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FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT

Thursday, October 8, 1982

Play it s 1H)

BY MIKE DALE
SreciaL WHITER

he notion of building sometliing
T yaurself is lrightening to most
people, until it's demystificd.

Homeownera once reluctant to install o
garnge door opener are remodeling entire
homes, ronm by roam. Warchouses,
lumberyards and tool renial companies
are feeding the du-it-youraclf hame re«
modeling trend with plenty of good ad-
vice,

Many national homne center chains,
such os Home Depot and Builders
Square, offer clusses for custemers an the
installation of ceiling tie and linoleum,
haw to patch holes in walls, repair a drip-
ping fuucct, build a deck or landscape a
lot, Do-it-yourselfers also can get assiste
ance in an ample supply of bovoks, maga-
zines and instructional videos found in
local stores,

Computer-aided design programs are
being adapted by some home centers to
help consumers plun a new kitchen or
deck. They also work with local contrac-
tors in marketing and installing fencing,
duora, vinyl siding, replacement win-
dows, screen enclosures, roofing, storage
systems and home security operations,

But home improvement experts advise
thot the novice remodeler shouldn't tack-
le major structural renavations — room
additions, new exterior siding or a kitch-
en makeover — without first consultinga
professional.

‘The time is right for remaodeling, ac-
cording te the Nationn! Association of
Home Builders, 1t's forecasting growth in
home values to be 5 percent to 8 pereent
annually for the rest of the decade,

Some home improvements are finan.
clally smart, say analysta, becanse they
bring a near-full return on initial invest-
ment.

An example: Owners who rink $20,000
into major kitchen repairs (new appli-
ances, floor, cabi i 1

the square footage you need, but it's in
the wrong pluce. But before getting too
excited abaut expansion, check local
building codes und and ordinances. Ad-
ditions may be limited by setback re-
qui height limitations or zoning.

And don't forget Lo incrense the limits
on your homeowner's insurance, which
will mean higher premiums, once the re.
navation is complete.

Beyond simple home maintenance
proj there are many home-improve-

any
space) recaup 98 percent of their in-
veamtent in five to 10 years. Minor kitch-

ment projecia easily managed by home-
owners who are handy. Three of the most
Yar dn-it-yourself projects aze point-

en repairs should give 100 retum
when the house sells.
Major bathroom makecovers return 9.
t of money i 4, and replaci

rooms, inrulatlon and fireplaces all give o
60 percent return on your eriginal outloy.
There are o number of ways Lo finance
a remodel. Not all sources are right for
every project, so choosce carefully. You
might think abeut:

® Refinancing your first mortgage.

® Getting a fixed-term second mort.
gage.

# Securing a home improvement loan,
qualifying for home-equity lines of credit.

# Getting an unsecured personal loan,

® Using personal savings.

& Borrowing against inaurance and
pension funds, like a 401K plan.

Makeovers within the four walls of
your home ore oppropriate when your ob-
Jective is not more apace, but better
apace.

In lerger homes, for example, it's often
possible to combine a series of small
rooms to create larger, lighter spaces that
atre better-suited to modern living.

Adding on is preferable when you have

ing, maintaining garage doors and in-
stalling redwood decks.

in the car-culture 1990s, garage doors
continue to dominate the facade of many
homes, 8o it'r important that they are
maintained. Wood doors require regular
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seraping and refinishing, Steel, alumi-
num and vinyl doors are low-mainte.
nance alternatives that are easy to install
with ready-made kits.

Acding a redwood deck is right behind
kitchens and bathrooms ak a remodel fa-
vorite,

Some tips from the Californin Red-
wood Assoctation: plan u deck that re-
flects thie style of your house; mix and
match deck stains to complement the
colors of your house; design your deck for
entertaining by incorporating built-in
henches; anticipate cooking and dining
with a built-in grill or o cabinet/sesvice
counter, and note the erientation of your
deck to the sun (some familics enjoy
shade; others prefer sunshine).

The secret to successful painting is
preparation; painting is the casy part. Be

-
Equip toolbox with essentials

By MiKE: Dave:

SPECIAL WHITER .

Having proper tools makes home im-
provement projecta go smoather. Needed
tools vary from task to task, but every
handyman must have the basies:

@ Aladder.

® A putty knife.

® A circular saw for cutting serosa the
grain of wood, a hack saw for cutting met-
als and a keyhole saw to cut circular
openings.

® An elcctric drill.

@ A bock plane Lo shave wood {it's
handy for trimming door edges).

® A hammer, vice grip pliers, a eatchet
wrench and a set of open-ended
wrenches.

® An assortment of screwdrivers, both
hond and power driven.

® Safety goggles and a dust mask,

Many other toals can be baught for cer-
tain joba. Home repair manuals and your
home improvement store may recom-
mend buying specific toos for such praj-
ccts, Heed their advice.

Perhopa some of the pricier tools could
bie borrowed from a (riend or acquain-
tance rather than purchosed outright.

Remodeling roulette: An organized workshop makes it easy for do-it-yourselfers to stay on top of home
maintenance projects.

sure to remove old fininhes befere adding
new coats of paint. Chemical strippers
soften and dissolve old finishes. Heat
guns make old paint blister and bubble,
Pawer aanders seratch away tough sur-
faces.

Exteriors should be painted in three
colors: a banic field color for siding or
brick, a trim color for borders or win-
dows, and an accent color for shutters,
Interiors are best left to softer shades.
Bare walls, ceilings, floors and furniture
are good candidates for more crentive,
stencil technigues.

Other popular at-home tasks include
waterproofing conerete walkways, install-
ing a fireplace mantel and water-soving
toilets, repairing leaky pipes, and replac-
ing old-fashioned two-alot alectrical
outlets with the grounded, three-slot re-
ceptacles now required for many appli-
ances,

Large-scale structural renovations —
such as room additions may require hir-
ing a cantractor.

Hiring someone in the ficld can bein-
timidating. But these tips should make
the process smoother:

® Check all of a contractor's reference
es,

® Verify that the contractor is li-
censed. Ask him if he has liability insur-
ance,

@ Take note of the contractor’s per-
sonnlity. If he has a shop, visit it.
@ Check the Better Busineas Business

office for complnints filed against

him.

® Bewnre of hiring the lowest bidder.
And get everything, even estimntes, in
writing.



