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Hawks eye 3rd straight WLAA tennis title

By NEAL ZtP8ER
SPECIAL WITER

High school is starting and the
falt season is right around the cor.
ner. Yau know what that means —
Farmington Hills Harrison is ready
to clalm another chumpionship.

Most people come to this conclus
sion over the success of the Hawk
foothinl] program. This season, how-
evir, the football team is rebuilding,
Dut Harrison iy expected ta contin-
ue their domination in anothee
#port — giels tennia,

“Thin tnay be the year that an-
other sport ot Harrison gets some
recognition,”  said vosch  Bernie
Guldlatein, who enteen his 181h sea-
son. “The fuotball team hos de.
served ith recognition. They hove a
great program. But Hareison also
hax bud gowd hasketball teams and
buseball teams gecently.”

Gollstein’s mudesty may  have
omitted the words “tennis teams,”
but the rest of the league is well
uware of the Hawks' recent success.

Harrison has won the Western
Lakes Activitien Asxociation title
the past twn scanons and has only
Lust vne conlerence duad meet in the
laet two years. Afler losing their
fizat nan-vonferenve mateh last sca-
sun, the Huwks went 11-0 in the
league and 13-1 overal),

Despite the high finish, Harrinon
fuiled to aclvunce out of its tough
Class B regional, which featured the
top twn teams in the state —
Bloomfield Hill»  Andover and
Hloomiield Hills Kingswood.

‘This season, the Hawks will com-
pele on the Class A level. Goklatein
believes the move will belp Horri-
son'x chances.

“It hurt {not getting pust the ree
gionals) because we knew we were
bretter than some of the teams that

did advance in Clasa A,” Goldstein
waid. “I think we would have been
in the tup 10 in thy state In Class

‘The Hawks [ost only two doubles
ployers, Judie Whitchead and Alisa
Bambenek, ond return & senior-
filled team.

“We have meven seniors on thls
year's squad, snd we have to win
this year or else,” Goldsteln aald.
“We can't wait until next year."

Returning an the firat singles
player 1s sophomote Stephanie
Schwalm, who has improved, Gold-
stein said,

“She has added a better serve.
She goes to the net and volleys wekl.
She can adapt her game to the type
of game her opponent s ploying.
She played very well Jast year with
the pressure of being a freshman.”

Senlor Julic Helst, one of the
hardeat hitters on the team, returns
to claim her second singles position
anxl is more relaxed this year, ac-
cording to Goldstein.

“In the past khe wan very tense,
But she Is having o good time on
the caurg and even Joughing out
there,™

Senior Jill Barringer [n the third
singles player, and senior Kriati
Curnwell has moved from first dou-
bles 1o try fousth singles,

Senjur Lisa Tomle, who won last
yenr's third singles player, teama
with her close friend, junior Amy
Tuobe, 1o tnuke the first doublcs
team.

The secoml doubles team will be
the former third team of weniors
Melissa Prendergant and Barb Ut-
terbach, Goldstein predicts o good
scason for them,

The third doubles team will be
senfor Caroline Chubl nnd sopho-

more Jodle Barringer. Sophomores

Destiny Laczkowski and Kristln

Wolters are the fourth doubles.
*“1 would like us to three-peat and

advance to the atate (finals)," Gold-

ateln sald. *“This potentially could

bo the strongeat team 1've ever had
cre.”

FARMINGTON MERCY

In his clght years as Farmington
Mercy's conch, Jim Kerwin has
leamed to accept the word “good,”
but it's the word “champion" he
wants to hear,

Kerwin describes the Masiine as
“n better thon average team but not
at the state {championahip} Jevel.”
Since 1984, Kerwin has conched
winning teams that hove fatlen
ahort of the next level.

The last time Mercy captured the
Catholic Lengue title won 1986
when they qualified for state, Since
then, they have had guod teams, in-
cluding Jast yenr's 9.4 squad which
finixhed second, but hoave not been
able to surpass Birmingham Ma-
tiun.

