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Table activism: Unlike its counterparts in the *60s und '70s, political activism on college campuses now is more likely to take less-
confrontational forms, such as registering people to vote, Jerome Farmer and Karen Boven sign up Pinak Acharya (left) and
Terry Sawyer (right) on the University of Michigan campus.

Getting out the vote at a young age

BY LARRY O'CoNNOR
Svarr WHITER

ecrek  Binhurn, 21, from West
D Bloomfield diligently tnkes notes

on a fresh spiral notebook. Which
woulkin't ook out of the ordinary on a
typical aftcrnoon in o university closs-
room, except for what the senior English
majer happens te he jotting down for his
awn benefit.

Ruther, he's devising ways to rouse
peopde hix nge out to vote.

The group Einhurn belongs is Just
Vote, one of several non-partisan campus
organizations trying to accomplish such a
geal through registration, education and
ketting people vut to the polls on Nev, 3.

Along  with nine other students,
Binhern sees his cfforts as a civic obliga-
tion,

"It's important because, az people say,
we're poing to be the ones running this
country,” saidl Einhorn, who is a gradu-
ate of West Bloamfield High. “Alse, it
sendds o message (o our leaders now —
that we are an important part of the pop-
ulation.”

Impertant, yes, but palitically active?

Think ngain.

Statisticx indicate people between 18-
35 traditionally vote less than those ald-
vr. The trend is expected 1o continue in
this clection, aceording to pollstera,

A Times Mirror poll, quoted in U.S,
News & Warkd Report, predicts only 28
prereent of these 35 and younger cligible
are likely to vote for president this year.

Weaned on MTV and rnised in the
conservative clover of the Reagan years,
the 18-29 age population is one snid to be
saturated in eynicism and rampant in
mixtrust toward the paolitical system.
They've been teld to expect less than
their parents.

Thus, they have zeemingly accepted
the ilea that they are unable to change
the xtatus gua,

"Yuoung people expect a lot more out of
government thun any other age group,”
said Gregory Markus, a political science
professor at U-M. “But they have the
lowest voter turnout of any age group by
far. They pay taxes . . . and expect ser-
vives fram the government.

“The notiun there I8 something more

ta (political participation) than just pay-
ing taxes hasn't been put across to
younger people.”

With such o dire outloak, people tend
to write off the post-babyboamers as less
effective in affecting change. But not all
is gloom.,

Markus says studiea indicate political
participation among college students —
wha tend to fall into the 18-24 age group
— is as high or higher than in the cam-
pus protest era of the '60s and "70s.

“It juat may take different forms, and
it be ax dramatic,” he said.

Involvement is more likely to come in
the less-vonfrontationat form of voter ed-
ucation and registeation,

Tim Leighton, 27, of Garden City is ac-
tive in the non-partiran student political
graup Pxi Sigma Omega at Madonna
University. He's also a deputy register,
taking a class through Wayne County to
becomu certified.

Much of his efforts involve dispensing

jor with emphasis in political science.
“They dun't know who's running or they
don't know anything about the candidate
or they don’t believe their vote means
anything."

Mict~lle Dube, 19, of Birmingham
finds herself in similar situations at
Eastern Michigan University where she
works as an office manager in the student
government office,

“I try to ted] people the more people in
our age group who vote it helps,” said
Dube, n 1991 graduate of Birmingham
Seaholm. “In the past, people in our age
ground haven't voted because they don't
think it motters, But it docs.”

But why, unlike their apathetic coun-
terparts, have they become active? In
many cases, a particular cause or special
interest in a catalyst.

Einhorn is 8 member of Environmental
Action, a group whose also become in-
volved in the Just Vate cffort at U-M.
He's written to politicians and is active

information to other students on T
“A lot of times it's o lack of educa-

tion,” said Leighton, a social science ma- - -
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