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WB teacherS° District
blowing smoke with ban

By Tim Mt
Brarr Warrea
A contract's & contract’s a contract.
'nm I- why, -mrding to Joo Lupl of the West
ar-
bitrator will rule by the end omebct in favor of the
teachers unlon — which during 1991.92 filed a
grievance againet the school district for [gnoring con-
teact language to provide employees with a loungo to
smake and for subsequently implementing a smoking
ban except for deaignated ouu!oor nrenn
Joseph Ki super-
dent of human /labor relations for tho
Weat Bloomfield School District, sald he la hopeful
thy aking ban will be upheld by arbltrator David
Grissom becsuse it protects the “safety and well
belng" of students and employees,

The reason Geissom is being catled upon to declde
the issue is the fact that both sides are aa far opart as
ever over the contract-ve.-health isaue, as roficcted by
Lupi's and Koenigsknecht's comments during tele-
- phone interviews Tuesday,

i “In August 1891, we sat down {with the district) and
“negotinted a contract,” Lupi said. “Wo settled the con-
, vtract and then they tumned around and by board actlon
Zpasaed a policy that effectlvely (as of March 2} eliml-
-nated part of the contract.
% “Qur position la clear. You do that l:y collective bar-
gaining, not an arbitrary board policy.”

Lupi nald the arbitrator heard both sides of the case
Aug. 24 and ahould present n decialon within 30 da)l
aRer receiving post-hearing beiefs from
for the union and achool district.

Both Lupi and Koenigscknecht said those docu-
ments were in the process of being prepared, 8o that
fhey could be submitted by the end of September.

JGrissom then will have anather 30 daya to decide the
! cose.

“In effect, our buildings have been smoke-fres aince
March. If he rules againat us we')] have no cholce but
to allow our bulldings to become amoke filled,” naid
Koenigsknecht — whu pulmod out the school board’s
policy has second.
ary smoke from the learning environment. He estimat.
ed anly about 25 teachers districtwide amoke,

But according to Lupi, health considerations aren’t

m ARBITRATION

the real fssue, He said if Grissom decided fn favar of
the district, a sorious precedent” might bo eatabllsh.
ed where the contents of a labor agreement cauld be
whittled away “at the whim af an independent third
party who doesn’t have to live with the consequences™
of his declsion.
Koenlrach

Y

however, disputed the notion that
the diatrict would arhltrarily disrcgard conteacts in
makIng management decisions. In fact, he claimed the
school board and adminlatration only opted for Imple-
menting a smoking ban after cfforts to reach an agree-
ment with the union were unsuccesaful.

“I think we hove a great deal of respect for the con
tracts we have with our employee groups. But we also
bove a respon)ibility to provide a safe and healthy en.
vironment for students,” he satd.

When anked why the district agreed to the three-year
contract with the teacher's association {which explrea
after the 1993-94 achool year) even with the smoking
isaue unresolved, the achool official aaid It was be-
cause of cantlbulng reports from health officinls “that
the dangers of secondary smoke are real. To place stu-
denta and employees Ln jropardy inn't appropriate.”

Meanwhile, the two sldes also will be waiting for a
decision from an sdministrative law judge, who pro-
ceeded over an Aug. 21 hraring at the Michigan Em-
ployment Relations Commilssion.

Lupi said the judge will decide whether the Weat
Bloomfictd School District violated atate regulations
with regards to employee contracts.

However, while the case is pending, teachers and
other employees who happen to amoke wilk continue to
comply with a school board poflcy adopted In Decem-
ber 1991 requiring they do 8o only in designated out-
doar arcas, Lupl emphasized.

“Unti! it's decided, we've told our members to com.
ply with the district’s (no-smoking) palicy,” he said.
“We don't want anyone being insubordinate or subject
to discipline,”

Koenigakneeht said the district's teachers so far
have complied with the board policy to prohibit smok-
ing inside the achool buildings. "No one has violated
the policy so there’s been no need for diseipline.”