“They are alwnys the team to
bent," said Kerwin, who's team a
off to n 2.0 start.

The Marlins lost cight senlors
from to groduation, but theie big.
geat lows Is the teansfer of their top
singles player from lokt senson,
Meagan Ledbeteer.

Sophamare Kristen Kluskn, the
No. 2 player last seoson, will fill
Ledbetter's spot. Freshmon Amy
Modica has emetged as the new No,
2 player. Sophomore Jackie Rajko-
vich snd senior Peggy Murller will
be the thind and fourth players, re
spectively.

Ketwin is relying on a paie of
freshmen, Julie Zimmerman and

Katic Emery, for his finl doubles
combination,

Sophomores Dana Fischioni anid
Anjali Thaker make the sevond
doubles team, while juniors Mi-
chelle Uller and Dawn Green are
the third duo. Sophomore Susan
Milas and sophomore Kristina Ku-
delco are the final doubles combi.
nation.

“We arc as good as last ycar's
team and actually we have more po-
tentinl,” Kerwin sald. “It all de-
pends on how well we come togeth-
e

Even though Mercy does have
several young players, Kerwin isn't
worried about a lack of experience.
Onc reoson [s the Marlins partici-
pation in an eight-school junior var-
sity tennin league.

“There in no questlon the JV
tcam has helped our program,”
Kerwin sald. “It'n not like taking
new kuls once they come up to the
varnity. There are some good teams
in the conference, and they supply
guod competition.”

NORTH FARMINGTON

Three yeara ago, North Farming-
ton won the \WLAA, The next year,
they struggled in what tumned out to
be o rebuilding year.

The Raiders finished 10-4 In dual
meets [nst year, fourth overall in the
WLAA and wound up qualifying for
the state finals after o strong show-
ing in the regional. So what's the
outlook for this year's team?

*1¢ will all depend If we can get
support from our doubles teams,”
coach Norm  Stanlszewski  said.
“Our doubles combinationn are still
our big question marks. 16 we can
get some depth there, we may cause
rome trouble for some teams.”

North lost five senlora last yoar,
including the first doublea team of
Hadley Thurman and Jana Bock-
cath, Staniszewnki consldered them
the most productive last year.

The first and second singles play-
et return but will ewitch positions
Junior Keely Jones will be in the
No. 1 spot and senior Jennifer Reel
the No. 2.

“Keely has Improved from lnst
year,” Staniszewskl said. “Her
serve in stronger, she is more experi-
enced and she is hitting the ball
harder than she did last scason,
Jennifer, who in a lefthander, is a
conaistent player. They are alva
good friends.”

Sophomote Allison Walkon and
Jjunior Heather Stancman will likely
be the third and fourth singles play-
ery, reapectively.

After thet, theee in 8 dung list of
players fighting for the doubles
spots. Juniors Renee Chou, Lindsay
Livermore, Jennifer Irani, Jennifer
Kosutic, Emily Oches, Jennjicz Pa-
Jewski, Brenda Cho, Keri Krentzin
and Dana Sezling will all nee some
time.

Freshman Heather Comwell und
Amy Marks also will be in the dou.
blea puzzle, Staniszewski said.

FARMINGTON

Preparation for each Farmington
match begins the previous night.

“Fhe team geta together and hns
dinner at one of the girl’s houses,”
coach Brenda Poyne anid, “They're
a real close group, They cat together
and make posters togethee. They
have a lot of spirit.”

Farmington will combine that
wpirit with youth and hope to im-
prove on last season's 4.6 mark and
ninth-place finish in the WLAA,

Four players are battling for the
four singles apota, and eny one can
play any posltion.

The leading candldate is junior
Sarah Burdi, a tranafer from Livo.
nia Stevenson. She played second
singles for the Spartans.

Sophomure Julie Haight, who
played third ningles, alao ia fighting
for @ spot along with improved jun.
ior Laura McWilllam.

