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By Casey Hans
STAFT WRITER

If something {sn't done to control the
flow of the Rouge River, residents of
Brockdale Condominlums may find
themaclvea losing the foundationa of sev-
ernl bulldings.

“I'm not trying to be doom and gloom
sbout thls, but something has to be
done,” sald Brookdale Assoclatlon preai-
dent Jack Hammer. “We need a helping
hond."

Dozens of concerned realdents from the
104.unit condaminlum complezx, located
on Grend River in the Uptown Farming-
tan ares, came ta the city council last
week, They asked for help with the en-
croaching river problem, and also voiced
cancerns over broken sewer pipes which
affect the siver's flow and what they say is
an unbearable smetl comlng from the riv-

er.

City officiala promised residents the
wmell would be taken cere of this winter,
with comgpletion of the $13 milllon dollar
sewer improvement project which will
halt any sewago from flowing into the riv.
er; lines will then carry only storm water.
They also promlised to repair any city-
owned sewer pipe which Is damaged.

Also, the city's engineer will meet with
renidents to discuss what options the as-
socintion has to keep the river from tak-
ing a natural courae and undermining the
property.

Like neveral other condominium com-
plexes in the city, the 25-year-old Brook-
dlale was built on the banks of the Rouge
River and Hammer sold that is one of the
attractionn aof iving there, But not paying
attention to the encroachment prohlem
could cost the homeowners’ group big
money, as it did with the nearby River
Glen Condominiums, said City Monoger
Robert Deadman. There, the foundntion
of a building was damaged because of en-
croachment.

“We totally agree to protect your units,
we muat have some stablizatlon of your
banks,” Deadman told the residents.
“You have too high an investment there.
“The cheapest time is right now to go in
there' and ropair it

Unfortunately, the city has no money to
help, nor do officials know of other federal
or state money for which the redidents
can apply. Deadman said the only Rouge

Smelly, encroaching riveralarms Brookdale
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Polnting it out: Jack Hammer, Brookdale Association president, points at the river below. “We need a helping hand,” he says.

projecta with which the city has been in-
volvd were reinforcing the river which
runs through the city's Shiawassee Park
and another project at Vatley View Con-
dominiums which wes federally funded.
“We can't take on the responsibility of
the entire Rouge River," Deadmen added.

“That is n major, powerful fiver.”

The association already put in about
100 fect of eawall along one of the worst
atcan five years oge. But other arcas are
eroding under a fence which runs ulong
the ridge, a8 the propesty slopes down-

ward to the river, They would like to put
fill dirt slong the bank, Hommer said,
then put plantings in to reinforce the
sround.

Public services director Earl Billing
waid the city has offered to give the cum-
plex broken concrete to use o3 fill and

reinforcement when they repair aidewalks
in the coming years.

The city engineer will be directed to re-
port back to the city council on any rec-
] about the situation, said

Mayor William Hartsock.

MetroVision requests early
powwow on cable franchise

By Casey HANS
HTasy WRITEK

Officials from MetroVision of
Oakland County are asking to renc-
gotiate carly their 15-year cable
franchlse in Farmington, Farming-
ton Hilta and Novi.

The change would allow im-
praved technology and an expan-
sion from the current 54 channels
up 10 a porsible 112 chonnels. Man-
agess ok the upgrade would nut
incrense cable rates to subscribers,

The cable company negotiaten
with the South Qokland

Bjotklund said the new technolos
@ would ollow the company to ndd
fiber optica for better teanwminsion
and less nystem down time and to
increase the cuzzent signol power.

The Farmington City Council ap-
proved opening the negotiations
carly at its Sept. 8 meeting. The
Novi and Formington Hills city
councils sre expected 1o consider
the motter at their Sept. 21 meet.
inge.

Faemington Hills City Manager
William Costick raid he would like-
1 approval of the carly

Cable Commissian, which repre-
senta a joint franchise ogreement
with the three cities. All three city
cauncils must approve early negoti-
atlons before they can begin, and

Iy

negotiations, I think it's going to
take some analysia and ntudy,” he
sald. “But it's worth looking at.”

Farmington City Munsger Robert
Deadman Jed the council

also must approve any
propasal. The company in 10 years
into the current franchise contract
which will expire in May 1997,

Normally, the cities would Legin
renegotinting the franchise in 1994,

“We think the time is certainly
right -— this would be one of the
first markets going to this larger
number of channels,” raid Tom
Bjorklund, vice president and ro-
gional manager of MetroVision.
“We are asking that we speed this
process up a little bit."

approve the early negotiations. “It
makes good sense 10 gu ahead,” he
said. "It gives ua mare time to be
concerned with some of the de.
tails.”

