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Youthful energy
charges CMA Awards

By Dan Rice

Country music Is more popular
than it's ever been, as Is evident
from runaway record sales and
growing concert attendance.
Younger performers and audiences
have brought a higher energy level
Into the Industry, and the Country
Music Assoclation shows its
gralitude when The 26th Annuat
CMA Awards airs Wednesday,
Sept. 30, on CBS.

The two-hour event, which
originates from the Grand Ole Opry
House In Nashville, Tenn., pairs
returning host Reba McEntire with
first-timer Vinee GlIt at the podivm,
Both are "Entertalner ol the Year”
nomlnces. Among the arilsts slated
to perform at the ceremony are
Mary-Chapln Carpenter, Alan
Jackson and Trisha Yearwood.

The executlve producer for the
event, Irving Waugh, has been at the
helm of the CMA Awards since jts
inceptlon $n 1967. With muslc
pubdlisher Jack Stapp, Waugh
persuaded NBC's Kraft Music Hall
to televise the ceremony for the
first time in 1968. Waugh, a
visionary who was Insirumental in
the development of the Opryland
entertainment complex and
Nashville’s first television station
(WSM-TV), credits the burgeoning of
country music to its increasing
appeal to younger listeners.

“The Garth Brookses, for
example, are bringing much
younger audiences to country
music,” Waugh says. “I attended a
Garth Brooks concert n Dallas, and
T was amazed at the large
percentage of teenagers.”

Waugh also belleves technological
progress has widencd the countey-
music audience, “This world of ours
Is not urban and rural anymore
because of communications,
because of television. We're eloser
10 being one as far as taste.”

Waugh calls on his showblz savvy
when asked to name some of the
hottest contendess Ln this year's
awards show. "“Travls Tritt (tied
with Vince G for the lead In
nominations wlih five each) has a
tremendous youth appeal. Mary-
Chapin Carpenter is a totally
different artist but very attractlve
and writes some interesilng

malerial.

“A phenomenon, of course, is the
Billy Ray Cyrus thing,” Waugh
continues. "Many people think he's
Just a flash in the pan, bul many
people thought Elvis (Presley) was a
flash in the pan or Lhat the Beatles
wouldn't fast. So ['d be slow tosay
that Dilly Ray wouldn'l be here next
year.”

Cyrus’ megahil, "Achy Breaky
Heart,” which was composcd by
Don Von Tress, is nominated for
three awards: Single of the Year,
Music Video of the Year and Song of
the Year, Though the sang is a
populat dance tune in country-
music nightclubs, it is up against
some tough competitlon in the last
category, Including Mary-Chapin
Carpenter's "Down at the Twist &
Shout," Travis Trilt's “Herc'sa
Quarter (Call Someons Wha Cares)”
and “Don’t Rock the Jukebox,"

penned by Alan Jackson, Roger
Murrah and Keilth Stegall.

Every third year of the Awards,
the CMA Ilal) of Fame inducts a
non-entertainer into its ranks. [n
1992, Waigh ts one of the five
nominees for the henor. With a
blend of modesty and pragmatism,
Waugh, who Js the namesake of the
annual frving Waugh Award of
Excellence, ebserves that “There's
one gal{BMI's Frances Preston)
against four old mien, so my guess iy
the gat will get the award, which is
fine."

Waugh, 2 man who mentions his
warlime Interview of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur as one of the high points
of his long and Nustrious carcer,
has a matter-of-fact attitude abant
his many achievernents. "If you live
long cnough,” Waugh says, “you
have some highlights In your lite.”




