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Bill may jeopardize state’s archery deer season

The Tiberal
77.day archery
deer season we
enjoy here In
Michigan may be
in Jeopardy unleas
concemned archers
can head off a
pait of bills thet
would legalize
crosabaws for the
archery deer sea.
aon,

Introduced this
apring by senator
Juseph Conroy (D-Flint), SB 932
would redefine the teem bow to In.
clude crosabow and SB 933 would
authorize the use of a crossbow dur-
Ing the archery deer scason. The
bills ate currently resting in the
Scnote Committee for Natural Re.
sources and Environmental Affalrs.
But the committee could take ac-
tiun on the bills an ¢arly an Septem.

3

Bow hunting is an extremely
challenging sport for the archer. A
buw s a sedf-limiting, short-rango

weapon, It is hand.drawn, hand-
held, and hand-released, To be a
successful bow hunter, the archer
muat {irst learn the weapon's poten-
tial and the range in which It 1s ef-
fective. The draw end releasc of an
arrow must be es inatinctive as
drinking water, But theso tasks can
only be accomplished through cen-
siderable practice — which is half
the fun of the apart.

The theill of bow hunting ts in
the chase. It's galning the know.
haw and the bunting prowess to en-
counter your quarry at very close
range. It's not how far you can shoot
an arrow, but how close you can get
to the game, The natlonal average
kill shot with & bow Is less than 20-
yards,

A big difference

‘The croashow may have a time
and a place in the woods, but it
isn't during the archery season [n
Michigan, which is what propo.
nents of the bill — mainly the

crosabow Industry — are shooling
fc

If crosabown are allawed during
the archery scason, with the In-
creaned kill, the season (length)
would be [n jeopardy,” said Tem
Morang, MBH Distrlct 10 Gover-
ner. *Bow hunting I»s supposed to
be a challenge. It’s not aupposed to
be eany. We want to keep bow hunt-
ing an it s right now,"

By comparison, a crossbow [»
closer to a gun than a bow. It has a
stock, a trigger, sights and it is car-
ried fully loaded. Click off the safe-
ty and squeeze the trigger.

A bow is most effective at ranges
of 30-yards or lean whllc a crosabow
Is capable of producing three-inch
groups at ranges of 60-yards or more
with very little practice, Bows have
pull welghts averaging 65 pounds
and less while most crossbows are
set at pull weights of 150 pounds or
mote.

Once a crossbow in alghted in It
shoots much like a rifle. Minimat
practlee is required. And the trigger

eliminates the possibility of human
erroe on the release. It [a much casi-
er to shoot something that is al-
ready cocked at full draw rather
than having to draw down on your
quarry when it moves into range.

It doesn't take s rocket scientlst
to realize how much of en impnact
such a weapon would have on the
succeas rate during the archery sea-
aon,

The battle rages

"We already have a problem with
some legislators who say we don't
need m 77-day scason,” explsined
Jerry Keck, editor of the Michigan
Bow Hunters News and & member
of the crassbow commlttee for the
Professionnl Bowhunter's Society,
“If crossbowa are legalized there [»
no question it would ruln our sea.
son as we know it. We dan't feel
crossbows should be legalized any
more than we feel & 30.06 ahould be
legalized during bow season.”

This jan't the firat time there has
been a push to legallze crossbows.
Bills have been introduced in the
past that called for legalization of
cronabows for handicapped hunters
and legalized crosabow hunting
dusing the firearm deer season.

“Since the late 70's they've been
trying to get their foot in the door
here in Michigen,” Keck sajd. *We
know the Industry will never be
hoppy If crusshows are just legal-
ized for the handicapped or {or the
fircarms season. There are 500,000
deet hunters In Michigan who ha-
ven't come eround to archery and
these are the people the industry
wants to get to. In Ohio, the
buwers got their foot In the door &
they took over the archery season,

In Ohio, where they have a frac-
tion of the number of hunters and
deer that we have In Michigan,
cromsbows were legalized for use
during the firearms deer season in
1976, (The seascn hag limit in Ohio
in une decr whether it 1s taken with
a firearm, low, croasbow or muzzle.
londer.) Crossbow huntera exper.

enced marginal success that year,:
taking just 27 deer. :

By 1981 the number had risen to
193. Croasbows were legalized for
the archety season in 1982 and Ohio
crossbow hunters took 446 deer, By
1990 the crossbow hunters hod
overtaken the archery huntees 6494
to 5,593 and last season crosabow.
hunters tock 9,401 compared to just
7,708 for erchers, '

Lts face it, with the number of
hunters we have in Michigan and;
the liberal bag limit crossbow hunt.:
ers would have a huge impact on-
the harvest numbers during the-
orchery season,

“I urge all bow hunters to write Lo
their senators and express their
views,” Keck said. “We've been
fighting the crossbowers for & long
time and thin is the biggest push
they have ever made. Once they pet
thelr foot in the door they're here to
stay. They started at the end of the
Ohio season now they sun the whole
season. We don’t want that to hap
pen here in Michigan.”