POLICE /FIRE CALLS
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Plano woman: Donna Hain uses the Suzuki Method to teach piano to Sherrin
DeLizid, 6, of Troy, and her 7-year-old brother, Matthew. Their mother, Marega,

is standlng in the background.

Teaching to play by ear
is high note for pianist

By SUSAN STEINMUELLER
Bravy WRITER

Donna Hain's piana students
wolk away from their firat lesson
knowing how to play a tune.

For Hain, that's always a high
note.

‘The Troy plano teacher teachen
her students through a method of
training called the Suzuki method,
which enables them to play tuncs
before learning to read notes.

“The goal is to play,” said Hain.
“When they learn the notes s justa
question of timing."

Hain, who has a degree in music
from the University of Tampa, has
taught piano since 1972, Nine years
after teaching piano the traditional
way, she was Introduced to the
Suzuki method and began to teach
it

Most recently, she taught in

Rome, Ga. Her husband, Larry, was
tranaferred to Troy two months ago,

and now she continuen to teach ux-

ing the Suruki methud from her
home studio.

The method is one developed in
the 1940s by Japanese educator, Dz,
Shinichi Suzuki, Hain said. It wox
brought to the United States in the

1960n.

“He had the premlse that music
is a language,"” said Hain.

Suzuki noted that childeen all
aver the world lcarn to speak by lis-
tening to and imitating their par-
ents and categivers, with the pro-
ceas facilitated by posltive encour-
ogement, she aaid.

Suzuki formulated his methol
biosed on the same principles.

Regulor, daily practice sessjons
and performances in front of peers
arc elementa of the Suzukl method,
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she said.

But because of the importance of
positive feedback, the involvement
of parenta is a curncrstane of the
Suzuki method, Hoin soid.

Parenta are encournged to attend
while Hoin gives weekly half hour
leasans at the black grand pianc in
her hume studio. They are also
asked to facilitate private practice.

“The secret to hoving the best
students Is hoving the best par-
enty,” ahe safd.

Hoin said she can teach any stu-
dent plano by the Suzuki method,
even if they have had traditional
training firmt.

*] start where you sre ot today,
My gool in to move you up to the
next level, from where ever you are.”

Stuttents con begin lessons as)
young ns three, she naid,

. ASSAULY INVESTIQATED
Anincident in which a 12-year-
old gir) reported a man entered her
at Farmi Ounks

[ LARCENY BY TRICK

Incidenta of lerceny by trick coat
two downtown Farmington busi.
nesses tost week.

Incids were reported at Dag-

Aug. 31 is being investignted by
Farmington Department of Pullic
Safety officials.

The girl vaidl she was getting out
of the shower when she heard o
noise then left the bathroom and
saw a man in the living room. The
men repartediy told her he woukin't
‘hurt her, then put his arms around
her. The victim pulled s medical
alarm, which caused the man to
flee. The girl was slone in the apart-
ment

The incident occurred shartly of-
ter 10 pam.

T SAFE TAKEN

- Manogers ot the Koney laland
Inn, 37125 Geand River, repurted
the store's snfe ktolen un Aug, 1.

wood's Dell, 33179 Grand River,
and Damman Hardware, 23314
Farmington Raad. In bath cases, o
person tricked a cashier into giving
him more chonge than he hed com.
ing. The deli reported Josing $10
and the hardware store $50.

B QARBAGE FIRES

Two plostic garbage cans were
melted In related fizes in the Fanm.
ington Meadows subdivision Sept.
1.

Farmington Department of Pul.
lic nafety reporia show the depart-
ment was called at about 3 a.m., re.
porting the garbage fires. No ane
was injured in the incidents, which
occurred on Robinwood and Lourels
wood.

Limited Offer

FREE!

Osteoporosis Testing

AMERICAN OSTEOPOROSIS
INSTITUTE

Call For Appointment
473-7000.

