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‘Greatest speech Newlyweds met at ‘84 convention

he’s ever given’

Bv T1M RICHARD
STAFF WHITER

HOUSTON — Michigan Repud.
licans woke up Wedneaday snd
{ound that good ol’, folksy John En-
gler in a natlonal figure,

“He gave lota of vialbility to the
state, Our governor waa In the na.
tional spotlight,” soid  Dennln
Flemaland of Huntington Woods, on
alteenate and district chairman,

“I was Impressed that Michigan
had that kind of firepawer,” said
Art Sippola of Livonin, a state party
officer. “How many speakers did we
have up there — thece?”

A tally of several delegates
showed Michigan had no less than
seven speakers on the Astrodome
podium at this year's national con-
vention: Englee talking autos, phi-
lonthropist Max Fisher on Presi-
dent Bush's (rlendship to lsrael,
Detroit Councilman Keith Butler
on the platform, Teen Republican
Michae) Fiury on youth, heritage
leader Frank Stella on nationalities,
Mary Fisher's teatimontal on AIDS
and lame duck Rep. Guy Vander-
Jagt on Congress.

Michigan Democrats had no one
on the podium at their convention,
though former Gov, James Blanc.
hard had & majur role Inskie the
Clinton campnign.

“He (Engler) hos a Tot of clout
with Bush's campaign,” said Sean
Cox, n firsttime delegote from
Livonia. "He's building a national
reputation.” Cox noted network fig.
ures like Ed Bradley ond Dan
Rather have been secking out En.
gler.

Engles's Tuexday night speech
won literally and metaphotically
alwut autos, In the nonlysis of one
guest, Livonia city clesk Josn

McCotter,

Said the governor: “Michigan
leads the way in making cars, and
making cars drives the Amercan
cconomy. Making cars means Joba
for Americans in the stee) foundries
of Pennsylvania, the textile mills of
the Carolinas, the rubber industry
in Ohlo and the electronics labora.
taries of California. . .

*Now let's loak under the hood of
the Clinton-Gore model. When you
Ret past the slick paint job, here’s
what you find: $160 billion in high-

HOUSTON — They met at the
1984 Republican convention in Dal.
las and now the newlyweda are wtill
politicking here in 1992,

“Meet my husband, Joson Allen.
We wero married July 18,” said the
former Suzanne K. Miller of Farm-
ington Hills.

Both were drivers at the "84 con-
ventlon under the guldance of then
state Sen. Doug Cruce of Troy —
shepherding delegaten, party faith-
ful and the press from alrpart 10 ho-
tel and back. Suzanne was a fresh-
man at Wayne State; Joson a soph-
omore at Miami of Ohlo,

They stayed in palitics. Jason Al-
1en makes his living in the family-
awned stare in Troverse

or taxen . .. fuel dards that
will cost 40,000 sutoworkers thelr
jobu In my state alone. Talk about
sticker ahock!

“And for a mode] that only tums
left? . .. And the Clinton model
has already had o test drive — in
Arkansas,” he sald, reciting Arkan-
nas’ fow performance In workplace
safety and schoo! spending. “The
1992 Clinton-Gore model is no Lin.
coln; {t’s a lemon.”

Yvonne Strother of Rochester
Hills sald, “If youre grading
apﬁ'chn. it was one of the better
ones."

““Grentest speech he's ever given.
He connected the different states,”
soid Peg Sippola, & guest from Livo-
nis.

Next moming Engler sald he
junked the first verslon of the
apeech. “\When you've only got five
minutes, you've gutta make every
line work,” he aald. Cmmunications
director Rusty Hills aaid he, Engler
andl chicf of s1aff Dan Pero worked
on it, with Engler himnself making
major contributions.

“A wign of his respect at the na-
tional level,” said state Rep. Susun
Munnell of Howell.
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Clty and serves on the Grand Teav-
erse County Board of Cumminsion.
ers,

Suznne Miller Allen went to
Lansing, first as a clerk in the Sen-
ate Commerce Cammittee but for
the Inst year as adminiatrative as-
sistant to House minority leader
Paul Hlllegonds of Holtand.

She's working hard. “We bove an
event Monday night,” she said of
the “Future Majority Celchration.”
Republicans are working to take
control (66 scats} of the Michigan
Hounse for the fiest time since the
1960n.

She rattled off statistics on the
Houre seat held for eight years by
Democtat James Koateva in Canton

Matchmaker: Coflege students Suzanne Miller and Jason Allen, drivers at a previous
convention, now are driving together through life.

Township. “It's  Repuldican. It
went 58 percent for the governor
(Engler in the 1990 clection),” she
wold. (tnside Michigan Politics, the
political newsletter of Bill Bal.
lenger, tates the district as only 46
ot 47 percent Democratic now that
it has shed the city of Woyne and

picked up Canton Tuwnship.)

“Webb's seat in open, ond that's
Republican,” Suzanne said of retir-
ing Rep. Wilfeed Webb, D-Hazel
Park.

“People thought we were crazy,
but we have a chance ogainst the
speaker (Democeat Lewis Dodak of

Birch Run in outlying Soginaw
Cuunty),” said Suzanne, huw a pas-
senger on the Sheraton Crown Hot
tel’s courtesy bus instead of a driv-

er.

Joson Allen smiled. “I'm just
coming down as a faithful bus.
band,” he said.
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Now arriving:

A new store. A new collection.
Sce our exiraordinary new store for then and women
und the new Calvin Klein Collection far Men, ours exclusively.

Saturday, Avguet 220d 10A.M.
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