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BY HELEN DIANE VINCENT
SrEcIAL Witk
tudent dealgn exhibits al-
ways tempt us with the
promise of the future, cape-

Futuristic

Thinking young, practical, provocative

they warrant an annual showing st
Zelsing Ansociates in the Michignn
Design Center, Troy.
Perhagps the most unusual picee,
i 4

for ity ) of

cially If the students are grod
of the Center of Crentive Studien in
Detroit and Cranbrook Academy of

daring style and nubtle woodwork-
ing technique, is Robert Stecle’s

Arts In Bloomfield Hills.

EEel ‘This pust
yeat, both
achools had
exhibits
that sug-
gested pos-
sible new
directionn
for the
home furn-
ishings in-
dustry,

Cne

- should be
Helen Vincen! remituted
how these exhibils celleet differenc.
en between the schools: CCS s un
undergraduate schoul while Cran.
brook in dedicated solely 1o gradu-
ate education in fine arts and de-
sigm.

*Must graduate schouls of srt and
<design emphaxin the conceplual,
Most undergraduates kehools em-
phasize practical skills and educa-
tion in various media,” snid Dr,
Josephine Kelsey, CEO and presi-
dent 0f CCS,

*Qur graduates embody a work.
ing synthesis of the practical with
the coneeptunl, making them ready
n e productive professionals or tn
move on to top gradunte programs,”
she nddded.

In viewing CCS student work, it
Brenmes evident the conceptas driv.
ing the industrinl design depert-
ment, headed by William House,
complement the practicnl skills re.
quired of the sudents.

In his furniture studio cluss, stu-

“Tete-a-tete” dining table, The 42+
yenr-old Steele, furmer hairdresser
turned desigmer, seeks to “infuse
his designs with the undulutions of
the buman form.” This quality is
more apparent in some pieces than
in others, but averall hin work fits
in with one of the aspects of the
post-modern style, which plays with
unexpected combinetions of khapes
and retro themes.

Fur individuatity thut owes more
to seulpture than a furniture style,
Fairuz Jane Arabo, one of the few

yuung women in House's closses,
haw created o coffee tuble uxing o
wood stacking technique. Proud of
her Assyrian ond Chatdean heri-
tage, she has included an Arabic fe.
ligious saying in the brass dise con-
necting the twe sectionn of the
table. Could it be that future home
furnishings design will incorporate
deeper nymbolism?

Coming frum the ceramics de-
partment, headed by Tom Phardel,
are 0 number of experimental fueni-
ture denigns uking cerammic gluzes
with steel nnd uther muterials,
Thirty-semething Kaiser Suida

} some of the possi
tiva in an accent table suitabile for
indoor and outdoor use.

Meanwhile, Jobn Gargeno, who
ealls himself a ceramic object
maker, crestes tnrge cernmic shspes
thot hang from the eviling and jut
from the wall. Not anly du these
pivces “personalize the home,” s
Phantel snys, it's o sure bet they
could redefine what we mesn hy
“decoral

Und.

dents anolyze key ch jes of
various histotical perivds, then in-
terpret them in scale and full-size
furniture mockups. Commerciol
trends often are doverailed inte

ly, the most wildly in-
ign vou'll ever ace
igned by Paul Clark. 1is
suurce of inspiration is more Stas
Wars than home furnishings as we
Iy know it [t certainly

these designs, refle R, in part,

i

House's own 1 Many
of these picces are sn up-to-dute,

our concept of “clock,”
giving un o faroreaching glimpac

into the home furnishings future.

Kelsey's atatement nbout how the
pructical and coneeptual define the
key difference between undergradu-
ate and graduste design schools es-
pecislly applies to Cranbrook's 1e-
cent change in design appiroach or
philesophy.

Guided by Ray Slade, art acade-
my president, the change takes the
high rand of design semontics. In nn
eanny on Cranbrook <design, Slade
notes, ., . 1t's neaccident thut a
design movement m Cranbronk
whould break away from Modernism
as couched in the ional

wteuet” all conventional, or bour-

i, meaning — which also means
ng everything through the pristm
of lnnguage, Only then sre students
free to create o new vision.

