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DAYS OF

Wine |

Napa,
Sonoma Valleys
pick up for
grape harvest

By TessA DECARLO
NEw Youx Times SYNDICATE

‘The end of summer |s bitteraweet
in many parts of the world, but (n
California’s wine country it’s the
most exciting time of the year.

The grape harvest, which gets un-
der way in Avgust, hita full tilt by
September, with winerica shaking
off their summer torpor and rushing
to capture the flavor of the new vin-
tage.

There's no better place to obacrve
thene snnuel rites than the Napa
and Sonoma volleys, which lie nest
to one another about an hour north
of San Franciaco,

While Nopa Valley can claim
more wincries, more famous names
and more glamour, Sonoma Valley
has more rural charm, more hiatory
and equnlly wonderful wincs.

Sonoma Valley, also known as
the Valley of the Moan, Includes
the historic town of Sonoma, whose
beautiful tree-shnded plaza was the
- site of both the tust of old Califor-
nia's Francincon missions and the
1846 Bear Flag Revolt, which
marked the beginning of Califor-
nin's independence from Mexico.

To the north along Highway 12
are the even amaller towns of Ken-
wood ond Glen Ellen.

On the other slde of the Maynca-
mas mountain range the city of
Napa is home to the majority of
Naopa Vailey's people, but the vine-
yards and wincrics are farther
north, in and between Yountville,
Oskville, Rutherford, St. Helena
and Callatoga.

Sinca both places are popular
destinationa during harvest time,
reaervations are essential, particu-
lacly on weekends,

Events

"The Valley of the Moon Vintage
Featival, P.O, Box 652, Sonoma,
Calif. 95476, (707-996-2109), taken
place the weekend of Sept. 26 and
27 in the Sonoma Plaza.

The festival begina with the
blessing of the new grapes and in.
cluden a parade, wine-tasting and
food boeoths, music, marioncttes
and other and a wa.

members to bring a picnic dinner
and also sells wine and picnic
Items. For ticketa and more infor-
mation contact Odysscy Theater,
P.0. Box 727, Sonoma, Calif, 95476,
(707.996-2145).

Another winery, Buena Viats,
18000 Old Winery Road, will bo the
sctting for the Sonoma Vintage
Theater's procluction of “The Tam-
ing of the Shrew” Sept. 27, Tickets,
$10, and picnic-table scating in the
winery's pretty courtyard en-
couragea alfresco winlng and dinlng
before the play begina at 6 p.m.

‘The gote opens at 5 pm. and
tickets are availatle at the gate, or
they may be ordered from Sonomna
Vintage Theater, P.O. Box 312,
Sonomae, Calif. 95476, (707-939-
1369).

Sightsecing

Most wineries welcome visitors,
elthough some smaller ones require
an oppointment, and many offer
tours, Tastings are usunlly free on
the Sonoma side of the mountaina,
while Napa wineries often charge 8.
fec of $2 10 $5.

A good generat introduction to
how wine s made is offered by the
45-minute tour at the Robert Mon-
davi Winery, 7801 St. Helena Highe
way, Oakville, (707.963.9611). The
tour, including wine-tasting, is lree,
but it's wise 1o make an appoint.
ment.

The Sonoma Plaza would be
worth a visit even if there were no
wine in the vicinity. Picture-book
pretty and surrounded by Interest-
ing shops and reataurants, it is cen.
tral to the historic district and in-
cludes a monument marking the
spot where the Bear Flag Revolt be.
gan. Acrasa the strect in a veries of
charming restorations that make up
Sonoma State Hintoric Park, (307-
938-1519) .

‘The Mission San Francisco So-
lano de Sonoma at the north end of
the plaza on the corner of First
Street East and East Spain Street
was built in 1824, the only Califor-
nin mission eatablished under Mex-
fean rather than Sponish rule.

ter fight between rival fire-fighting
unita. This year n apecisl musical
pegeant (tickets, $8) will dramatize
the tawn’s history.

The Sonoma Valley Shakespenre
Festival at Gundlach Bundsachu
Winery, 2000 Denmark St., Sono-

Atangslde arc the pueblo’s bar.
racks, which now house a amall mu-
seum about Sonoma life in the mis.
slonera.

Also on Spein Street are the re.
stored Toscano Hotel und, a short
walk from the plaza, the elegant
house and grounds of Gen. Mariano
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ma, includes a performance of “Per-  Vallejo, the town's Mexican com- Couvwrrsyor Couny C Am\'nvbanupz“
icles™ (Sept. 26). Tickets coat $16 mander, The siten are open from 10 . .. . . ::
and performances begin ot 6:30 pm.  a.m. to 5 pm. daily and the admis.  From the vines: The scenc at scores of wineries in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys is 100 percent sunshine and 3