Payne Is impressed by the play of
freshman Beth Wilsan, The left.
handes has become one of the hard.
est hitters on the squad, and Payne
expects bur to be the top aingles
player within the next two years,

The Falcons unly huve two sen.
iora on their roster, and both will
make up the fient doubles team.
Kiran Arora, who played first don.
Ules lant year, will be joined by
Wendy Michalski.

Sophumores Deven Woodruff and
Leslic Britt make up the second
doubles team, juniors Lauren
Tucker and Hollle Willlams the
third.

The fourth doubles poxition in
wtill open. Leading candidates ane
the teams of junior Deanna Heaki
and rophommore Erin Keaney, junios
Amber  Schoettle and  freshmun
Kriaten Zhanek. Freshionn Korin
Szopo nml junior Amy Murphy wil}
nee time on the court.

“We nhuuld do well this acoson,”
Payne said. “Other cosches are
scared of us for u change.”

Paynce, who was a doubles player
ut Furmingtun before grodusting in
1980, thinks her wecond year of
coaching will be casier than her
twokic aeason.

“Getting used to coaching was
tough,” sdmitted Paync. “Playing
in casivr than conching.”

Livonia
fighters
get help

Ifa lmxer had nu luck in the
ring Wedoesduy  at the Vegas
Night Boxing Show, he could nllll

v

on Plymouth Road, cast of
Middlebelt, schueduled to open in
0 couple weeks, Soucy waid.

About 600 fank attended, Soucy
xaid.

try hin hand at the bl
table.

That's what auude this amateur
Banning show at Livonin's Lavrel
Manen different than any athee
ever fiehd in Michigan, nccording
tu Livonia Buxing Club Directar
Paul Soucy, Proceeds from the
show went 1o the LBC's new gym

“A in
entitled to u V(Lnn \Igm . Suucy
said, “It was encouraging for the
first time but we'll be o lot more
succensful on aur next (Vegas
Night} venture.”

Those fans who were abile to get
theiz attention away from the
blackjack tables saw some com.

petitive fights on the cight-bout
card. The LBC was well represent-
ed with six fightess, including
Steve Bond and Scott Mattson,
cousing from Garden City,

Bond improved hin record ta 5-1
ox o 165-pounder with & second-
round  Technical Knockout of
Juhn Hart, a Livonia native fight-
ing vut of the Coletnan Young
Cluls in Detroit. The referee called
the fight when Hort was having
trouble keeping his balance after
taking & standing eight count

ngainst the ropes.

1 started controlling the fight
when | was just Doxing him,”
Bond said. " caught him with
some good punches, scured him
and he just started brawling. The
secundd round he come out end
Mill wanted to brawl xo J brawled
with him."

Hart gradusted in 1982 from
Livonin Franklin where he was an
all-league basketball player. He
teok up boxing eight months ago
and is 1-1 as an amateur.

“Thin keeps me in shape,” said
Hart, who works Manheim Auto
Action in Flat Rock. “{Basketbal)
i behind me now, 1 try different
things all the time.”

Hart’'s  lack  of

showel,

experience

“tf I had 1o do it agsin I woulil
have boxed mere and stayesd out-
side and jabbed,” woid Han, who
played blackjack afterwards, 1
stood right in front of him and 1
was an cosy target,”

APubhc Sarvcaof
ThaPscaton

This is a tough problem
even for bright kids.

Its not math or science thats keeping, bright
kids out of college. Its home economics. That's
why giving to the United Negro College Fund
is SO imporant.

As the most experienced source in providing
general operating support for historically blick

colleges, we've enabled thousands of deserving
students to get a quality educs
But vour help is still ur;,uulv needed. With-
out vou this problem has no sotution. Send
vour donation to: UNCE 500 E. 62nd Street.
New York, NY 10021,

ion,

UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND
A Mind Is A Terrible Thing To Waste.




