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Park opens up a variety of opinions

BY JOANNE MALISZEWBKI
BTAFF WRITZR

When It came to the Woodland Hills Park,
Larry Lichtmen didn't want to reopen Pan-
dora’s Box. But he did . . . alittle.

1 think this is to an extent a self-fulfilling
prophecy,” the Farmington 1 il
said, toap d plan to
the 78-acre park in a passive state.

Lichtman urged practicality {rom the

maintain open land “to preserve yesterday's
world for tomorrow’s children.”

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi reminded the
council that voters approved a half-mill,
eight-year special parks and recreation mil-
lago on the promise that the park on Farming-
ton Road, south of I-696, would be passive. T
hope we would not try to rewrite what voters
wanted one yenr ngo."”

Ad hoc committee membelr Roy Lindhardt

Woodland Hills Park ad hoc
which developed 1 plan p d
to the council Monday, as well as the parks
and recreation commission, which will review
afinal plan when it's done by Nov. 30.

MEventually you will seo more done on this
property than proposed because residents will
demand it," Lichtman said, adding that new,
younger families will demand more from the
city. “Eventually, there will be o need for
some type of public facility.”

Lichtman’s comments opened what in com-
parison to past discussions on the property
was o mild dehate nbout the park's future.
Councilwoman Nency Bates disagreed. “I
think os we become more populated it's im-
portant to have pieces of property like that.”

City officials, she said, should buy and

agreed that will want to
use the wooded, rolling land for some type of
development. “I think the potential for the
citizens demands to use the property ere
there. But they can’t have it.”!

Joo Derek, naturalist and committee mem-
ber, asked the council and the community to
open their minds to nature and maintaining
Woodland Hills Park as it is. He also remind-
ed the council that he and other so-called
birdwatchers never opposed the major sports
park, or what is planned for it.

And council watcher Masha Silver apoke of

* the need to maintain notural arcas. “If it goes,

wr:(‘will never get it back.”

Hills Park. “I do feel there is a value to pro-
sorving the land. I have honestly come to the
conclusion or opinfon . . . that the $600,000
s{wuld bo put down on land somewhere in the
clty.”

Mayor Jonathan Grant spoko of his original
concern about preserving the land in light of
many unfulfilled needs in the community.
But he satd he's changed his mind about pres-
ervation. “I think that’s what the people of
this community want right now.” If the com-
munity changes it's mind, Grant said he
would repreacnt voters accordingly.

Councilman Ben Marks, however, support-
ed buying the property because “I thought it
was for an active park.” Plans for the park are
“not caat in stone,” he continued, “otherwise I
wouldn't have voted for it.”

Residont Ken Perrin, who hos long opposed
the park, made a proposition to the city coun-
cll, whose mombers didn’t respond.

Perrin suggested spending no mere money
on the acreage, Public uscs, such as a library
ar ather facility should be reviewed. If no suit-
nbl&usc I? found, the land should be sold for

5 tii di \{

Terry Sever using *
the $600,000 budgeted over the cight-year mil-
lage plan for something other than Waodlands

w00d|and Hi“S from page 1A

“How necessary fs it?" Perrin asked about
the park.

to unfold — gee, we really havea

Holloway also suggested pro-
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geém.”

The city council accepted the
cgnceptual plan and directed ad
hoe committee chairman Mork
Davis to have the plan completed
by Nov. 30 and distributed to the

B In the woodland and Rouge River areas, for
example, Holloway suggested placing kiosks
where visltors can get Information about the
specles of wildlife and vegetation In those par-

ticular areas.

parks and recreation
and the council.
“Some council members suggest-
¢dl holding public hearings to hear
what voters have to oy about
park plans, Hearings were not
scheduled.

“'Holloway outlined a brood aren
of the park that represents what
he calls a critical habitat core,
which includes the Rouge River
corridor, the two central creckbed
corridors and their velley walls,
the wetlonds and the southern
partion of the central hardwood
forest.

“wTogether they represent the
Highest levels of specics utiliza-
tion and interaction and are the

most susceptible to disturbance
and large scale d lon,” ac-

River areas, fn’r example, Hotlo-

cording to the Holloway's report.

The plan includes an entrance
directly across from the Oakland
Community College entrance on
Orchard Lake Road — where
there is now a traffic light — into
a parking area for approximately
25-30 cars.

An open gathering area and ac-
tivity arca would be placed not far
from the parking. In these areas,
organizations can gather for edu-
cational talks and displays about
the park.

In the woodland ond Rouge

way placing  kioska
where visitors can get information
about the species of wildlife and
vegetation in those particular
areas.

A small picnic area is proposed
near the new wetlands. Holloway
also suggested tha need to contin-
ually meintain the park's prairie
areas — to prevent them from be-
coming forests — ns well as the
scrub areas.

“There’s a shortage of rabbits
on thie property,” he said, refer-
ring to the need to provide fea-
tures to cneourage rabbit nesting.

viding arcos for senior aduits and
people with handicaps where they
can have an opportunity to partie-
ipate in the richneas of the park.

The consultant told the council
it is possible to develop certain
arcas of the park for use without
disturbing what is called a core
habitat zone, which includes the
wetlands aren, the two-creek cor-
ridor and part of the large wood-
land zone, for example.

“Preserving that core in perpe-
tuity will preserve the wildlife
riclénen on that site,” Holloway
aaid.
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