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New policy examines public prayer issues, needs

Editor's note: The following is the varba-
tim policy on proyer at community func-
tions that was drafted by the Farmington-
Farmington Hills Ministerial Association,

Intreductlon:

An part of certaln clvic functlens in our
cummunity, people planning such events
will occaslonally invite o member of the
clergy to offer prayer. Recognizing height-
ened nensitlvities by the ever-increosing
multl-culturel and racial-ethnic popula.
tiona that reside in our communlty and the
variety of religious expreanions l:pn-m.-nu-d

" f F:

auo for both membera of the community
and thoe clergy. Thls paper is oh attempt to
raise the issues public prayer presents [n
our communlty at thin time.

‘The roots of tho Issuc:

‘Whon the United States wan a more aclf-
consclously rellglous nation and the no-
tion’s civil religion was dictated first by
malpline Protestantinm and later joined by
Roman Cathollcism, public prayer ad-
dressed to a Triune or Trinitarian dlety
(God, Jesun Chrint, the Holy Spirit) was
overwhe)mingly accepted. As religious, eth-
nic and cultural diversity has Inceeased
“over the decades, moro and more people
find th I ted from such

bera of the F
Hills clergy. ascertaining what kinds of
publie prayer are helpfu) to community
building, while not compromislng the cler.
& 18 becoming an [ncreanlngly complex is-

prayers. Others, who profess not to belleve
in nn) supreme being, find any form of

Publlc prayer ralses a vatlety of issues
for clergy as woll. Some clergy view them.
scives and their inatitutiona aa part of the
frorie of tho communlty. Therefore, praying
ot public ovents is consistont with thelrun-
derstanding of thelr penonhood and role as

of tholr inati

Other clorgy, with a different personal or
inatitutlonal focus, do not believe public
prayers are withln the purview of their call-
ing or feel they are conatrained from ex-
pressing fully their religicus convictlons
when they offer prayer in a public sctting.
Still others belleve public prayer is appro-
printe at some functlona but not at others.

Philosophical Guldelinca:

The firat question to be ascertained in
what 1s the purpese of prayer in a civic
( tglous) setting? If it is to lift up

prayel and an at of
t.hnh cw!l rights.

c I e rgy from page 1A

commonalitics derived from an agreed upon

supreme belng, this may ba reason enough
for n clergyperaon to offer public prayer.
Conversely, If public prayer divides the as-
sembled or compromises cither the person
proying or the people prayed over, we be-
Heve it should be avelded.

Practical guidelinea:

For groups thinking about having peayer
aa part of an event:

® Groupa will do well to ask, why aro we
having a prayer at this event? Does it stem
from an unczamined tradition? From sen-
timentality? Or is it from some decp-seated
conviction?

@ Groups witl serve best the event’s pur-
pase, those cxpected to attend and the cler
ypermon who [8 Invited to offer prayer, by
explaining their motives for prayer, the
event’s focus, the sudience and their overall

e Gt

ecapectations of the clergyperson they wish-,
to have offer prayer, >

For clotgy consklering offering prayer o
port of an event:

@ Clergy will do weil to ask the ques. '~
tions poned above of the group’s arganizers *
from one's particular viewpolnt s a cler.
gyperson. )

0 ll’c]erxy are unwilling to participate, a '

4 and of -
why not could very well be a helpful Ldutn
tional tool for community groupa as they -
grapple with whether or not a public prayer
by an arca clergyperson in consistent with
thelr organization’s purpose for belng, the
specific event’s purpase, the appropriate-
ness of public prayer at civic gatherings
and the role of clergy in the community.

insufation Special

"We folt uneasy for those whose
Deliefs were autaidle what was being
expoused,” Gere sald. “The clerngy
asked, ‘how can we be helpful?* We
believe we should be reconciled to
those people we have offended.”

he said. “We have to weestle with it.
We can't just throw it awsy. Te my
way of thinking, it would be sad.”
The clergy in wreatling with time-
honored traditions where prayers
were woid ot oll type of functions,

‘The policy the growing
awareness by clergy of the di i

including public break ban.
d-breaki and bLall

of religious, cultural and cthnic
kraups living in the Farmington
srea.