Nenrly all nf the 61 griduate stu-
deng works selected by Roy Shule
for exhibition reflect thi;
ign phitusophy. Of the
from the dexign, ceran
depastments, enly four or five stu-
dents showed 5 that rexembled
objects sufficiently identifinlle as
furnishings,

ven then, these few were nffered

e el fiber

Style or Bauhous tencts.” He goes
on ta exploin: “Design semantivs
infusex meaning intathe. . .
plethura of abjects and graphics
that have become mundane and
boring,”

Dexign semuntics itself emerged
put of o school of linguistics and
semanties (which snalyzes words
and symbels for their meaning).
Onee you get past the theoreticnl
intricacies and the radical palitics,
design semantics forces students 1o
took within themselves, to “deenn.

ax veliicles for o personal vision.
The remuinder contsibuted art pive-
ey, of instollutions, alsa exploring

personn) metaphors i »
well as peesonal and social predica-
ments

The wenving depurtinent hewld,
Gerhardt Kaade nuriced the
spprosch by raying, "Onee the stus
Arnts have engaged i his eritical
ogue, they're expectid to o
to the darger sorklas better setists
and elexigners, atl for beingin touch
with themselves. . . perlaps for
having Cranbroak as a antidote to
this Laeger world.”
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A table with attitude: /eobert Steele, an industrial design

program praduate at the Center for Crq utive Stid,

s in

Detroit, designed this “Tete-a-tete™ dining table: chairs
aren 't shown. The rock maple tabile is siv feet fang, 24
inches wide and 30 inches tall.

Shimmy and shake: That’s
what yau do when you sit
an the chairs drawn up to
the table with a circulfur in.
sert filloed with sund.
steel, otass and leather in-
stallation is by Kobert La-
binorit:, a graduate in the
desipn department at
Cramdwnok Academy of Art,
Bloomyictd Hills. 1t's tithed,
“Playing in the S
The Hunan Experience of
Sensorial Phenomena,
Fuaz

ITER

t first glanee, it appears like uny
luxe house of the '90s, Owners Jubn

and Gwen Williamwon are taking

for the furniture und the Wil

Everything i« heing reamdied o make way

lection of Orivntol art nnd accessories W
gathered from their travels in the For Eost,

linmsona” enl- i

Hilts shop owner and intesior designer who
had b lengtime gssociation wi
illinmsons, Ench design deci;
modates the enchanting view of the saall
Like snd nntural hobitat the new house

Ruath the fueniture, whose wood finishes
have all been lightened, and the extenxive
collection have already been paved with
the help of Lindn Bruce, « Farmington

the move into their new home in stride be-
couse it's the moat recent move of many,
including a Far Eant stint John did for
Ford Motor Co,’s International Divisinn.

overlooks.

Once you move down the gead staircase
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proacls tu out personal o1

Hi-tech electronic wave spurs interactive environment

it sense sumething else is il

“Wewanted tu start ot with n nes ap

et we've
L witha

il befure,” sovs
ture toswnnd an atidio sid vis

uilt into the wall “Actaaily,

cwvas designed it the sastem,”
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on litile kid's
furniture -

SAVE at least 30%
SAVE on wicker, formica and children's bedroom
furniture. Priced so low we'll guarantee
you a good nights sleep!

v
Night Stands
from S88.

Iist 5150
v
3-Drawer Dressers
from $188.
List S315.

RUSTICS

Completely Casual
for Over 46 Years

LIVONIA - 5229200 - 29500 W. S MileRd. o BIRMINGHAM - 644-1919 - 690 . Woodword -

*NOVI - 48700 Grond River - $48-0090 .,
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To Special Savings
_And An Exclusive Gift!

The Purchase Of Any Harden Dining Room

For a e time ondy, se're ofenmg speal sargs of A% on our entiee se-
v puechiase aos Hagden able. Cisss !
a0 thaies disge our sale, soud) recene a bree Capel Oriental Rug, avadable |
aed Hoactors, manutaciured tom 1005 puare Mo Zeal
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