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Mayor donates his wedding fees to the BASCC -

Birmingham
Mayor Rex A.
Martin docs a ot
more than moke
two people hap-
py when ho offi-
ciates at wedd-
inga, He also
provides more
services for arca
senior citizens,

One of the
privileges that
) goes with the po-
s!llop of mayor is the ability to
officiate at weddings within the
Birmingham city limits.

“All of the mayora of Birming-
ham hove married people and as
far a8 I know have donated the fee
to their favorite charity,” ex-
plained Martin, When Martin
was clected mayor lost November
he decided to set the honorarium
amount for weddings at $100 and
to donate all fees to the Birming-
ham Arca Seniors Coordinating
Council and Center.

I decided it would be a nice
way to raise moncey for BASCC, 1
have served on their board and it
is one of my faverite orgainiza-
tions,” Martin said. In this time
of declining incomes for non-prof-
it organizations, he saw the wedd-
ings as an opportunity to raise
money to help offset possible
losses.

According to Carol Marsh,
BASCC coordinator, the money
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term illness. Although coverage is
availolle for spouses who decide
to place their husband or wife ina
nursing home or a hospital, there
is no way to compensate those
who decide to take care of their
mate at home,

“There is no hielp from our gov-
crnment,” Hopper said. “The
fomily unit's financial distress is
great.”

Still, the group's primory pur-
pose is to simply provide an emo-
tional outlet.

“People can share whatever
swge they are in, because we've
all gone through this,” Hopper
said.

Indeed, there are some things,
Stubenvoll said, that only another
well spouse can understand.

“People hove said, “this is the
anly place I've felt comfortable,’ ™

The Rochester area group meets
7.9 p.m. the fourth Thursday of
the month at the Wright Filippis
Building, 2845 Crooks, between
M-59 and Auburn Road.

Finding a
Dentist
In a new
community
isn't easy...

And mosl newcomers say
thal's ong of their trst ro-

quirgmonts after Ihey mave
. Geting To Know You is
the nowcomo? specialist
who holps now familios
pick the healih prolos-
sionals they need. If you

hnn‘heen added to the general op-
erating fund to provide more
nceded services for seniors, Cou-

“ples give a number of reasons for

using Martin's services, from
wanting a very private, simple
ceremony to vorying reasens for
not going through the clergy.

One couple did not even want
to provide witnesses for the cere-
mony. They were being remarried
after a divoree and wanted to do it
a5 quietly and discreetly as possi-
ble without a lot of fanfare so they
could surprise their children.

“In that case I told them to
came on into the chambers in the
Municipal Building and I would
even provide the witnesses,” Mar-
tin said.

Couples learn of his availability
from the court's office (the pro-

bate judges are not always avail-
able at the time of the proposed
wedding), county clerk’s office,
previous couples or sites of wedd-
ings such as The Community
House.

Martin's home telephone num-
ber is given out by Birmingham's
city clerk to inquiring brides-to-
be. He has available two slightly
different services, one is more
generic and can be modified with
the couple’s own vows or wording.
They can add passages from
scripture or completely rewrite
the service to include their own
personal beliefs,

“I am very flexible, I want to do
what makes their day special.
When | started to perform the cer-
cmonics, I would get caught up
with the emotion of bride and

groom but I have learncd how to
contaln my own emotions to help
them,” Martin said.

Sometimes both bride end
groom will begin to cry during the
ceremony. Martin had one bride
who cried from the moment she
entered the room. He talked to
lier quictly for o fow momenta be-
fere beginning the ccremony to
help her calm down.

“In those instances I always
piuw the ceremony down, and
when giving them the vows to re-
peat, I give them just a few words
at a time so they con manage to
remember them,” he said.

Martin's flexibility extends to
the site of ceremony and how in-
formal or formal the occasion. He
has performetl weddings in cham-
bers at the Municipal Building,

outside the building on the front
steps, at The Community House,
at the Allen House, at the Town-
send Hotel ana at private homes.

Couples wishing to be morried
need to file with the county clerk
for o marriage licenge, biing the
papers to the Birmingham city
cletk and poy a $10 filing fee,
which covers the cost of paper-
work and returning it to the coun-
ty clerk's office. The marringe has
to be performed within the city
limits of Birmingham but the
couple does not have to be resi-
dents, They also need two wit-
nesses at the ceremony.

“] usually wear o suit, but they
can be es informal as they like
and can have as large or small a
wedding party es they want,” he
smd,

‘How does Martin feel when pet-
forming the ceremony?

“It's really touching. A good
feeling. They are so appreciative.
1 often wonder if I'll see them
down the road or if they'll stay in
touch,” he said. o

Martin still has two months to
ga of his term of office as mayor
and looks forward to marrying'a
few more couples in that time. -

*1'd really like to do 4 lot more.
It helps out not only the couple
but also the seniors of Birming-
ham, and I like that a lot;* he con-
cluded. o

Rose Weber is a freclance writer
covering items of interest to and
about seniors, You may call her at
646-6992 or write The Eccentric,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48009.

Dorr't miss the free, community

conferences October 19 and 20.

Now you can live in a full-service
community without paying an entrance
fee or paying for services you don’t need.
At Botsford Commons, you don't have to pay
for meals and health care you don't want.

Botsford Commons, a new adult commu-
nity of privately owned homes and rental
apartments, offers many built-in amenities as
well as an on-site, award-winning Skilled
Health Center to enhance your continued inde-

wanl to help new families in
g;én‘;?%‘éﬁ;:%:;:: X . pendence. At Botsford Commons, you'll live '
¢ life to the fullést in a healthy and active atmo- N
GeTTING TO sphere in a beautiful, wooded setting adjacent
“Know-Jou- to the historic village of Farmington.
&%@33&'&% Come to the FREE informational conferences on October 19 at 1-3 pm and October
NATIONWIDE 20 at 9-11 am and 1-3 pm. Laurel Manor Conference Center, 39000 Schoolcraft
';;;.’3‘,“;;';;;;“ Road, Livonia. Seating is on a first-come, first-serve basis. Special introductory
i e York Stal 800)£32.3400 offer and priority choice of your home or apartment is for a limited time only!
CALL JOAN HERBST TODAY AT (313) 477-1646 FOR YOUR RESERVATION. T
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