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Well owners want to
keep out city water

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKE
STAYF WRITER

Ruth Rycroft says there's another
nide 1o the Iatest request for water
service in rursl Biddestone Woods
subklivision.

“We are happy with our wells. We
don't want the subdivision dug up,”
aaid the presid Bidd

M ‘The resldents are happy with thelr wells. |
don't want to drink city water. | don’t want It to
be fluorinated. | don't want it to be chlorinat-
e

Ruth Rycroft

the assoclotion doesn’t want to pay

Wouds Homeowners Associatlon.

But other resldents — a minority
1ed by Steve and Sandra Secrest —
want water and have sgaln peti-
tioned the Farmington Hills City
Council for a specinl asscssment
district that takes in only 10 lots.
Twenty-vight homeownera live in
the subvision off Farmington
Hoad, north of 11 Aile.

A public hearing scheduled for
7:30 p.m. AMonday, Scpt, 14, will in-
clude the entire subdivision rother
than just the Sccresta’ requested
district. Special osscssment dis-
tricta can be reduced but they can’t
De enlarged without petition.

“An you know, my wife and | have
been actively but futively trying to
get city water for over o yearn”
Sccremt wrote the city council,

The city has allowed the Scerests
the optivn of hooking up 1o an exint.
ing water mein on Farmington
Reod. But that hook.up would
rerve only the Secreata and at great
expense,

This Intest move — the second
ufficial one before the city councit
— 10 hiring water into the subdivi
sion on Farmington Road anneys
Ruth and Rob Rycroft an well as
the tnajority of humeowners,

. L
don’t want 10 drink city water. |
don't want it to be fluorinated. 1
don't want it to be chlorinated.”
But she'll tell you that if the
Secrests and the city council want
s put water in and have it accom-
plished on a payback system allow-
ing residents to hook.up when they
want, that's fine. The mnjority «f

on for water, Rycroft
sald.

‘The Secrests had argued that
their water — and the water of some
neighbors, such as Victor Cassnr’s,
isn't any good. But Oakland County
results say it's fine. Casnar, howev.
er, soys it till isn’t any good.

“Oakland County did a batch of
tests. The resulta of that batch were
quite suapect. It didn’t moke a
whole lot of sense is what Onkland
County said,” said Tom Biasell,
Farmingten Hitls public services
directar,

Oakland County did mote tests,
“In a sanitary annlysis of wel) wa.
ter, the presence of nitrates ia of
wpecinl significance. If nitrates are
found it indicates an index of
groundwater pollution by sewage ef-
fluent. All nitrate sample resulta in
this study were zero,” according to
the county health department.

At the Aug. 17 meeting where
Secrest’s latest petition was dis-
cusaed, City Manager William Cos-
tick recommentded in s report to the
council that a public hearing
whould be detayed beeouse of the
lack of a health hazard and an ex-
isting mozatorium issued by the
state health department. While a
T2.inch water main is supposed to
be built through Franklin, the state
dvean’t want anymure hook.ups.

Hut the city council overrede
Coxtick's recommendation. Rycroft
xai) membieen of the association are
becoming exasperated,

“There's nv way there's 8 majori-
ty," Rycroft smid. “They should
have o aubstantial majority.”

Rycruft admitted that she didn’t
appreciate  councilwoman Jaanne

Smith’'s Aug. 17 commenta about
well water, “She publicty stated she
once had well water and dislikes it.
She'’s putting & negative eflect on
every pivce of propsay with well
watee, That's unjust.”

Seccrest admitted to the city coun-
cil Aug. 17 that he didnt hove o
majority of property owners who
want water. That's why he only touk
his petition to property owners near
his house.

But Rycroft calla that gerryman
dering. “1 don’t think they should
subdivide vur subdivisiun, Her hus.
band, Rub, agreed. "It a bit like
divide and conquer.”

Rycroft and other neighbors
think that ance a petition diex, the
insue whould alro die. They say it'
unfair for a few homeowners to con-
tinue the fight by creating smaller
districts within a subdivision where
they will get what they want despite
majority opponition. After quite »
controversy last yenr, the Svereats
and some nearby neighbors got san-
itary sewet nervice.

“We feel there should be a wait-
ing time between ane pe n and
anothes,” Rycroft said.

The associntion, Rycroft said, i
trying ta deny the Secrests and
other nearby neighbors their oppor-
tunity for water. The majority of
hameowners, however, believe that
the Secrests should cither pay fur
their lone hook-up to the Farming-
ton Road water mnin or dig another
well,

“Unfortunately, two cuntractors
estimated the cost ot about $20.000,
not including the costs of vane-
ments and fandscaping.” according
tw a letter Scecreat wrote to Costick.
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“Helping hands: Larkshire Elementary third graders (clackwise from left) Alycia
Rammage, Lita L'Esperance and Kevin Tudball pack boxzes for hurricane victims
with teacher Jeannette Swartz,

Area folks reach out
for hurricane victims

By CANEY HANS
STA WRITER

People in the Farmington stea
. are seaching out to help people
who were hurd hit by Hurricsne
Andrew,

Residentn, xchool children and
athers are collecting box after box
of necded items to Le taken to the
! storm-ravage arens of Southern

Flozida and Louisinna.