The winery encaurages audlence  wion foe of $2 covers them alt. natural beauty — often good enough for a picnic. . o]
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See Europe by car - your own BIRMINGHAM COMMUNITY HOUSE :
Invites You to Preview
B e B e e n g o e Ul S fon | g . || THE CRYSTAL HARMONY
lf Somc travelers It can amount to between 10 per-  Duty, home shipment and port. ROOM A Luxurious Ship for the Sophisticated Traveler
@u\p;)'mg
Arownd
M des-B i hy longer mnke
Fomper deive 1t difforent modela for cach aido of e BMW's European Delivery Pro- @ BIRMINGHAM COMMUNITY HOUSE
380 South Bates » Birmingham, Michigan

goabrond tobuya  cent and 15 peecent off the US. list  clearance fees.
)
M hile on a vaca-  Atlantic. gram is similar to Volvg's, but the
CALL FOR INFORMATION: {313) 644-5832

PER
European- ice for the aame automobile. NIGHT H
::(vle automobile. pnacfnlguy:r::who:ntd togutaMu-  Volvo Cars of North America, Over- Beu hm . — PLEASE JOIN US ON — :
They may nich to purchase 8 BMW model acas Delivery Progtam, P.O. Box ‘ ) WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23 1992
v v

choose ta buy a that was only available in Europe 913, Rockleigh, NJ. 07647 or call
e et BAW (600 6511687, Getaways 7:00 PM.

Frivm nom 0l Ot 15,4y
VESbrthe U 1 and 200 fext
it priate beach night outsde your dimd
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For further information contact
tion and then have it shipped back Still, the idea of buying a car  buyer pays duty on the car when It
to the United States, This can be a  averseas appeala to many drivers,  is brought back. i
cost.cffective move. who have romantle imagen of speed- “The best reason to buy a BMW O U822 Just 20 minules west of

e ‘ . v Machinac I8endiacin Lake Mutigan,
The biggest savings the consum.  [ng down the sutobahn or crossing  in Munich is to be able to drive prullcnen spnctacular

<t will realize s the elimlnation of  tho Alps. your own car under European driv- wenic day Inpe abongune N .

the cost of a rental car for their va- Volvo's Overscan Delivery Pro-  Ing conditions,” saya Tom McGum, Fall tolor neites an Amerna

cation,” says Nancy Nelle, manager  gram In now 30 years old, In 1991,  a apokeaman for BMW. Voar 491 ¢ il Cat, . RANIMELINQI @
A " Y - e

of Volvo's overscas Delivery Pro-  under the plan, 500 cars were sold Prices are also lower: The 1992 o Tt oL

geam. al discounts of 12 percent to 16 per-  BM 2181 sedan, the brasteexpens | stnsoiednsssnrosenn INTERNATIONAL, DOXESTIC & CORPORATE

28880 SOUTHMELD ROAD, SUITE 282

Anyono who has recently rented 8 cent off U.S, prices. Those sales are  nive mndel, Is $22,900 in the Unlted aRycyuciiall cuurts
LATHRUP VILLAGE, M} 48076

car [n Europe knows It's common to
be charged $400 a week or more for
a mid-size car. That price may not
-even include & country's value-add-
cod tax,

expected to climb In 1992, as the
U.S. economy slowly Improves.
Here's haw Volvo's program
worka, A buyer goes to a local Volvo
dealer to actually purchase a car,

States and $20,400 In Germany. Lo- =Ewning bonfines nn the hvach

cal BMW dealers handle the sales.
For further informatlon contact

BMW of Notth America, 300 Chest-

nut Rldge Road, Woodcliff Lake,

Ak atvut st furun watcrtmnt cundie
minium ncntal frmm 344 niht,

1-800-638-6371

(313) 557-5300

==  FAX (313) 557-0480

DOUESTIC & INTERMATIONAL | gty

i InFrance, for example, the value-  such es the popular 240 Wagon  N.J. 07675 or call (800) 932-0831. DOMESTIC

added tax on cot rentals In 18.6 per-  with an i il Merordes-Benz's European De. e DOMESTIC DISCOUNT
tcent. Tha rental price is usually ‘The base price In $22,528 in the  livery Program Js the most exten: I 8% UP TO 200" TICKET
Vhigher if the driver requires an au-  United States and $19,070 In Swe:  sive of any European automaker. HOTE] & MOTEL RESERVATIONS 0™ OFF "200° - \W0™ TICKEY
‘tomatic transmlaslon. den, which means a savings of For further information cantact | T OVER e =
i Secondly, European-made cars $3,458. (Callfornlans must add $125  the Mercedes-Benz European De. CORPORATE ACOOUKTS WITH SPECIAL DXSCOUNTS RANT TRAVEL INC. .
lare thnpe'f {n Europe. The dis:  for the car to meet the state’s emla-  livery Program, P.O. Box 751017, .ﬁru%mmm ' (313) S87-8300
*counta aren’t as big an those of 100r  afon-control standards), Memphis, Tenn. 38175 or call (800) COMPUTERED 1 OFFER DOTES 123142

15 yoars ago, when the dollar was 245.7001. -—

That price includes free ship.
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