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A real jewel

Park needs special care

ogs, drunks, bikers and roller-bladers,
crumb-bum vandals and people aut for
D an “amorous encounter™ after dark
. these are a few of the complaints
Farmington Hills officials are hearing about
Heritage Park these days,

Now, we understand that parks and these
kinds of preblems go together, and an official
tike Bill Costick, Hills city manager, ia realistic
about it.

“The park is getting more usc,” said a candid
Costick recently, “and with use you're going to
have abuse, The park's really cattght on .
and \w re going thraugh a period nrmntum-
tion."

For the record, Costick and other officials are
very concerned about the recent parks prob-
Jems, and we appreciate their response, which
huy been to *double the guard,” so to speak.

Also for the record, Heritage Park is far from
being under attack from undesireables.

But Heritage is special, not some weedy cor-
ner with rasty pluyground vquipment on it. It's
truly the jewel of the Farmington.area recre-
ation scene, and maybe it needs special care —
by officials and residents,

T'hie park stretches west off Farmington Road
just north of the Community Center and it cov-
ers 212 acres, one huge hunk of real estate, even
hy suburban standards.

You can stand in back of the farmer Spicer
home (the land was purchased from the promi-

nent Spicer family about nine years ago) and
look across the valleys and meadows and wood-
lands, As far as the eye can sce, it's Heritage
Park.

It's been described as “the Hilla of Farming-
ton Hills," gently rolling with a tributary of the
Rouge Nowing through. All sorts of wildlife —
deer, racepon, fox - live in those woods.

For humans, there are wilderness trails, sand
volleyball pits, picnic arcas and comfort sta-
tions.

So, it is a special place. Peaple who use it
should take special care. The rules are simple
and posted: No alcoholic beverages; no pets or
horses; only foot traffic on trails; park closes at
dusk; no golf practice; no littering; no bikes ar
roller blades; no cutting, removing, or destroy-
ing trees, {lowers bushes or shrubs; and no feed-
ing the wildlife,

While we ask park users to be more congi-
derate, we also have o request for officials, We
ask once ngum that there bc better communica-
tion, d : the
Department of Special Services, which runs the
parks, and other city departments.

Sometimes it's difficult to know juat what
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goes and what doesn’t in H For 1
Should little kids be playing around that pend?
Is that gazehio really rented out for private par-
tics, and is that a good idea?

Remember, the parkland's heritage continues
with today's usce,

2 anti-drug plans miss mark

Engler's ndministration, one is patently
unconstitutional and the other equals
the distance gained running on ice. The Legis-

«lature shouldn’t waste its time on either pro-

posal.

. The first plan, backed by Engler's drug czar,

; would climinate the right te sutomatic appeals

¢ if w canvict plends guilty to a crime. Czar Robert

: Petersan, Engler’s coordinator of drug pro-

» grams, hasically says automatic appeals clog

1he caurts and are costly.

. (He cstimates a savings of $400,000 in attor-
nu fees and a $2 million savings at the Su-
pn ¢ Court level if automatic appeals were

“abolished.)

Grorge Ward, chief assistant Wayne Ceunty
prosecutor, agrees, particularly on the backlog
argument. “Under the Michigan Constitution, a
defendant has rights . . . the effect of a guilty
plen is to waive those rights.”

What's forgotten here is that the right 1o ap-
peal, under any circumstances, is guaranteed by
the Constitution. That right is not te be med.
dled with; it exists for a reason.

“The purpase is to gunrd against incorrect ac-
cusotiuns that result in unjust prison and/or
death sentences. One cannot put o price tag on
un uppenls process because that could rob an
individual of the only avenue legally availnble
ta prove his or her innocence.

And with some foctions in Michigan atill

0 f two anti-drug plans supported by Gov.

pushing for the death penalty, the spectre of
mistakenly executing innocent people just be-
cause they were denied appeals looms large and
is frightening.

The ather proposal, Senate Bill 1034, again
according to Peterson, would allow citizens to
sue drug dealers, allegedly to drive them out of
buginess,

This sounds a bit like suing the Mafia, or any
other enterprise that eperates outaide the law.
By defintion, these people operate [llegally.
Why does Peterson think they would submit
themselves to, and abide by, a legal proceeding?

Peterson’s iden also allows the government to
absolve itself of the responsibility of governing.
We clect leaders to moke and enforce laws.
What Peterson appears to be saying, though, is
that in this age of getting government off the
our backs, here’s something the government
used to do that you can now do for yourself.

1f we have to do things such as suing drug
dealers ourselves, then we question why we
need the leaders we have.

