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Finnigh festivities: Activities in Helsinki's Esplanade Park range from

WLA:F. .

Christmas festivals to sculpture exhibitions in autumn.
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Helsinki residents soak up

BY ANN Rostos
NEW YORK TIMES SYSNICATE

the deep South Harbor un one of the huge pleasurs ship that

A good many visitors to Helsinki will arrive by baat, skimming inte

cruise dunily between Fintand nnd Sweden, Germany, Polund and

-Estonia,

A few daya — or even hours — Inter they will rehoned nnd hend for

Russian watera. The teaffic is sbout as heavy

Helsinkl remnina a little cousin to St. Petersbu
Aravel patterns — of many foreigners,

Some won't even realize that Helainki celehrates its 75th annivers
mber; typically, the
that might be deemed immudest, provoesti
prital hos su

independence in Ded

the last century the Finnish

the apposite direction,
¢ in the minds — and

y has refrained from pub
¢ o uvercommercinl, But in
<ded in bhuning sn unusual

Nordic-Baltic-European identity in its physical louk us well s its spirit.
.. Remnants of Swedish {1550-1803) and Russinn {1809-1917) dominalion

how share center stage with Fintond’s own styl

tional Romnnticism

(a hybrid of Jugendstil focusing on local materinls and myths) and the

.Functionalism made famuus by Alvar Anlto,
. At this time of the year facades of all ki
beds and terrace restaurants filled with uitrs

I are neutralized by fluwer
%, whose

K
immediste priority is to soak in every last bit of light before the darkening

of autumn.

Events

* Fot a country of eoly 5 million people Finland's own muxical tolent is

prodigioun, A revival of the Fin
Muadetojals “The Ostrubothninn:

11 (129 255).

The Finnish Rudio Symphony orchestrn be

il Nationat Opern's procluction of Leevi
" opened no Sept.
~80 an Oct. 6. Tickets: from 811 ta 310, The hox office

. 1t also ploys Sept, 16,
ix sl 348 Albertinka.

it pegular senson with

the canductar Jukka-Pekka Saraste on Sept. 16, in Finlandia Hall, Frank

Peter Zimmermann will peeforn Dvorak's v
program are Debussy and Scrinbin. Tickets: $1

lin Cancerto; alwn on the

Just a8 the rains start to fall und the sun starts to heat its winter setrent,
the Fifth Helsinki Film Festival — Love nnd Anarchy (146 428) — unreelx

in alx movic houses downtown, T

x year's festival,

ept, 26 te Oct, 1, will
1 cinenn nnd

offer more than 100 with
n eetrospective of Davicl

Sightseeing

Sranenberg’s work, Ticket

phasis on n

6, or 10 filins for $49.

Finlandin Hall, built in 1971, is not just Helsinki's main coneert site but
the famous last work of Alvar Anlto, who devigned everything fram its
facade to its furniture. Unfortunately, the white mazble extesior hus de-
cayed drasticolly and must he changed.

last of summer’s rays

rectly into o rocky outcrop in 1963; ita solar ceiling spreads from coiled
copper into panta of glass that let in natural light.

In addition to Lutheran neevices the church holds fine chember. and
fulk-music concerts. Hours for visiting chonge weekly, but it ia usvally
apen Monday to Friday from 10 a.m te 6 p.m. Call 494 698,

On nice day» Helsinki's “tourist™ islands are places to relax. Seurasoari,
connceted to the mainland by a wooden bridge 3 miles from the city center,
has been turned into an open-air muscum {484 712) strewn with old farm-
ateads and other buildings tennsplanted from different parta of Finland,

In September, partly open with no tours (but the guide booklets ase very
thoraugh), Mondayn to Fridays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays 11
a.m. to § pam. Admission: $1.20 and 32.(0;£Vulnndaye. free.

The purchnse of a Helainki Card can be o warthwhile Investment since it
grants free possage on oll metropolitan teansport and free or reducd en-
trance to many sites.

The cord can be bought from the Helsinki City Tourist Office, 19
Pohjalsesplanadi (169 3757), ond at some hotels and travel agencles. Cost:
$18.40 for onc ddy, $26 for two dnys, $31 for three days; for children ages 7
to 16, $11 10 $16.

Where to stay

The Hotel Strond Inter-Continental, 4 John Stenbergin Ranta (39 351),
is a warld-clans hatel with 200 rooms on the waterfront about five mlnutes
from the downtown ares. Request a room with a sea view. Doubles cost
$278 weekdayn; $139 weekends.

Island museum: Seurasaari, one of Helsinki’s tourist is-
land’s, has been turned into an open-air museum with
old farmsteads and historic buildings.