Farmington cuuncitman Richant
‘Tupper said he was concerned
about possible rate increases be.
eause of the changes and wondered
just whot the company ceuld put on
112 channele. Tupper said resl.
denta' watching habits and rates
“should De taken into conaidern.
Ulln.'l

Robert McConn, area manager
for MutroVision, said that when
eable Degan, everyone wondered
what woull be ased ta fll the 58
channels they now huve and that
they are all full. As to the question
“wili it inctcase the rates?”
McCann said "“no.”

Bjorklund told the Farmington
council that although “there've
Deen several rate inereases over the
years fur basic cable” and “nolxdy
likes them" that MetroVision re-
mains the luwest basic cable rate in
the Mctro Detroit aren.

MetroVision docs nut huld sn ex.
clusive franchise with the three cit-
fes, but Deadman said it would be
unlikely another company would
want to cume in and pay the money
to rewire the entire arca for cable,

“Most «of the competition oc-
vurred during initinl negotintions™
to bring cable 10 the area, he xaid.

In an unrelated move, the Farm-
ington City Council vuted to allow
MetroVision to  “borrow™ cable
Chonnel 21, as the compiany is run-
ning out of channel apace. Channel
21 waa reserved for the city if the
council were 1o approve cablecast.
ing its meetings. That is currently
done in nrighboring Fermingten
Hills and by the Farmington school
Loard,

POLICE /FIRE CALLS

Listed below are some of the
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f police
fire calls and court cases report-
ed duning the past week.

#'W0OD FIRE

Damage was estimated st $25,000
when & plle of wood, next to & house
on Castlereigh caught fire Sept. 8,
according to w Farmington Hilla fire
report.

Firefighters received a report of
50 unknown typo of fire on the aut.
side of & house. When they arrived
they found the plle of wood ot fire
with flames encroaching on the
ovethang of the house.

¥ woman
told police that she was the recipi-
ent of a egg thrown at her by a
youngater on a Farmington Public
Schoola bua Sept. 16, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.

The women said she was behind
n school bus on southbound Farm.
ington Road, near Kirby, when o
youngater threw an egg out of the
window. It landed on her and her
car.

W THEFTS REPORTED

A typewriter valurd at $219 woa
reported atolen from TCA Plastica
1ne., 39303 Country Clubs Drive,
Sept. 40,

A radio and equalisee valued at

$600 were reported stolen from a ga-
rage ot Litt)e Valley Teailer on
Tuck Road, Sept. 8:9.

Cash and checks worth $580 were
reparted atolen from a carat a
Marathon gan station, 29450 Nine
Mile, Sept. 9.

A radio valued at $760 was re-
ported stolen from & 1985 Chevrolet
at n Marathon gas station on 10
Mile, Sept. 5-6.

Bookn, tools, winter clothing and
decozatlons valued $5,000 were re-
portedd stolen from a atorage shed on
Buchanan Court at the Indepen-
ence Green Apariments, Aug. 18¢
Sept. 3.

Toola valued at $250 were report-
«d stolen from a house on Old
Homentead, Sept. 9-10.

HANDWOVEN ORIENTAL RUG COLLECTION SHOW

September 17 through 20, Store for the Home, Birmingham,
Dearborn, Grosse Pointe, and Accents for the Home in Livonia

Dow't miss this opportunity 1o find the rugs you need. Outstanding values, each of over
000 of these new and old rugs of wool and silk bave been band-selected from India,
Afahanistan, Turkey, Nepal, Pakistan, Kashmire and China. Representatives from the
Utusere: Trading Company will be on hand to help with your selections and answer your
guestions. Each rug sold is accompanied by w certificate of authenticity complete with

a bistory, description and an appraised value. Sizes range from 2'x3" 10 12'x18".

Jacobson's

400 FEDERAL ST. * SAGINAW * 771-2300

Shop unti! 9 p.m. on Thursday end Friday, Unell 6 pom. on Monday, Tuesdsy, Wedncsday and Saturday.
Shop Sunday Noon to 5 pm, Jacobion’s Charge, ManerCard®, VISA®, and American Expren®.




