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Rocky road to garden beauty

(AP) — Rocks and atones in a garden are a little bi® like
weeds — [f correctly put to use, they can add value and Inter-
et to the gorden. Size Is not a factor; from pebbles ta baul-
ders, rocks can be put to good use,

Rocks add strength, texture and color that complement
plants. For the most desmatic dlsplay, use rocks that are indi-
genous to your arez. If you are attempting to create a natural
setting, rocks and stones should look fike they belong.

With a little imnginatlan, every size nnd shape can be used.
Small stanca can be raked ovee u weed barrier, liko black plas-
tic ot landacape fabric, to create n fine-testurel mulch, Stone
mulches sround trees and shrubs help protect trunks and
stemn from mawer damage during the summet.

Larger rocks make attractive edging along paths and around
irregular-ahaped beds of flowers, shrubs, or a mix of ground
covees and spring bulbs, Rocks can bu set on the surfaco or
ulightly into the soll to preduce varicty. Large rocks can also
be used to hold back mounds of scil raised planter beds. A
slightly irregular ahape helps create a naturol appearance to
your garden design,

A lorge, interestingly shaped boulder can serve on an accent
point in the landscape. It can mazk the entrance to a driveway
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ar tone down an exposed water or gas meter. When rocks are
used to cover a problem, make certain that all Itemn in the
design blend well together. Tou often, the rocka and related
landscaping only draw attention to the problem.

Fiat atones make Idea) stepplng stones and pethways in the
garden. When they are set Into the soll level with the sur.
rounding lawn, you will be able to muw right over them. Sunk-
en stonen are also easier and safer to walk on and they also
can be used for a rough-textured patio o set of ateps,

1f you are able to get enough flat stane and rock, you may
even be able Lo construct an nttractive stone wall, which can
be a work of art and add greatly to the appearance of your
tandscape or garden.

Stono walls add height and can be constructed far a plant-
Ing mpace on top. Wall can also be funciional to hold soil or
stabilize a slope on the praperty.

Natural rock tedgen that crop out of the ground also can be
used to advantage. When the il is 5o shallow that mowing is
a problem, you can expose more of the rock to create small
planting pockets of sail.

1f the exinting stone ia set quite low, add more rock Isyers to
give some additivnal height to the final design.
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"These plans arc designed to
meet the needs and desires of the
consumer by allowing eligible appli-
cants to finence a home under a va.
riety of seenarios,” said Kathy Pite
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nee Aher, second vice president for
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To See Our Fabulous New Models
From $159,900.

You'll find our brand new collection of detached condaminium homes
more atiordable, more liveable and more luxurious than ever before!

We've added exciting new ranch, colonials and 1% story loft plans with
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So come see our furnished modets and remarkably natural surroundings.
Now we're Zven cacior 10 get o, via newly paved Halsted Road.
T Once here, you'll find The Lagoons suits
variety of lifestyles, most especially yours.
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