Wark will begin in January 1994, ko these may be the tast years to see it
in its originn! xlate. Weekly guided tours in English: $1.20 anit $2.40. To

book. call 40 241,

Acruxs the street stanidw a monument tu the Nationa) Rumantic atyle,
the Finnish National Museum, 34 Manncrheimintie (40 501), built in
1906, [tn architecture echues various old Finnikh churches and castles and
the foyer in decornted with frescoes by the National Romantic artint Akeli

Gnllen-Kalleln.

‘The unpretentious but pleasing permanent collection traces life in Fin-
ot from preliistoric times to the preaent. Open daily from 11 aamn. to 4
pm. (to 3 p.m. after Sept. 1); on Tueaday also 6 p.m. to 9 pm. Admissivn:

$1.20 and $2.40.
Alro nearby, the Tempp

Church, 3 Lutherink

wan built di-

The Hatel Socin, 12 Kaivokatu (170 441), haa 118
carefully appointed sooms, many of them quite large, right across from the
beautiful Helainki Railway Station. Downatalirs is the city's most famous
cale, lendent in high-cellinged and open late Into the night.
Doubles cost $222 weekdnys; $114 weekenda,

Budget: Hotel Olympia, 2 Lantinen Brahenkatu (750 801), han 09 orderly
rooms — many overtooking a tree-lined sports field — [n a residentlal arca
ubous 15 minuten from downtown. Doubles cost $95 all week.

The beds arc a bit hard, but the Hotelli Helks, 23 Pohjoinen Rautaticka-
tu (440 581), hna 161 decent roams in the city center and is part of the Best
Weatern chain. Doubles in the old part cost $93 weekdays or $68 weekends;
in the new part, $149 weekdayn or $107 weekends.

The Theater Inn Omapohin, 3 ltalnen Teatterikuja (666 211), occupics
port of a turn-of-the.century Luilding bebind the National Theater. lts
reception area [a truly dramatic, but the 16 bedroomn are austere, Doubles
with private shower and toilet coat $78, doubles with toilet $68, doubles
without cither $51.

Full-service hotels in Helainkl gencrally have sauna avallable, but bath-
tubs and double beds are lexn certain,

Special agents track down real deals

BY EVERETT POFTER
BPECIAL WRITER

This summer's
low afzfares have
been wempting —
but often difficult
16 find.

The reason s
simple: The air.
lines set oside
limited numbrer of
reats ta fell nt on

Shoﬁ})ing
Around

advertlsed price.
.. With a computerized pricing sys-
* "lem they can monitoz, hour hy hour,
how many seats have heen sold and
how many are left. Often ns the ce-
mand changes, so do the fares.

The numbee of auch fare hikes is
_staggering — ns mnny oa 200,000
price shifta per day duting the re.
cent alrfare wars.

. ‘

What's a consumer to <do? One re-
coutse i 1o find n trained trovel
agent who is equipped with o travel
computer network that keeps up,
xecodl by second, with the new
rates, Preferably that would be a
major  camputer-reservations  ays-
tem, such ox American Alelines’
Saabire or United Aiclines’ Apolle
network.

In fnct, more travelers are using
the services of agents, scconding to
atatistics pathered by the American
Sucicty of Travel Agents (ASTA),
which represents more than 20,000
agencies in 129 countries,

ASTA estimates that 80 percent
of all aie tickets are now bovked by
travel ngents, So are 40 percent of
all hatel reservations and 95 per-
cent of a)l cruise reservatinns.

But choesing a travel sgent ¢an
be difficult.

“You shoull choose a travel
agent the same woy you would pick
a dnctor or & lawyer — by asking
frienits and retntives to recommend
ane,” rayn Emily Porter, a sprikea
wurnan for ASTA.

“It’s impartant to viit the ogency
and to ank guestiona, Equally im-
portant are the questions they ask
you, to determine your interests,
your buclget, where you've been and
Wheee you'd like to ga.

“Find out if they've been tu the
destination or taken the cruise line
you're conaiclering.”

Travel agencies rup the gamut
from lncal d-pop shnps to

work. Some will book nnything and
everything others are specialista,
making reservations anly, far exam-
ple, on cruiaea.

“1 always cncourage people to
speak with the ownee or manager of
n trove) agency,” anys Brian Robh,
vice preaident of rotail-marketing
for Carlnon Travet Network, which
has 1,300 branchea across the Unit-
cd Staten.

“That firat contact is the moat
important. That peraon should be
alile to steer you to the agent who
can best help you, to the one who
knows crulaes, for example, or re
narts,

“You don't want to find yourself
with an agent who only

well-equipped branchea of mnjor
travel agencies such ss American
Express and Catlaon Travel Net.

doca businesn teavel anil can look a
Hyatt or the shuttle, but has never
done resorta before.”