20311 FOII'WOH Rd.
d8152

Arthritis Today .
JcsephJ Welss, M.0. Rheumalology

18829 Farminglon Road |
Livonln. Michigan 48152

-478-7860
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A television, videe game set, coat
and fur coat valued at $600 were re-
ported stolen from a house on Tu-
lane, Sept. 2.

Approximstely $100 cash was res
ported atolen from the office at
Denny's reataurant, 24250 Sinacoln
Court, Sept. 2.

@ DAMAGE REPORTED

Damage was estimated ot $950
when someone punctured the tires
on a 1989 Ford an scratched the
exterior paint. The car was parked
at Cordoba Apartments on 12 Mile,
Sept. 12,

Sylvan
leammg
=wmin Center
#Boost your childs grades.
#Build sellesteem,
#Programs in reading, moth, aigedra,

writing, SAT/ACT college prep, study
shitls, Mmmhnpmnndnu
management.

$829 W, Maple » Sulle 127
West Bloomficld

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: SEPTEMBER 17, 1952
TIME: 730 M.
PLACE: Farmisgtoa 1tills City Hall
31855 Eleven Mite
Parmizgion llils, MI 48338
ITEM: Spectal Appraval 82-5-83

will give formal contlder-

of Fatmington Hills. No, 33-21-401-005.
The spplicant n ths matier

The City o Planaing

ation 10 an lwlluu\m for Sp«ul Appmal (SA 32-8-83), which requeats reap-
proval of an Approved use to operale an outdoor theater In an

Family Resldential Ditrict. The properly Involved hat an addrens al 24708
Farmington Road, between Ten and Eleven Mile Roads In Section 21 of the City

Ll Rosalie DeGn-nriu, Executive Director who

RAIA,

mances.

Text and Map may be

lem: SA 03-6-88
Phone: 473-9543

Fablish Seplember 7,199

seel iy
Hills in ordet to use thn pmopeﬂy for live mxldwr mulul and theatrical perfor.

Any person who i interested ks invited Lo participaie in the dlscussion of the
Special Approval request. The application for Special A;
be observed at the Fnrmln‘lm Hiils Planalng
on any business day between 3:30 AM. and 430 P.M.

pproval and the Zoaing
Department

DALE A. COUNTEGAN, Director
Planning & Communlity Development
City of Farmington Hills

STEAK 27331 Five Mie {Comer of Inkster)

Mr.ZLs

HOUSE Open 7 Days » 537.5500

B.8.Q. LOIN of BEEF or

% CHICKEN DINNER $400
th corn on cob a ﬂ

nd skiet POLEIOOS..uve.

FREE RAFFLE » KARAOKE WITH MARCO
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER.9TH+

.5th Anniversary and
Customcr Apprr}z':mationPARTY' :

LUNCH & DINNER "

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: SEPTEMBER 17,1392

TIME: 730 PM.

PLACE: Farmiagtoa lillts City Hal)
31585 EJeven Mule Road
Farmingtoa Hills, MI 48336

TTEM: Speclal Approval 80-8.92

‘The Cily of Farmingtoa itllls Planning Commission wifl glve forma) considera.
. tlon to an applicallon for Spectal Approval {SA 80-8.92) which requests approval
to Jease lpue for the use of a Restavrant/Sporis Bar and Biiliard Club In an 8-
3, General Business District claasification. The applicant in this matier is Rob-
«ert Dorsch for RIR Enterprises, Inc. The property lnvolved having addresses of
38301 and 33507 W. Ten Mile Road, south side of Ten Mile Road, east of Re-
:;;x;l;.lzn:;’ln Section 30 of the Clty of Farmingtoa I€lll. Sldwtll No. 23.30+

y person who is is lavited to participate ia the of the
Svecm Approval muu!. The applicalion for Speeial Approval and the Zoning
‘I’cx! and Map may be observed at the Farmingion Hills Planning Otfice on any

day between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 prn.

DALE A. COUNTEGAN, Director
Planning & Community Development
City of Farmington Hilla

Item: SA 00892
Phooe: 473-9543

Pabind Sepirmber 1,193




