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Law from page 1D

Tour from page 1D

Beat occupancy after Jan, 26, 1993,
also must comply,

Seminars, workshops, lectures
and continuing education courses
are ways ASID members can learn
abaut the law.

“We must educate our members
on what it is . .. It's important
that our members be educated and
educate their clicnta,”

Besides the ADA, thers has been
a significant demand for desigos
that meet special nceds. Bartier-
free dealgn, cffective space plan-
ning. a universal dealgn approach
and planning “lifestyle deaign” can
anawer this.

For examplr, homes are often de-
signed to accommodate a resident
from birth to death. They are flexi.
le 80 they can change as the reai-
dent grows older, Lighting and color
are taken into account to accommo-
<ate visual impairment from aging.

‘The ASID hes o position paper
nn univeraal deslgn, and Michlgen's
atrict access lawa alreedy in effect
have put the state ahead in thin
maiter,

“We've been on that tack for a
long time now.

“The wonderful thing is that all
this . . . is on a contlnuing basis.
ASID has been working with unl.
veranl deaign for a long time."

"Good deaign in a sense is uni-
versal dealgn,” snid Harrell Scarcel-
lo, preaident of the Michlgan chap-
ter of the ASID.

“You're making producta and en-
vironments that are suitable. . . at
any stage of their life, any stage of
physical impainment.”

One cxample is a lever instead of
‘a dootknob. A lever that you push
down is caslee to handic than a
doorknob if your arms are full of

packagen or if you have arthritls.
1t's [mportant for bnndlng own-
ers and end

The houses show s varlety of
-tylu “‘They are in the Holy Name

interior dealgners ta ahow they rrc
ognize the need and are making
necessary changes to comply.

“We're just really getting the re-
ality of the thing in to our cllents,”
Kennedy naid.

“It doesn’t need to be a horrible
thipg for them, economically or dis.
ruption-wies."

Kennedy adviscs designers to
have someonc with a disability go
through o bullding and check every-
thing.

Wide olsles, carpet thresholds
that aren’t more than one-half inch
high, and carpet plle with a thick.
ness that won't Impede a wheels
chair are cxamples of good featuren.
A building can still have stairs but
altenative means must be offered
for disabled people.

Signage and graphicn are more af-
fected than other features, They
mumt be a certain mize and hove
Braille.

“It"s all very logical, nothing to be
frightened of . . . bt to get in aml
find out,” Kennedy said.

*Qur challenge is just . . . (be)
sure that the information geta out
there,

*None of this |s particularly new
(cxcept) signage. There is so much
that can be done today for someone
with o disability.”

‘The United States in shead of
other countries on this matter, Ken-
nedy said. He told about vialting a
hotel in South America that had

d, north of Maple and
west of Woodward,

The ticket price of $15 includes a
Harvest Tea 2.4:30 p.m. at the
Communlty House, 380 S, Bates,
which ia aponsoring the tour. For
more Informaticn, call the Commu.
nity House at 644-5832, The tour is
expected to sell out this year.

Ollis Weidokol’s house, where he
has lived for 26 yeats, is a copy of
Cape Cod cottage. It is nestled in lts
own cozy pocket, so secluded thet
many people don't know It's theso,
he sald.

“The house is nmall ao everything
has to be very neat and 6t right in,”
said Weidokol, an interlor designer
who formerly worked in Troy and
now works nt the house.

The friendly, snug house gives an
18th-Century Williamsburg feeling.

“keeplng room,” s sort of family
room. An English pewter cabinet
there houses a stereo and TV, Ma-
terin) gathered at the top and bot-
tom makes up the front of the cabi-
net doorn.

‘The famlly enjoys the “dining
porch,” with its brick floor and
large windows. It can seat 10 peo-
ple. A space heater, situated out of
aight under the windows, helps
warm the porch in winter,

The dining porch Jookns out at a
lush yard featurirg the Rouge River
and the sound of a nearby waterfall.
Terracen with ruse hushes slupe
from the patlo that runs the lmmh

of the house. Tiles with
lis and other designn have Imn in-
corporated into the patio steps.
Other planta growing in the yord
include a !apanesc maple planted
21 years ago ("our pride and joy™)

Colora are deep coral and what
Weidekol called “Williamaburg
blue," with off-white accents and
ceilings. In one room an area carpet
features all three colors.

All of the floors are pine from an
old warchouse. Beams are from a
house in Vermont. Wrought-iron
latches are at hand. Some doorways
between rooms contaln two narrow
doors instead of cne regular-size
door.

The kitchen featurea new tile
counters and rails along the count-
ers. Adjncent to the kitchen In the

and i, Iy foems a
large fan againat the altde of the
house

The house was built in 1951 by a
woman,

“Structurally everything was here

« She thought of everything in
such a little house.”

Karen Smith s changing the de-
car of her Tudor style house frum
country to English. Smith and hee
family have been living at the house
for eight years.

A curving brick walkway leaths 10
the front docr, and the drivewsy cire
¢cles In the back.

Tour attraction: The Smith home in Birmingham is one of
eight featured on the Downtown Living Tour this month.
The houses present a variety of styles, inside and out.

Staith's favorite room is the den,
which featuees beams from the Old
Mitl Pund and a painting in the
center of the cviling that resembles
an antique map.

“Yuu can see the lake from this
room,” ahe said.

In une bedroom, the bedspread,
wallpaper and stenci) design along
the top uf the wall all match.

Mary Aljian's house ix on island
in a garden sea. The grounds burst
with u variety uf plunts, including
five boxwoods, a hawthurn, lilacs
arel the originnl peonies from the
1920 reaidence. Ninety percent of

the plants are perennials, xoid Al-
jinn, an artist who has lived in the
house for 22 yoars.

Inside, 8 sunken living routn is in
the English or northern European
style, Aljian said. Beams in the
room came from the barn of the
Quarton estates. The room features
# fireplace and 8 coat of anns on
opposite walls. Pewabic tile and
built-in storage space are among
other featurea of the house.

“I tried to stay with the hinune, in
keeping with the house. | didn't
want to do contempotary in this
kind of houne.”

ateps with no ralling, and di;

a conference In Canada in a place
with ningle steps that would make
it inconvenlent to move a wheel-
chair.

Address
with style

NORTHFIELD HILLS CONDO

DON'T MISS OUT

IN 20 YEARS!!!

TEMPLE-INLAND

MORTGAGE CORPORATION

ON THE LOWEST INTEREST RATES

TEMPLE-INLAND MORTGAGE
CORPORATION, A National Lender
with 34 years of experience is here
to service your mortgage needs.

We offer compcetitive rates and feest
We Guarantee Courteons and
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