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Politics

Pleasant na-
ture: Wally
Pleasant’s

acoustic-
driven music
retains sar-
donic humor
and biting
Iyrics.

On the cover: Alex Lumelshy,
who performs under the monik-
er Mooshha, uses acoustic mu-
sic to explore the personal poli-
ties of love and friendship. Bill
Hansen took the trackside pho-

L .

Woody Guthrie In the *40s and '60s
and Bob Dylan and Phil Ochs in the '60s excelled in using
the folk idiom to raise consciousness of an entire gencra-
tion.

Through plaintive imagery, heartfelt lyrics tinged with
bilter irony, their music made profound statements that
hold weight even in these dire times.

Thiesfotsaroctsnly mat lost an  new gereration of
fok artita who have omerged on the locl clrcuit. They
embrace u good deal of the mulnn "una

Passion

Moashka, “Righ
. . Ldon't know why

Instead Lumelsky's music, much like Wally Pleasant
and Mary ML‘Guunk Myk Ris challenging foray into
the persunat politics of Jove and friendship. The journey i
inwaed instcad of autward.

In the case of Lumelsky and McGuire, acoustic music
hos become something of a refuge after stints in relatively
successful local rock "n’ roll bands.

melshy was @ songwriter In the highly promising
youthful group Phincas Gage, which broke up a year ago.

uire was o member of the multi-talented outfit. Ash
Can VanGogh and later Spiral Dance.

Soclo-palitical situntions didn't draw them to ncoustic
music. Rather, the gente offers 8 more viable avenuc to

it now, T'm not ready to comment on that

those forbearers of folk.

But such area performers as Wally Pleasant, Alex La-
melsky and Mary McGuira stecr clear of the overt political
wmlnen(-lry in their muslc.

t's mot becauso 1 don't care,” says Mary McGuire, 30,
o ek up one half of the musical tandem Mary
McGuire & Myk Rise. “1 write about things thet happen to
d what happen

“Politica aro a lot different than they were back in the
“60s. There wan a lot more change back then.”

“1t's a little more intimate than playing in a rock bond,"
McGuiro said. “And it's not as loud.

Pleasont ogreea, though his music bridges o precarious
gop between folk music thoughtful introspection and 1980
punk irreverence. The 1985 Birmingham Groves gradunte
corves hia niche as a sardonic storytoller.

His highly-sought-after cassette “Song About Stuff” has
been fawned over by college radio — porticularly ot Michi-

i State University where Pleasant was a student, The
relense s fortified with 14 brash and biting nuggets, such
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;olk following; Mary McGuire, wha performed with the folk rock outfit Ash Can VanGogh opls

the more intimate sctting of coffechouses and small venues for her music as part of a

performing duo with Myk Rise.

as “Payeho Roommate” and “She's in Love with n Greck.”

Audiences obvivasly prefer ireeverence to political sub-
stance, judging by the overwhelming response to Plensant’s
awunder of derisive tunes,

“Peaple my age aren't really politically active,” said
Pleasant, 25, who's worked ax a social worker, “but they're
politically aware,

u do a song an something they feel strongly about,
they' gt behindt you. People don't like songs that vaguely
talk about issue:

Andif one of his rumbers does take a political spin, it's
usually wrapped in barbed cysteinm, lassant. has » 0ng
pegied for hin svon-to-be released nlbum entitled *I Was 4

Teenmge Republican,” which humnmully compares (his
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Undoustedly, one of this country's best
ferground bands 1o emergo on tho sur-
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Hero are 10 local refeases {no particular order) In heavy rotation
on the Homeboy show heard 11-11:30 pm. Sundays on CINX-FM
887,

1. Straight Mackin Brotherhood Recipee
2. Happy Medium -+ - - Vudu Hippies
3. Zero to Nothing -~ - Goldentones

4. The Complete Works of Goober & the Peas
Goober & the Peas

B Street Lines —-——— Oriental Spas
9. Beer on the Penguin-Beer on the Fengum
10. Unhamed ~-— Cham F:

Hero are 10albums in heavy rotation on CIMX-FM 827,
1. Tempm al the Dog ~—Temple of the Dog {A&M)

soung persan’s affliction to that of a
"Th xong perhaps mirroms (e distrust the 20-something
feneration hax for the political process ny a wholc.
" have kil of grown up in an era where 1 hear my dad
king; about the days when you could get  good factory
awn a house right out of high achool,” Pleasant
said, *Tolny, you can’t do that with a college degree.
“Itw hard ot to be eynical.”

job o

Questions? Comments? Write to Larry O'Connor, Street
Beats, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 School-
eraft, Livonia 48150, or call 953-2130.

z Ten — Pearl Jam {Epic)
y Jesus & Mary Chain
(Wamner Bros.)
4. Achtung Baby ——— U2 {sland)

5. Your Arsenal ——— Morrissey (Reprise)

6. Wish ——————— Cure (Elekira)
7. Mondo Bizarro Ramones (Radicactive)
8. Moodfood —— Moodswings {Arisla)

9, Us ~———————— Peler Gabiel (Geffen)
10. Angel Dust — Faith No More {Reprise)

Fecond review

Surreal
sounds

David Stroughter yearns and we all long. So precious,
whispering to the very demona of deaire that ramblo in hin

cad, the lead singor for this area’s most prized musical
commodity makes 304 tsto tho honcy for hich h'ssav-
ing his copper currency (Penny for um) and worship at
the very feet of his hllc idols (No. 1 Fan)

While Stroughters vocals awatho the mort ssnsuous
dreamscapes, the five-song compact diec “Fan” owes an
equal debt of aurrealness to some beautcous instrumenta-
tion,

Michaol Segal gencrates an Intoxicating array o
textures, careasing & slngular tranquility In “No. s
while sounding like he's running tho instrument through
e shrubber Wor."” The sonic Influencen of "My
Bloody Valentine” aro betrayed ever so slightly, Bassist
Hobey Echlin and drummer Odell Nalls manage to synco-
pate a very taut groovo on what otherwiso is a very fragile
sound dangling on the ledge in & wind storm. {Nails' an
indelible cadence in “Sunny Pie” is of noteworthy extrac.
tion)

Stripped apart of as a whole, “Majesty Crush” creates a
mood that is provocative and unsettling st the same time
but must be savored.

— Larry O'Connor




