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Keep Family
In Hot Water

The average family’s water-
using equipment has just
about doubled in the last 10
years, according to the
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling In-
formation Bureau. And that
same family uses nearly twice
as much hot water during the
.summer months as it does the
irest of the year. This places
an extra-heavy burden on
your water heater, the bureau
points out.

If you're constantly running
out of hot water, you probably
need a bigger capacity tank or
a heater with a faster
“‘recovery’ rate”. - (That
means the heater replenishes

its hot water supply faster.) si

Many older homes have
water heaters that are only 30-
gallonor have a slow recovery
rate. They were installed
when the household’s water

. needs were less or because the
builder skimped on the heater
to cut costs. Such heaters are
obsolete even if they're still
functioning smoothly from the *
mechanical standpoint.

Garden
Reminders

Leave bulb foliage to mature
and replenish the food in the
bulb for next year's blooms . . .
House plants benefit from 2
summer vacation on & porch or
in a shaded part of the yard . ..
Dial 728-8000 for a two minute
recorded message on garden
problems. This 24-hour s day
service is provided by the coop-
erative extension service . ..
Leaf miners attack birch, haw-
thorn and other plants, tunneling
into the leaves. Systemics are
effective to, cantrol them, or
spray with malathion.

Suburban Gardener

) he'IriséAre Blooming

|In Ruth Esper’s Garden

’ By BETTY FRANKEL

ive down tree-shaded
Viplet Street in Farmington
and you are immediately
drawn to -the gay flowers
blgoming by the curb in front
of Ruth and Raymond Esper’s
bhopse.

Ruth loves flowers so much
tht she has created a char-
little garden between the
walk and the road so that
all who pass by have a
brighter day.
! he Espers also have

RIPPLING Waters, a
le lavender iris with a
ght orange beard, is
orfe of Ruth Esper’s favor-
ita iris.
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flowers by their front door, in
the side yards, across the back
of| the house, and in a wide
barder around the lawn in the
back yard. The lawn,
however, is a play space
devoted to a swing set, picnic
table, and other equipment in
summer and to a skating rink
in| winter, -proving that kids
and flowers are mnot in-
compatible.

Although Mrs. Esper likes

all kinds of flowers, irls are ~

her favorites and she's got so
many different varieties of
irls that she has Tost track of
how many she actually has.

Now reaching their peak of
blgom are over 100 varieties of
tall bearded iris| There are
aldo Tots of dwarfs and in-
termediates and  some
Siberian and spuria iris. Mrs.
Esper says that she no longer
bothers to count haw many she
has, but just tries to figure out
where she has'room for
angther kind. - |

THE GARDENS were
started when the Espers

moved into the house over 20 zmpe

years ago. Among the first
flowers they planted were
some old fashioned blue
“flags,” and over:the years
many friends and relatives
have shared their iris with the

Espers.

Mrs. Esper bought her first
fanty variety about 15 years
ago} Since then she has bought
many of the new tetraploid
hybrids and has-even created
a few hybrids of he{ own.

The new hybrid iris, unlike
the rather tallored blooms of
the ald blue ““flag,” have very
large flowers with crisp
flarlhg petals that are often
ruffipd or fluted on the edges.
The stems are tall and sturdy
and the color range is truly
incredible. They really are
aptlylnamed for the goddess of
the rhinbow. |

Many of the iris ;in Ruth
Esper's garden are Dykes
Medal winners. This award is
given each year by the
American Iris Society to
recently hybridized iris, and
they 'are outstanding, even
among a yard full of other
beauties. |

Although they are not Dykes
Medal winners, Mrs, Esper
has a special fondness for her
own Hybrids, especially one
with short stems and pale
yeliow, ruffled flowers!

When hybridizing, Mrs.
Esper Hecides which traits she
wants :to develop and|selects
the parents accordingly. She
often uses a white flower as

one of| the parents. With a°

tweezers  she carefully
removes the en-bearing
anther from beneath the crest
in the center of one flower and
applies| the pollen to the
stigma |on the crest of the
other parent flower. Then she
lets nature take over.

The seed pod that is
produced is stored until fall
and then the seeds are plan-
ted. Although some seedlings
come up the following spring,
many take until the second
year to appear. In about three
years the plants start to
flower. Most of the new plants
are not unusual, but once in a
while an outstanding flower is
produced.

THE: NEW HYBRIDS and
Dykes Medal winners are very
costly when they first come on
the market, but withing a few
years they become plentiful
and the price drops. The older
beauties are available for less
than a dollar.

Mrs. Esper claims to have
o favorite iris, but among her
treasures are Rippling
‘Waters, a pale lavender with a
ruffled edge; Cliffs of Dover, a
tall white; Garden. Party,
apricot pink; Sable Night,
dark purple; Moonlight
Madonna, pale yellow;
Teckny Chimes, bright
yellow; and Tom-tom, bi-color
T.

