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Consortium encourages black- owned businesses

BY Tiz CAl
STAFFWRITER

Joe Leo runw an Allatate Insur-
nnee pgency.

He makes many deals an the tele.
phene.

“Somvetimes,” he said, “a customn.
er will ogree 1o something un the
phene, then come In, laok at me ond
Lreak the deal.”

Perhaps, Lee said, it has some.
thing to do with the fact that he in
black

Eoe's atory is but one example of
the many obstaclew that face black
BLusineas owners, obstacles which
the Oukland County Business Con-
sortium (OCBC} was crented to
combat.

When o group of Southficld busi-
nesi owners founded the OCBC in
1984, their purpose wos to cncuur-
oge binck-uwned husinesses in Oak-
land County. Since then, the con-
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from o hondful of members to 145,
many of whom have stories to tell
about theie invalvement.

Lee, who currently aerven the
connortinm as vice-preaident, is no
exception,

“When | fiest found the OCBC,”
f.ce soitd, “an individual just
walked up ta me and asked, would 1
be Interested in a business?” That
conversation led to Lee's fovest.
ment in Creative Detroit Bidco, the
country's first black-owned venture
and capital company.

TFhat »ort of networklng is
precisely what Boebara Talley, for-
mer Southfield council member,
had in mind when she hedped found
the orgnnization.

“There were 75 firms that wo
identified that did not know the
others existed,” she said,

In ectuen for their $50 per year
cuen, the OCBC's membets receive

rortiua’s  tankn  hove |

mantbly worksh op-

H ‘The Oakland County
Development offlce
has a wealth of infor-
matlon. We have not
had access to thatIn.
formation because we
have not been in the
malnstream long
enough to do so.’

Barbara Talley

portunities and, particalacly im.
partant, access to state and county
bid offera,

‘This access, Talley sajd, was por-
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she saw how the bidding process
workwd agoinat businesscs founded
by minorities.

Black-owned businesses, she ex-

plolned, have not been arcund long
enough to ecatablinh themselves

ticulorly Important. When she
worked in government, Talley said

with government contractors. ‘This,
however, means that many such
lLuslnesses won't last lang cpough
to establlsh themselves. Catch-22.
The OCBC helpa its members by
apending time and effort on abtaln-
ing bid Informntlon from the gov-
ernment, then supplylng it to mem-

TS,

Tatley snid such asalstance, cou-
pled with the OCBC's vocal support
of Its members, has opened up busi-
ness opportunities In the county,

*The bidding process in Oakland
County was not as open as |t could
hove heen,” she mald, lsting in-
stances in which contracts were not
opened to the general business pub-
lic for bidding.

“The Oakland County Develop-
ment office has a wealth of informa-
tion,”" she said. “Wo have not had
accesa to that information because
we have not been in the mainstream
tong ¢nough to do s0.”

To do so, according to OCBC
president James Ralph, black en-
trepteneura need to organize thelr
cfforta.

*“Thero's strength In numbers,”
he sald. “When one black busineas
owner gocs to the state and asks for
greater patronage of black husiness-
es, it won't heppen. When many go,
then things happen.”

The OCBC, Ralph said, fills n
niche which other groups have left
empty.

“These are all types of business
organizations,” Ralph said. “Differ-
ent organizations huve different
agendas. There are a lot of things
that are not addressed in the Chamn-
ber of Commerce that could be ndl.
dressed In the OCBC."”

A strang businesn network in on-
pecially important dusing tough
times, like the srecent recension, naisl
economist and OCBC member Carl
Gregory.

10 WAYS TO

FREE REPORT REVEALS
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I'The value of this
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l Now is the timc to take another look at
Montgomery Ward Optical, But make sure you
bring tn your coupon. It gets you $50 off any
eyeglass or contact lens
$ purchase of $100 or more,
Use {t ioward cyeglasses
with hig brand name frames.
Like Sophla Loren, Cheryl Tiegs
Stetson, J.G. ook, And more!
Or use it toward big brand
contact fenses. Like 1
Acuvue® Disposables,
DuraSof*Colors, or

OFF
Bausch & Lomb Ultras'™

Eye&lasses or
Contact Lenses
Just make suee you

use It, Tear out the caupen, then tear into
Montgomery Ward Optleal.
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The Luxury Of Leather,

DAYS DNLY

10% to 40% storewido.

e

It's truly the best value we've ever found in leather
furniture. 35%* savings on the sofa and sectional shawn.
Plus, Gorman's entire gallery of international leather furni-
tre at 20% to 35% off. Soft, smooth and supple leather in a beautifut
array of colors. Sofas, sectionals, chairs, loveseats and ottomans. And let
a Gorman’s Designer help you decide which contemporary style fits yaur
style. And remember, during Gorman’s Summer Sale you can save
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