Paul, Gere and Duncan are quick
ta point out that the policy doesn’t
neeessarily reprenent each clergy
members’ individuel viewpoint.

Duncan, for example, mokes it
clear he feels it would hie a sad day
if ull prayer is lost nt what might be
appropriste functions or eventa,

“We shouldn’t pick the least line
of resistance — to just stop prayer,”

quets, g
gomen, the clergy satd,

“When the church (First United
in the 1830s) was firet dedicated,
there used to be a handful of trini-
tarinn churches in the area,” Dun-
can sald. “lt {public prayer) was
just natural,”

But Poul speaks of sepazntion of
church and state.

“Jt was just os illegal then as it in
now. Hut no une questioned it
then,” she said. T would wee a clear
scparation of these eventa. Take the

dedication of a schoo) or a factory. 1
myself do not see o need for it. 1
recognize it's a tradition. But we
necd to re-adept and be more scnsi-
tive.,”

Too often, she continued, prayer
necompanied events, stich as a ball
game or community breakfast, be:
couse it Jenda credibility to the
event, “I have trouble with that.”

‘While somo members of the cler-
& need to use trinitarian language
in prayer, others don't necessarily.
“It's really a tricky question,” Dun-
can aaid,

No longer can clefgy assume peo-
ple In any given sudicnce share the
same belicls. “With a multicultural
and ethnle community, these are no
longer assumptlons. I would soy
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Friday, September 25
it a.m. to 3 p.m.
Collection Sportswear
Birmingham

Select from our in-stock
collection amd chat with the
man who designs menswear

' who enjoys being feminine
. Sophisticated, well-tailored
H patiern mixes in marvelous
Jabrics Sizes 4 to 14

MEET ITALIAN DESIGNER
FRANCO MIRABELLI

inspired fashions for the woman

Jacobsons

ExPERIENCE

OF ITALY

Register to win a one
teip for two to laly.

Alr flight courtesy

couresty of LNT Asso

Jacobson's store,

THE TREASURES

Mtilan, Florence, Venice.
AmericanAirlines
Six nights’ accommodations

Pick up your official
entry form at your ncarest

week
Visit

of

ciates.

ANN ARBOR * GROSSE POINTE ¢ BIRMINCHAM ¢ DEARBORN * ROCHESTER ¢ LIVONIA

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thurtday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. an Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,
Shop Sunday Noan to $ pum. Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard®, VISA®, and American Express®.

that s wonderful.

Uncenaclous

prayer |s not prayer,” Gere nakl.

But Duncan adds;

“Nor whatl it

(prayer) Lo thrown out. \We will
miss It. In some eventa, it almost
begs for it."

F I 'Activity. Schedule Seven Days.A Wee '

Please call 477-7373 for more information
or to arrange a facility tour.
Let us demonstrate how
we may successfully meet your needs.

Greenery Extended Care Center

34225 Grand River Avenue
Farmington, M1 48335

(Between Farmington & Drake Roads)

GREENERY

Extended Care Center

Compassionate, quality nursing care
in a newly renovated,
home-like atmosphere

Medlcare Certxhed

6" R-14 Fiberglass

Take the Time!

Classes Begin Sept. 28

DON’T WAIT!

Redford Union Schools

The Botsford family wants you
to feel right at home. If you dont
have a seyular physiclan, wed like to
help you with our free physician
referral service called Health Match.
Just call 4427900 and well match you
with a physician o meet your needs.

When you niove to a new genzi;;l
neighborhood. its a good idea to 10PN

Reaching out to the people of our community.

Welcome Home.

28030 Ceand Rivey Averue » Farmimcton Hiie, MUAAA3-8003

Save valuable time in an cme:gcnc?f by prc rcglslcr[ng For an Emergcncylurgenl
Care form or more {nformatlon, plc:

ase catl

know whene you should go in an emer-
gency: Batstord’s Emergency/Urgent
Care Department treats bath life-
threatening and minor lmumw At
Botsford we strive to give you the
best care as efficiently as possible.
All of us at Botsford hope you

are enjoying your new home and
welcome you 1o the neighborhood.