Enough sald.

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

UPCOMING
EVENTS

B ARCHERY SHOOTS

® Detroit Archers will hald 8
brusdhead shoot Sunday on its
walk-through range in West
Bloomfield, 624-8140. A Bow
Hunter's Jamboree (42 3D tar.
Rets) Legins at 9 n.m, Saturday
and Sunday, Sept. 1213, Call the
Detroit Archers 24-hour hotline
for upcoming events, 661.2550.,

@ Royal Oak Archers will hold a
28-target hroadhead ahoot begin-
ning at 8 a.m. Sunday on [ts
walk-through range in Lake
Orlon, 693.9799 or 693-1369.

#® The Western Wayne County
Conservation Associntion will
hold a bireadhead sheot Sunday,
Sept. 13, on ita walk-through
range in Plymouth Twp., 453-
0843,

M DATES/OEADLINES

® Easly clk season opens Sept. 9,

@ Bear season opena Sept, 10,
® December elk hunt applica.
tlons must be postmarked by
Sept. 16,

® Rabbit, squirrel, woodcock
and grouse seasons opens Sept.
15,

® Antlerless deer permlt appll~

held Friday, Saturday and Sun.
day at the Detroit Gun Club In
Walled Lake, 265-6042,

H FISHING CLUB MEETINGS
® The Four Seasona Fishing
Cluh meets 7:30 p.m. the first

day of ench month at the

cationa must be p
Sept. 24,

M FIREARM SAYEYY CLASSES

® Michigan Hunter Education
Clinic {Safe Huntet Certification
Course) will be held Saturday
and Sunday, Sept 12-13, at the
Michlgan State Fairgrounds. Ad-
ditional clintea wiil be offered
Oct. 10-11 and Oct 31-Nov. 1,
827.3200.

# Safe Hunter Certification
Course will be offered Saturday
and Sunday, Sept. 26-27 at the
‘Wayne County Sportsman’s Club
in Romulus, 632.0285.

B SHOOTINQ EVENTS

® The 1992 Michigan State

Maplewood Center in Garden
City, 477-3816.

® Homeo B.A.S.S. Busters meet
7 p.m, the firat Tuesdny of each
month at the Ramee Community
Youth and Civie Center, 286+
G469,

WFISHING EVENTS

® Fishing cuntests will be held
through Sept, 7 an Crocked Lake
ot Indlependence Oaka County
Park, 625.0877, and on Bubl
Lake at Addison Oaks County
Park, 693-2432.

® Motor City Charity Baas Clas.

slc Tournament will be held Sun-
day, Sept. 20, in Mt. Clemens,
949.0151.

B FUND-RAISERS

® A Wild Affalr, featuring s ait-
duwn dinner, auctions, raflles
and prizes, begina at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 2, at the Tim-
ber Ridge Golf Course in East
Lansing. Proceeds will henefit
the Michigan Wildlife Habitat
Foundation, (517) 8823110,

W HUKTING CLINICS/SHOWS
# Woodn-N-Water News Out.
duor Weekend, featuring semi-

Clinics begin at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19, and Saturday, Oct. 17,
ot the Westemn Wayne County
Cunservation A intl

dark, beginu at 8:30 p.m. Friday
at Indian Springs.

in
Plymouth Twp., 453-9843.

METROPARKS

W BOATS ON THE REACH
A four-day boat show featuring
more than 300 boats will be held

[ |

An opportunity for family mem.
bets to help paddle the 34-foot
Voyager Canoe, begins nt 10 a.m.
Sunday at Stony Creek. 4

B MITROPARK
REQUIRTMENTS
Most M k are

through Sunday at Kensi:

B NATURE'S NIGHTLIFE
A naturalist-led hike in search of
creatures that hecome active after

free, while some require & nomj.
nal charge. Advanced registration
snd a motor vehicle permit are re.
«uired, 1.800-47-PARKS.

nurs, speakers, exhibl enter-
tainment and more, will be held
Friday, Saturdey and Sunday
Sept. 11:13 at the Eaatern Michi-
gan Falrgrounds in Imlay City,
724.0254 or (§17) 323.0868.

@ NRA Whitetail Deer Hunting

Skeet Champianships will be
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