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Keep up furnace to cool down fuel bill

By Suk BUcK
Srarr Warren
B uying a new energy-cfficient fur-

nace is not the only way to save
energy and vut heating costs.

Upkeep through annual heating and
cuoling inspections to maintain high-en-
ergy efficiency nlse is reeommended by
nrea heating contractors,

But hewore of telemurketers who claim
they will clean and inspect your furnace
for $19.95, said Fred Angell, service man-
nger far S & M Heating Sules in South-
field,

“It's a come-un,” Angel) said, "There's
no way possible.”

Bath Ange)) and Deb Dockd, o publie
information specialist with Consumers
Puwer, which alsa dos cleaning and in-
spections, quoted estimates at $50 ondd
$49, respectively. Mich Con customers
can get the same for heating only at $28;
after 4 p.m. and Saturday service calls
are uvaitable for $42, suid Bob Sirkle,
field service aperations director.

*Common sense dictates that if you
have o $66,000 truck with $30,000 wurth
of material, you ean't make o servive call
that cheaply,” Angell said.

Disreputnble henting cantractors use
Tow prices to get in the house, then either
chinrge the customer for an exorbitant

af parts or re 1 buying
new furnace entirely, Angeld said.

“J1's Yike un aperation,” he suid, “Al-
ways get a secancd opinion. Call the city
and get o reference.”

Sirkle und Dudd recommend calling
thie Better Business Bureaw. *Be suspi-
cinus of anyone ealling or leaving a Tinqul+
Dl Sirkle said,

Some homeowners elect to instald n
new thenmostat te save energy dollars,

Digital setback thermostats allow the
homeowner to set u different temperature
for merning, afternoon, evening and
night. The settings can be different for n
two-tlny weekend as compared 1o week-
days. Savings can atnount to 10 percent

for vach 10 degrees the heat is set hack,
aceording te the White Radgers therma-
stat muonufacturing company.

For instance, setting the thermostat
back from 70 to 60 degrees for eight hours
every day cnn reduce thie monthly fuel
bill by 10 pereent.

This kind of savings will soon pay for
the thermontat ieielf, which costs about
$200 installud, snid Tom Leckic, vice.
president of Bergstrom's Inc., n Livonin-
based heoting, plumbing and air condi-
tiening supplier.

Two-person working heuscholds can
sove even more by sctting back the tem.
perature for two consecutive eight-hour
periods, with nbout 20 percent savings.

For air conditioning, a set-up of five
degrees — from 75 to 80 degrees — for
cight hours vach day can result ina 12 to
14 percent saving.

A 10-degrer set-up con result ip sav-
ings of 19-22 percent, nccording to
Honeywell, Ine. another thermostat
maker.

These thermostats can be instulled
with new ar existing furpaces.

Sametimes, something simple, like
clust, ean affect o thermastat’s perform-
ance, Angell spid,

With computer-age furnaces that light
hemselves and aut ically enntrol
heat levels for cost efficiency, the only
weak link left in the system is the huinan
who is suppused te clean the filter.
Dirty nir filters are the top cause of far-
nnee complaints today.

The old top problem — “The pilot is
aut and it won't kight” — has been virtu-
ally eliminated by the new electronie ig.
nition systems,

Dirty filters slow down the nir fow und
prevent the house from heating suffi-
ciently, which alsa puts a strain on the
blower motor,

Although the nverage Life of o furnace
is 15 10 20 years. n hlower mutor typically
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On the job: Fred Angell, service manager for S & M Heating Sales
in Southfield, is shown in the company’s sheet metal shop, where

ductwork is made.

Filter watch:
Consultant
Don Ri-
tenour of
Bergstrom's
Inc. in Livo-
nia shows
four types of
furnace
filters: (from
left) electron-
ic, high-effi-
ciency
throwawuay,
paper media
and (in his
hands) wash-
able.

unly lnsts about sevea, said heating and
furnace expert Don Ritenour of
Berpstrom's,

With dirty filters, the motar life can be
considernbly less. *And it usually buens
out on one of the coldest nights of the
winter since that's when yeur furnace has
to work the hardest,” Ritenour said.

In addition, if the house bas central air
conditioning, the evaporator voils in the
furnace can become clogged with dust if
filters nren't kept clean.

Riteneur recommends cleaning or
changing furnnce Alters at leaxt every two
muonths during the heating and eooling
seaxon. Angell recommends that elee-
tronie air cleaners be cleaped onve s
month, especinlly if an asthmatic resides
in the house,

Filters canie in three busic types:

® Thrawawsys — Thuse are the
cheapest to buy, just u dollos or two ench,
depending vn size, but are the most ex-
pensive in the Jong run. Ritenour recom-
mends buying four vr six at a time, so you
cdon’t have to run to the stare for o pew
filter cach time,

o Washables — These cost slightly

more, $5 ta 87, dependding on xize, hut are
more convenient because you don't have
to run to the store for a replacement.
They also climinnte the waste factor of
throwaways,

® Paper media — These cost $30 10
$35 each hut are more efficient at collect-
ing dust than the throwaways and wash-
ables. They fit into u filter frame, which
cost $300 to $350 ta install in the fur-
nace.

@ Blectronic — Although costing $600
ter 360D, these nre o must (or allerg?
sufferers. They use electranieally eharged
wires to collect the fine dust and pollen
from the air ns weld ns comaining wash-
able filters te collect the Inrger dust par-
ticles. In many eases, with o doctor’s pre.
seription, the cost can be deducted on
your income tax.

A non-electronic oir cleaner also is
available for about $275 installed. These
dun't require frequent washings like the
olectronic nif cleaner. To maintain, you
just install a new 32 cartridge filter un-
nually, Angell soid.

*Tuo many companies have lost the
iden of what service is," Angell said.
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giving the guts of your house a {alt face-lift.

cets nre a high priority for many folks before O1' Man Winter blows in.
Fall is nn excellent time to get your house ready to do battle with tho winds, raing
and snows of winter. Routine maintenance now can mean o saving on energy costs

This ensy-to-read home improvement guide serves up a variety of idcas and tips for

O&E assistont managing editor Bob Skiar, with assistance from stoff writer Sue
Buck, aversaw this special supplement, appearing today in oll 12 editions of the Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers, O&E creative services supervisor Glenny Merillat de-
signed the cover. OZE sales representatives David Baker and Heather Paddison-Muir
coordinated advertising. Copley News Service provided the stories from writers whosc
bylines carry the special writer designation. Direct queries to Bob Sklar: 953-2113.
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