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ter chill sets in, many homeawners turn

choose between natural woord-burning or
\

e Bren)

to suppl o) heating appli to
prevent high heating bills.

More compact and efficient than ever,
space heaters con work wonders in a
chilly room. And wood stoves lend a

& g firey anct can boost
your fireplace’s energy output and effi-
ciency by adding an insert.

If you're lucky enough to already own o
fireplace, take pains to have your chim-

homey touch as they provide fi g
beat.

Pellet-fired applinaces, meanwhile, are
the new, environment-friendly kids an
the hlock.

These appliances often eexemble ¢rali-
tional waosd-burners, but preduce less of
the b il ingi jated with
such stoves. Another earth-friendly fea-
tute: They burn pellets made of com-
pressed snwdust, wood scraps, recycled
cardbooed and ogricultural byproducts.

One of these applionces may fit well
inta your heating picture. If so, remember
to fotlew manufucturer's instructions to
the letter for installution, operation and

i il sl con
be dangerous — even deadly — if used
incorrectly.

® Warm up to fireploces — They can
crente an atmesphere that's either homey
or romantic. They can warm both hands
and heart. They can greatly hoost a
home's value, And, they can give n room
a much-needed facal point

"Thus, it's no wonder homeowners hold
fireplaces near and dear — even in these
high-tech times.

And, in returs, fireplaces just keep get-
ting better, You now, for example, can

ney checked by a qualified chimney
sweep before and after the beating sea.
son.

If you don't, consult your contractor
about the pessibility and cost of adding a
fireplace. Or consider one of the free-
standing faux models that offer psycho-
logical warmth to a room without major
renovation.

# Important Insulation — You throw
an extra quilt on the bed during winter.
Why nat do the same for your home?

Many heating experts sy the addition
of insulation — oftentimes in the attic —
is n goodd way to lower heating costs.

You can't judge insulation en appenr-
snce alone, Rather, insulation efficiency
is measured in terms of its resistance to
heat flow, which is expressed ns an R-
vatue. The higher the R-value, the more
defective the insulation.

Before you start piling on the padding,
find out how much insulation is already
in your home and the type of insulntion
you'll need 10 improve the situation.
Look to your brating contractor ar utility
company for facts and figures related to
your aren.

® Experience o sethack — IU's a con.
stant bottle, Someone turns the heat up,

then xomeone else turns it down, There's
no method to the madness and you sus.
pect there's a wrice to poy for all the rises
and falls in infioor temperature.

A sethack thermastat may be uble to
take nway the hendnche.

Thene smart little devices ean be pro-
grammed for maximum efficiency; they'll
witch to a lower setting at night and dur-
ing times of the doy when no one is home,
then back up during the height of family
activity.

You rarely nevd to foud with the con-
trols unless you want ta override the pro-
geam when the daily schedule differs dra-
matically from the norm.

® Encrgy cfficiency outside — Who
suys energy efficiency begins and ends in-
side? The snme kind of thinking should
be applied to the great outdoors.

Smart lnndscaping, for instance, can
really moke a difference in ieat Toss ond
gain.

Practical ideas range from using deci-
duous trees ax living sunseecens that
shade in the summer, then shed their
Jeaves when cool weather rolls around so
that the winter sun can shine right in,, to
planting shrubs and hedges in stategic
spots to block the chilly winter wind.

Professionul landscupers, do-it-your-
self books and home gardening centers
can offer additional siggestions.

Another iden: Maintenance-free siding
with insulation underncath also oy
help trim your energy bill.

Heeause o layer of insulation on the ex-
terior surface of the wall is more elfective
than inside of the wall, say experts, the
house stays cooler in the summer,
warmer in the winter,

@ Recrvit the sun — Many homeown-
ors longing to slagh their fuel bills and
their dependency on gas, oil and electrici-
ty are fuminy to solar power,

There now are hundreds of ways te em-
ploy both active and passive systems.
Warm a pool, charge an outdoor night
light ur heat and cool an ¢ntire bome
through solar panels, heat collectors, in-
sulating shutters and heat pumps.

Some sular projects can he tackled by
avid do-it-yourselfcrs, Others require the
skills of n contractor or solar-power pro-
fessional.

@ Find on energy-efficient builder —
1f you're thinking of building a house,
why not employ the services of sameone
wha feels as steongly as you do about o
lower energy bill?

Many hame builders now spcialize in
constructing abodes with energy-efficien-
ey huilt right in; the sovings begin the
day you move in,

If you're considering such o builder,
take a tour of u mutlel lome, o3k about
encrgy-smart features and get an esti-
mate of the apvings you can expect.

Yuu also might talk ta semeone who
has lived in such a home, He or she can
offer firsthand information ubout comfost
vx. o lower beating bill.
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L DIRECT WITH INSTALLER

PAVEWAY, INC.
« Custom Masonry * Patios * Porches
« Driveways * Pool Decks « Retaining Walls

“The perfect way lo pave”’
FREE ESTIMATES
BEE  458-5299 458-4067
32225 Schoolcraft, Livonia
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Interlocking
Paving Stones

We Guarantee Our Wark

Commercial * Residential

FUN IN THE

SUN SALE!

SUN & FUN
PACKAGES
44809 CASS AVENUE
UTICA, MI 48087
{313) 254-4466
“A Sunroom for
every budget,”™

@0 FOUR SEASONS
SUNROOMS

BOLAMUME | WINDOWS ' DOORS + BXYLIGHTS

Outdoor Living...Indoors™
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