“It's going very well — done-
¢ tions reslly escalated st the end
. Capt. Homer Smith
Formington  Salvation
Army said Thuraday.

He soid wtudents at William
Grace Elementary are cunducting
o two-week drive, and tudents ot
~Nurth Farmingtun High Schoot
alae did thele part to vollected
needed items,

Smith steewsedd there in no need
for clothing for the victims, and
that the Sslvation Army has be.
come overloaded with cluthing
that will not be taken South.

The Salvation Army put out
_their famoun red ketiles in the
‘ares Wedneaday to colleet, an

“they do during the holiday
‘monthn. At the beginning of last
week, they had already collected
$2,000 in donations {rom the
community, he aaid.

Over ot North Farmington stu-
dents weapped up a three-day
drive Thursday, spearheaded by
health teacher Greg Grodaicki
and business teacher Lloyd Wep-

M ‘There were fami-
lies they couldn’t
even find. | feit
these familles were
just Ieft atone, Every-
one here feels so
much better if they
can do something.
They are really pitch-
ingIn.’

Jeanette Swartz
Larkshire teacher

e —————

ma:

“\We've got the back of a pick-
up truck (filled) for sure,” Grod-
zicki ssid. He nald the storm drew
a special sympathy from stu-
clents, who were “kind of proud
wr could do this thing.”

Several students told Grodzicki
they had relatives in the storm's
path, including some wha had
Tost their homes.

Over at Larkshire Elementary,
Jeanette Swartz’ third graders
nlso were packing ltems collected
by the entire Larkshire communi-
ty, and were alsa penning letter
to chece victimn.

Their effort was part of a drive
by Ryder's Automotive Carrier
Division In Troy, where Swartz’
husband works.

Ryder is based In Miami, and
Latkshire's eflorta are specifically
directed to Ryder familiea these.

The Swartz’ live in Farmington
Hills,

"There were  families  they
coukdn't even find," Swartz said,
1 felt these families were juat left
alone. Everyone here feel
much better if they con do some-
thing. They are really pitching
in

Swartz snidd she was reee
not only needed  items
Visqueen rolls and paper goods
hut extra blrnkets and pnckoges
of new aheets.

People can still donate nevded
goods to help including bottled
water, dry or canned foods, bahy
fuxk, poper goods, touthpaste,
toothbrushes, Dblankets and
linens. Even items like kitty litter
for pets and charconl 10 help
homvless families coak ane wel-
came, Smith said,

Cash dunntiuns should be in
the form af checks nnd mude out
to “Salvation Army Hurricane
Relief”

The items may be taken to the
Salvation Army, 27500
Shiawwasser, just west of Ink-
ater; to Farmingtan Hills City
Hall or police station at 11 Mile
aml Orchord Lake; ur to any uf
the city’s four fire stations.

Smith snid local itema donated
nte being taken to a centeal peint
in Detrolt where they sre trans.
portedd South. He waid the fimt
two semi-truck londs 1eR Detrait
on Friday, Aug. 28, bound for the
1roubled aren

ON THE AGENDA

Below are highlights from the
agendas of meetings this week.,
All mectings are open to the pub-
lie.

Farmington Arca Naturatists
Splcer Houso
Heritage Park

Farmington Road, betweon 10
and 11 Mlle
7:30 p.m., Tucsday, Sept. 8

The topic of dincussion will be
animal schaes,

Farmington City Councll

Counell chambers
23600 Liberty
8 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 8

The council will meet on Tues-
cday due to the Labor Day holi-
day, Cal) 477.5500 for informa-
tion,

MEET DESIGNER
GEORGE SIMONTON
AND SEE HIS
COLLECTION

Friday, September 1l
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Designer Dresses

"My clothes are for real
women who want to look
beautiful .women who want
to make an entrance.”
So Simonton says. Sec
how smoothly his suits,

dresses and ensembles

wandrobe, and life.

Jacobson's

Birmingham

fit into your

Ann Arhor @ Growe Painte ® Birmingham ® Dearborn ¢ Rochester ® Livonia

Shop untt ¥ pm. on Thursday amd Fridey, Until & pem. on Manday, Toesdsy, Wednewlay and Saturday. Shop Sundav Noon 10 3 p.m
Jacabsons Charge, MateeCard®, VISA”, and American Expren®.