Mrs. Esper advises
growing iris where they get
lots of sun - the more the
better. They need at least a
half day of sunshine. Also keep
the iris beds away from
competing tree and shrub
voots for best results.

Ordinary garden soil is fine
for iris, but Mrs. Esper works
compost and bone meal and
dehydrated manure into the
soil when she is transplanting
the iris. She digs up and
divides the clumps every few
years when the roots crowd
each other. If they are
crowded they do not bloom
well.

IF MRS, ESPER is trying
to produce blooms to exhibit in
a show she puts a small
handful of 5-20-20 fertilizer
around each plant in early
spring, being careful to keep it
off the leaves. For ordinary
garden display this extra
fertilizing is not necessary.

‘The iris in the Esper garden
are enhanced by many other
perennials that bloom at the
same time. Ruth is especially
proud of an old-fashioned gas
plant (Dictamnus) which she
grew from seeds given to her
by a friend. It is a large clump
with tall spires of dainty pink
flowers. Also blooming now
are oriental poppies, painted
daisies, coral bells, colum-
bine, hesperus, lupines,
veronica, rose geraniums and
forget - me - nots.

Soon peonies will add to the
show and later when the iris
are no longer in bloom the
garden will be brightened by
lilies, delphinium, shasta
daisies, coreopsis and day
lilies.
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COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

ET OUR PRICE BEFORE YOU BUY

VINYL CHAIN LINK
E%jv

IN COLORS
FREE ESTIMATES

FURNACE CLEANING!
SUMMER SPECIAL 1882

INCLUDES:

. Flues Cleaned 5.

Boiler Tubes Cleaned and
Wire Brushed

~

Combustion Chamber
Cleaned

Lo

Blower Compartment
Cieaned
Al Dirt Removed

w

Smoke Pipa Cleaned

~

. Base of Chimney Cleaned

CENTURY
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
27576 Schoolcraft Livonia

522-5060

RUTH ESPER displays some of the
hundreds of kinds of iris growing in her garden.
In the foreground is white “Cliffs of Dover” and
she is pointing out the ruffied blooms on blue
“Lady llse™
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HARDWARE & SUPPLY C0. G

Your unbelievable hardware store!
UNIQUES . . . ANTIQUES . . . IF IT'S UNUSUAL
’ WE HAVE IT IN STOCK

.
I.U M B E RYARD Specials
Peeled
4"x6"x8 FT. CEDAR 6"x 6"

TIMBERS :ENCE CEDAR

s 0sTS |
3% 84:

3" TOPS x 8 FT. LONG
TAKE YOUR PICK! UPT0 20 FT. LEN.

Aeom 8 Bald
Tops in Stock

clts. planters. water
storage. ain barrels or
bacel chums,

SECOND FLOOR

STEEL $4 88

Genuine

RAILROAD

TIES ..53%

J

Look what we
have come up

MINIATURE

each

DRUMS

) with now . .
m.qn cute litife steel barrels. Perfect for Patio & Driveway Borders
Genuine Genuine
Used

SPANISH
SUIT «
ARMOR

NN NN

over your imag
produce. We have

Great for lamps.
tables,  wood
holders, umbrel-
las, giant spit-
toon, conversa-
tion and decora-
tion. These cans
formeily  held
milk from the
most contented
cows.

Perfecy gitt for the Dad
who bas everything, or
the Mom who wants
something more.

i Our Complete Firsplace
f'f""",’:’"""" sccent Vlsl & Wall Decor Departments
FLAGS * FLAGS * FLAGS 31 znnﬂﬂ Look over the many thought
American, Stats, Historic. Check- . N
have all types, sizes provoking displays in our lum-
potes 1001 Whether it be. includes delivety and food for 1 year! ber yard, garden center. main

far your cer or home we have
one that will it your reed

fioor and second floar.
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N

onDEN BARRELS Treated 1x4x6 F1. ;
Gall FLOWER BED  ;
Will cover 3 1 0 . Saizzn BORDER b
wome o MATERIAL
shrebs. Nest to Use yout imagination b *
Diamonds i 2 to.the many, e
Wardness and many uses thess = 3
spackde. barrels cas serve. A X
: YOUR CHOICE ;
sn § 48 ' C
Bag 1 a s 00 T . ea. :
each each Sighty brge than pitured E
: LUMBER YARD »
; . . 3
You'll love shopping American style OPEN x

MONDAY & FRIDAY

American

HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.
31245 EIGHT MILE ROAD at in LIVONIA
Phoas 4764240 er 532.2645 @ Lots of Free Parking