Finally, citizens already have the right to sue
anyanc they wish,

Ifthe ravernor really wants to govern, instead
of with the ion or abudicat-
ing responsibility in favor of letting the public
do its own fighting, then more tangible, realistic
solutions Lo the drug problem — instead of
these hollow proposals — are welcome.
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QUESTION:
How will Har-
rison High
School — a
perennial
football
powerhouse
— do this .
season? ‘Better than most ‘Most people ‘Pretly good. They | "Goed. . .Inthe
people expect.” don't expect have alot of scimmage, we
Mark Glostzner | whole lot. But | skilled players. did pretty good,
We asked this Formington Hils | believe we ean whowork wellto- | scored atew
question at Har- win stote champi- | gother.’ touchdowns.”
nson High. onship with this Jonl Ross Tony Mitchall
team.” Farmington Hills Fammington Mills
Jack Dallno
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More on sled hill

wish that I did live in a community in

which a hill in winter could be a natural

place to sled, a hill in winter whero it is
natural, reasonable, and fair to expect to slip
and fall if you attempt to walk up or down it.

But no, Iawyers had a better Idea. They creat-
el the concept of “strict liability.”

No one is responsible for their own actions
and nothing is a simple accident. All that mat-
ters to determine liability is who has the most.
insurance that they can get their hands on —
the saurce of that wonderful phrase “deep pock.
ots.”

And no one is penalized. ARer all, it's the
insurance company's money. Gee, I wonder
where insurance companies get their money.

And what [s the owner of the property to do?
The moment the owner modifies the hill, they
have willfully precipitated with malicious in-
tent the next person to fall,

our to keep the
nled hill open. Where is yuurednlurml calling for
the courts to dirmiss thia case and to fine both
the plaintiff and their lawyer for filing a frivo-
lous lawsuit?

Where is your cditerial suggesting thot any-
one who thinka they have been wrunged by
slipping and falling down a hill in winter should
do socicty o favor and stay home?

Address the real problem.

Dave York, Farmington Hills

Opinlons are to be shared: We weicome your
ideas, as do your neighbors, That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basls for opinions in your
own words. We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
fatter and provide a contact telephane number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336.

Alter board selection process

fchigan Democrats and Republicans
M will gather this weekend at their re-
spective conventions,
Among other things, delegates will nominate
cnn(lltluuw for thc boards of the University of

State University and
Wayne State Um\cmhy
The Michigan C. i ires our
t flagnhi; i ities to have

boards elected by the people. Only 12 percent of
the boards for publie, multi-eampus universi.
ties notjonwide are elected; most are appointed
by governors or legislatures,

Whether our system works well is a currently
relevant question.

MSU, for example, recently was torn and bad-
ty damaged by a savage power struggle between
members of its board, football conch George
I’rrlc» nnd president John DiBiaggio. DlBlngmo

d this to become
smalbler private school. Rumor has it that pnu
honrd disunity is hindering the scarch for a suc-
CeRsor,

[ happen to know something abaut this, as 1
ran (successfully) for clection to the UM board
in 1990,

The system is bizarre, Nobody knows who
you are or what office you are running for, tet
alone what your credentials are or what your
views on higher education might be.

Media coverage is nlmost entirely lacking.
Radio and TV totally ignore the roces. Newspa-
pers seldom cover what the did say. Ex-

ventions often is erratic, selecting enmlulnta
who are i good and ctimes not su
good, Many able and gunlified people decline to
submit to the nonsense or scrutiny (you pick)
which inevitably accompanies a partisan race,

But no system is perfect.

Appointing governors can be inattentive or
awayed by favoritism or big contributions, or
cven carrupt. A 1991 survey taken by the Gov.
erning Boards of Colleges anid Universities
found that two-thirds of presidents were not

Ited hy appointing g and that 25
percent thought appointments were made with
*little or no care.”

In my view, there are real addvantages Lo elect-
ing boards. Candlidates must campaign, which
Is an eye-opening reality test for many. And
clecting bounl membera conlers legitimacy on
thuir a i !hnt in Michigan hns

N

cepting the Detroit News and Free Press and
the Booth Newspopers, editorial analysia and
endlorsements are perfunctory,

And because candidates and thelr positi

conkiderabile i lence for univer-

sities against the whims oflhu Legislature,
Maybe a goad solution would be to return to
the nyalnm uml helore the 19633 Constitution

arc unknown, few people bother to vote for the
etlucation posts. In 1990 the average fallofl from
the voto for governor to university boards was
18.4 percent.

Should the « ystem be changed? Attempts
have been made, The argumenta for appoint-
ment soun pretey good,

The eh-cuun turns mw a populumy contest,
often deote 1 by
rinl coattails. The political pmc»na nt state con-

was adopted, in which school elections — both
local and statewlde — took place in the spring
of odd-numbered years. With no big races en for
president, governor, Congress or the state Legis-
lature, the news medin ]uu(l clnw attention to
ticl Voters were inf

And, most observers say, the averall quality
of university governing boards was better than
it is today.

Phit Pawer is chairmun of the company that
owns this stewspuper,




