Page 4

Cable TV Weekly

Augusl 10-August 16, 1992

Roc’ begins second season
on the air — live

Series’ outspoken star seeks greater challenge

by Suzanne Gill

Broadcasl petworks can be
ditficult to characlerize. Last year,
CBS was No. 3; pow t's No. 1. Once
proud as a peacock, General
Electric-owned NIBC louks like a
dim bulb since losing a Perot-sized
furtune on the Summer Olympics,
while serappy ABRC is now the most
profitable of the bunch.

And then there's Fox. For the
most part an unabashed purveyor of
s ¢ fourth network
oeeasiopally distinguishes itself
with programming that's good by
any standard, and (he impulse to
wholesale condemnation is
{rustraled.

Yel it doesn’t make much sense 1o
find Roe atongstde Vinnde and
Hubby, a comedy entertainment
chiel Peter Chernin has publiely
admitted he was ashamed to aie.

Roe, with a Yale-trained cast
plucked irem a Tony-winning
Broadway play, has more than
cnough on-camera talent 1c ¢l the
story of a Baltimore sanitation
worker, his workIng wife, shiftless
brother and relired dad.

Atter just half a scason, slar
Charles Dutton sounded restless. I
wish we were doing King Lear
every week,” he said in January.
The adrenalin began flowing again
the following month when itoc aired
live during the first week of the
February sweeps. Thai theatrical
turn evidently pleased both nelwork
and viewers, and Fox is credited
wilh the jdea of an entire season of
live performances beginning
Sunday, Aug. 16.

“When | thoughl about it," Duiton
says now, “it thrilled me and juiced
me up because |1 was an opportunity
to make television history (that}

hasn’t been done since 1955."

‘That's how long it's been since a
prime-time drama or comedy serles
aired live each week. Mosi Fox
viewers, who are commercial
television's youngest, weren't even
born then, and the resi probably
didn't have a TV set, For the next 22
wecks, Roc will be performed llve
at 5:3¢ in Los Angcles so that it can
alr at 8:30 in living rooms on the
East Coast.

“I think what will happen,”
Dutton predicts, “is that after two
or three weeks, 14°1) smooth nut. It
be what we do—what this cast does.
And it will be the same as if we
were worklng on a stage play.”

In fact, a live broadcast has one
complication a stage show lacks: the
necessity to periorm cach show In
exactly 30 mlnutes, with time out

Please turn to Page 5

Doucias E. Kutny, p.c.

474-7111

ATTORNEY AT law

Aqqressive and Experienced Trlal ATTORNEYS

NO

Available for:

PERSONAL INJURY CASES IBANKRUPTCY :

m Auto Accidents
B Accidental Death
™ Sfip and Fall

B Fine/Theh/Pnoperty Loss

= Moroncycle Accidents
® Producrs Liability

= Waoagiul Discliange
B Alcokol Related Injuny
® Job Relared Accidents
B AnImal Bite

8 Chaprens 7, 11, & 13

REAL ESVATE -

H Trials
u Closings
u Land Conrracrs

DIVORCE -

® Uncontested
® Contested
m Cusrady

.- PERSONAL INJURY
FEE UNLESS RECOVERY IS MADE

= Toials
B Foamarion
W Plasning & Sales

PROBATE . . i
o Wills

® Estates

CRIMINAL .

B Felony/Misdemeanon
B Druynk Driving

w Tralflc

® Juvenile

FIRST CONSULTATION FREE
22500 Onchand Lake Road * Fanmingron, M| 48536




