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would be needed first, Most needed,
Howe said, is change that would
bring the Rond Commission fur’
Oukland County under direct con-
trol of county government to make
it more accountable,

Hawe refers to the rosd commis.
gion as “the most abnoxious em.
pire” within county goveenment,
mainly because of what she de.
seribes as inefficiency and conduct
by officials bordering on corruption.

*I refer to them (roud commiis-
sioners) ox men of conviction,”
Howe soid. Within the lost five
years, one went to federal prison
and another ta Jackson Prison. An-
other should be investigated be.
cause of the expenses reported by
him and his wife, o county employ-
ee, following a trip on road commia.
siun business.

Pattersan, 53, literally bristles at
his oppanent’s criticisin of county
government — although he  ac.
knawledges it hins some Dy

"1 strongly disagree with Ms,
Howe,” he saidd. “I've looked long
and hard ot county government.
There might be fat here und there,
tut 1 think county government by
and lurge is pretty well run, pretty
well managed under the present
leadership of Dan Murphy,'

Mentally ill

Howe says the county is gridlocked
in negotintions over Oakland Coun-
ty's taking full monagement re-
sponsibility for mental health ser-
vives,

Putterson scoffs ot the term
“gricilock.” Onkland County official
are refusing to assume full manage-
ment of mental health services un-
til state officials guarantec contine.
ued funding, he nays.

That's not gridlock, Patterson
snid, “It's prudent government and
effective (and respansible) negotin-
tion.”

Patterson soid Howe's cry for
more reform of county government
in o “political ‘Trojan horse."

Demacrats haven't been too suc-
cessful under Oakland County's
prevent form of government, he
said, They're outnumbered 19 to 8
on the county bonrd, and can only
dreatn of winning the offices of ex-
veutive, clerk, sherifl or register of
deeds,

“Since they can't win under this
systein,” Democrats want to change
the form of government, Patterson
snid, s erass political sclf inters
est,

Patterson said he would have no
prablem with having the road com-
mission under the control of county
povernment. . .accnumable directly
to the executive or the board of

s Roads are, after all,

One icular arca of dixog
ment is the county’s role in provid-
ing services for the mentally ill.

u cruciul issue in Ookland County,
particularly for cantinued economic

growth. .

Patterson said ho favers better
cooperation with the road commis-
wion, even having its director, John
Grubba, regularly attend the execu-
tive's staff meetinga. “But the rond
commisslan (funded by gasoline
and motor vehicle taxes) are opera-
ting on reduced revenue. If the road
commigsion way under cantrol of
the county, there would be great
pressure to spend more county tax-
s on ronds.”

He also would spin off the public
works department from the execu-
tive's contral and merge it with the
drain commission, under the eclect-
ed drain comminsioncr in the inter-
est of efficiency.

Howe would rather have the off-
lce of drain commissioner abollshed
and bring ita functions under the
executive,

Howe and Patterson agree contin.
ued economic growth s important
in Oakland County, particularly in
the hern tier of it
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Jtreconcilable ditferences: L. Brooks Patterson would go after Fortune 500 companies for
Oalland County; Betty Howe for Fortune 50's. :

She also favors shifting same
P

Howe, who was part of a trade
inki for the dichij De-

from the county complex
on north Telegraph Road into the
| 1d "

Patterson said he would use the
exceutive's office as a kind of a
“Bully pulpit” to lohby on behalf of

partment of Cummerce that suc-
cessfully reeruited business from
Japan and Australin, said Qakland
County must recruit businesses
more effectively. “We nced to put
the full econamic clout of Oakland
County" into bringing industry and
business to the vacant buildings
and land in southern Oakland
Caunty.

ol
ties like Pontiae, Ferndale, Royal
Ouk ond Southfield.

Patterson likes the idea, but
wants to go further. He advocates
locating o wuper morgue in Hozel
Park or anather southeast Oakland
County community to provide fo-
rensic and pothology services to
Oakland, Wayne and Macomb
‘countivs,

ies s well as
the entire county.

He would set up a council of Oak-
tand County business leadera and
take his lead from them,
Incineration

Another area of sharp disagree-
ment between Howe and Patterson
is county cfforts te implement a
comprehensive solid waste program

— 0 $500 miltion proposal inclpd-
ing a waste-to-encrgy incincratos in
Auhurn Hills, '

*I am unalterably opposed tolin.
cineratiun,” Howe said, “particular.
1y this most cbnoxious kind, waste-
to-energy.” .

Patterson is critica) of the meth-
ods county officials used to put-to-
gether the countys solid waste
plan, although — in what he con-
sidters o mark of palitical courage —

he publicly endorsed it.
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“Turkish rugs are the feast influenced
by western trends. Often, the anist is still the weaver,
making these rugs some of the most setistic heing
woven in the world.Yet, their colorful geometric
designs blend picely with 1raditional or
contemporary fusnishings, keeping them in
Bigh demand with today's sicrior designers.
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braught them home to you,
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