The Observer/ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1992

Players honor Tommy Gardner

‘Character can't be developed in ease and quiet.
Only through cxperience, trial and suffering can the
soul be strengthened, vision cleared, ambition in-
spired and success achicved.” — Helen Keller

——
THE BRIDGE
CROWD

One among us in our suburban world of bridge who
has gained the love and respect of all s Tom Gardner
of Southficld. I first met Tommy some 40 years ago
when he was ploying in the most vigorous rubber
bridge game played west of the Hudaon to tho cdge of
the Windy City.

Every Manday evening, an array of Detroiters and
some of the best from the Midwest would gather ot
the DAC card room for dinner and “deal.” If your
playing credentinls weren't exceptional, you just weren't acceptable.
Few of that crew are still with us, the exceptions belng the Reindol
brothers, Bill Bauble of Grosse Pointe and Tommy.

In what he calls his “scar-filled full life,” he has become one of the
Muotor City's truly fine players, having achieved his “Diamond Llfe
Master” rating (more than 5,000 points) just this year. There are only
cight players in Michigan to precede him in this glory.

‘Tammy is the first one to say, at his savory age, "Il you win you're an
old pro and if you lose you're an old mon.” His devoted wife Beverly,
who in her own right is an excellent performer and his favorite playing
partner, attributes much of his auccess to the determination and devo-
tion he has for the game. Certainly the unselfish hours he contributes
to tenching and bridge seminors can't bo matched. As Thomas Paine
wrote, "Character is what you are in the dark.” Tom's glawa radiantly!

On Wednesday evening recently a wonderful group (20-odd tables)
pathered ot the Gardner’s midweek Southfield duplicate game to cele-
brate his 71st on carth and his Dismond Life Master award. Beverly
will blush if you mention this, but sho was the one who graciously
arranged for the 42-inch-square cake and pizza for 80-0dd players at-
tending. It was an extremely pleasant occasion for a very deserving
person, and I was fortunate to have been denlt into this splendid event.

The ition from rubber to dupli bridge (s difficult and daring
breause the thrust and result are specifically different. In the former,
the single significant purpose is to ensure your contract. In match play
{duplicate), averages usually don’t win tournaments. You must intent.
Iy search for etter scores. and if a favorabe probobility is commen-
surate with the risk to achieve, you are a winner if you can execute
effectively. Note Tom’s aptitude on the accompanying hand he and
Beverly played in the recont August Osk Park MBA Sectional.

Enst's pre-emptive bid {not vuinerable) was indeed a disruptive
mancuver, which required Tom’s carcful and caleuloted consideration.
As you can see, Tom has nine winners when at trick (2) he lays down
the diumond ace, which reveals o sure line of play — two spades, ene
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heatt, five diamonds and a club. Tom knew that every declarer would
find the same result and he wanted no part of such an average. Note
his performance for a 10th trick and a top which waa a Rembrandt
rensan why they fibished in the money.

Here is the four-card ending.
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At trick (10), Tom led dummy's club to his king and West’s ace.
West coutd still win his club 10 and spade queen, but at trick (11) he
hind to play his spade Yine to dummy's jack-and Tom's 10th trick.

Woody Doyd teaches local bridge classes and is a life master. He lives
in Bloomficld Township.
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Where to get help for injury sufferer

Q. My father-
in-law suffered &
closed-head in-
jury in a car ac-
cident about six
months ago. He
has been lving
st home with his
wife, but shoe is
il now and can
no longer take

gested, but don't know where
clse o look for help.

A. The Michigan Head Injury Al-
lionce, a chapter of the National
Head Injury Foundation, would be
the best place for you to call. It can
provide you with information and
listings of all types of programs and
services for people with closed head
injuries regardless of their age. It

can give you the names of places
thnt offer a variety of programs such
habilitation. |

Rence Mahler is a gerontologist
ond the director of communications
and admission at a Rochi Hills

s gL care,
transitional living, dny treatment,
home care and respite. It also has a
list of facilities that provide perma-
nent residentinl settings.

Located in Brighton, the Michi-
gan Head Injury Aliance can be
teached by phone Monday-Friday 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

nursing focility. She is a former
member of the Michigan State Com-
mission on Services to the Aging.
Send your questions to her at the
Obscrver & Eccentric, 805 E. Mople,
Birmingham 48009.
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AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS }
AUCTION, featuring a wonderful collection of 20th century
European paintings and other items belonging to the late Lawrence
G. and Elizabeth 8. Feil of Battle Creek, MI: the autumative art
collection of the late Wilfiam L. Mitchell, Bloomfield Hills, Ml
property deaccessioned by the Muskegon Museum of Art, Muskegon,
MI and the Shiawassce Arts Council, Owosso, MI: over 140 picces of
Americana from the collection of Russ L. and the late Lydia M.
Sage, Elyria, OH: plus items from over 60 other consignars
including a 19th century Renaissance Revival side cabinet, 19th
century Palissy ware, a cartoon production cel from “Pinocchio™
{1940), a diminutive butterfly plano. Orienlal rugs, silver, china,
dolls, Majotica, glassware (Lalique, Baccarat and Steuben),
cotlectibles and much more.

We take the responsibility of providing excellent basic
and skilled nursing care very seriously. We are also proud
of the services and programs in our Assisted Living
accommodations and our Special Care Unit for older
adults with Alzheimer's Disease and other dementias. But
— we believe that good times and sunshine and laughter
is important to good health and happiness also. That is
why clowns and dog shows and picnics, dances, costume
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