,
reenlling carly American punk from
the Blasters and Socinl Distortion
to the current Senttle kound erash
uf Mudhoney and Helmet. Snme of
it grooves; some of it bludgeona,

Otherwise, L7
hard

L7 formed In the void between
bath waves, emerging from LA's vie-
ulent hardcore scenc in 1987 with a
self-titled  sibwn on  Epitaph
Records. The bonmil went about
touring this country ar well aa the
UK and roleasedd an EP on Sub
Pop, "Smell the Mogic," in 1990,

L7 has garnered its reputation
nolcly through musle. The fact it's
an all-woman enncmble [k mucle su.

by an li Il;
grunge/groove attack.

“\Vo have no agenda other than ta
play,” Finch said. "We came froin
the hardcore scene and there were
always wamen in that, o it's no big
deal.

“It's lnme hecouse it ghettoizes
us. It classifies un by geader and
not by our music. I'd prefer to get
off the sulect, really.”

L7 apens for the Beastic Boys
Santurday, Aug. 15, at the Phoenix
Plara Amphitheatre, 10 Water St.,
Pontiac. For information, calf N
1999,

BN | Punk roots:

. Holding true
to their hard-
core/punk
roots are L7
band mem-
bers Jennifer
Finch (from
teft), Suzi
Gardner,
Donita
Sparhs and
Dec Plakas.




