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Oekland
County Clerk

Lynn Allen is
going for his

§ dad's record.

4 thrtlm Blom

. opes to stop

Electlon him, but doesn’t
Y 2 expect to.

9 Lynn Allen Sr.

was the clerk of

QOaokland County

for 26 ycars from 1932 umit 1958
‘when he died in office.

Lynn Allen Jr. hos held the

- same job for the last 24 years and

hopes to exceed his father's record

if votera reelect him Nov. 3.

Blom is Allen’s Democratic op-
ponent. “This might be the yeor
of the woman,” she said. “But it
isn't going to help me because
helf the people think {(Lynn Al-
len} is a woman,”

At 67, Allen looks very fit, atill
holds a pilot's license (that he
earned in 1941) and fiies his
Rockwell Commander on week-
ends, A doctor of optometry since
1950, Allen continues to practice,
albeit infrequently, with a partner
in Waterford,

Currently a Waterford Town-
ship resident, Allen was born and
raised in Pontiac. In World War
-1 he joined the Army Air Corps
and handled one of the Browning
.50-caliber waist guns on B-24 Li-
berators during 17 bombing mis-
siona over Europe in 1945. He left
the Army soon after the atomic
bombs were dropped on Japan

. and attended college at the Uni-
versity of Detroit, Central Michi-
gon University and the Northern
1linois College of Optometry.

Since he was appointed to his
current job in December 1968 to
replace & dead incumbent, Allen
has been re-elected five times.

How long can he go on? “As

long as I'm healthy and as long as « the Women's Survival

I'm oble to contribute,” he said,
but almost in the some breath Al-
len agreed that he probably won't
run for re-clection in ‘96,

As county elerk and register of
deeds, Allen gets $80,000 a year
and is responsible for keeping
records of birtha, deaths, marriag-
¢s, busincss and professional
registrations, His staff of 120 also
provide clerking service to the

Clerk challenger up against a legacy

JERIY ZOLYNSKY/STAFE PIOTOGIAPHER

He's the clerk: Oakland County Clerk Lynn Allen (at left) explains the new system
whereby legal records for 16 circuit courts are catalogued by using the bar codes that
you normally see in supermarkets.

county's 16 circuit court judges,
the board of commissioners and
other boards, And of course, the
cletk’s office helps to sdminister
about 50 elections in Oakland
County cvery year,

“A Tot of people think it's o dull
job, but it's really not,” Allen
said,

Blom, 67, grew up in llinois,
but has Hved in Michigan for 30
years, most recently in Orchard
Lake. She has a bachelor’s degree
in Spanish from the University of
Illinois.

Blom has been a counselor at

Center in
Pontiac, a program i at

asked her to. "My chances are
slim, there’s no question about
that,” she said. Ergo, “I told the
party I'm not going to spend a lot
of money.”

Blom’s main goal is to make
the clerk job an appointed posi-
tion under the county executive
as opposed to the elected position
it is now, “That's really the thing
I'm mostly interested in,” she
said. “It should be a professional
position, not political, and ahould
be climinated through home rule
and writing a caunty charter.”

Allen opposes this: “No way,”
he said. “Beeause then (the clerk)
is beholden to whoever i

Oakland University and a pro-
gram consultant and trainer at
Cranbrook.

Blom's only prior campaign ex-
perience came in 1986 when she
ran agoinst former state Sen.
Richard Fesaler and lost.

She deeided to run for clerk this
year because the Democratic par-
ty people in Oaklond County

(him or her). You take the old
days of Adolf Hitler. The first
thing he did was eliminate all the
elected officials.”

On Allen, Blom said, “I think
he's just been coasting, and it's a
cushy job.”

Then a few minutes later she
said, *I don’t think (anyone) can
do o really bad job {(as county

Martha Blom

clerk). It's just records, you know.
1t's a great big filing cabinet. It's
just a matter of keeping records
efficiently, I don’t have anything
sgainst Lynn Allen at oll. I just
feel there should be some fresh
blood,"”

OCC near accord)
on faculty pact

Oakland Community College
teachers are expected to ratify a
new labor contract Sunday,

A tentative agreement be-
tween the college and the OCC
Faculty Association was
reached on Sept. 30, satd col-
lege apokesman George Cart.
sonis, The contract language
was approved Saturday and the
union is having a preliminary
meeting tonight.

“It’s been a very civilized

process all the way through,”
Cartsonis said. “It's nice to
have closure finally.”

Should the union approve
the contract Sunday, the OCC
board of trustecs will likely give
its OK ot the Oct. 29 board
meeting, Cartsonis said.

The teachers have been
working without a contract
since Aug. 31

The terms of the contract
have not been released.

OUR NEW

AND ENJ

LEATHERGOODS,

TIMELESS STYLE
A MODERN APPEAL
A FRESH NEW LOOK

IN

THE SOMERSET COLLECTION

THE PERFECT PLACE TO DISCOVER
FINEST ITALIAN CRAFTED SHOES,
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SOME OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS:;

1, CARs wrTH TWO PHONES

3. OUR OWN PINSTRIPE SHIRT WITH WHITE COLLAR AND curs $125,

woor. vest $128 anp storts $98

4, SMALL GOLDIFEIL HANDBAG,

$385

5. PASSENGER SEAT DUMMY
FOR THE CARPOOL LANE

BARNETYS

2. ITAUIAN WOOL PEA COAT $498
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