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“Glengarry Glen Ross:” Cynical, uncompromising drama
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TICKETS
PLEASE

most movie-
and morality, have this schmo
E:el"’ w“t’)lnla]dc‘:ﬂ:k convinced that Roma is the most
JOUN why all th“ﬁ profound guy on the planet. Give
MONAGHAN him an hour and Roma will have

————— ctitics are drool-
, ing over such a depressing, foul-

" mouthed film.

“*Glengarry
Glen Ross”" has a
Iyrical-sounding
title and beauti-

means a_ preity
picture. In fact,

Al Pacino's career-topping per-
~ formance s just one of the plea-
sures of the year's most cynical

in_un urben Chlcago
office, a6 an exercise

and uncompromising picture. Pa-
cino plays Ricky Roma, top seller

cording to Mitch and Murray, the
ubiquitous but never-seen down-
town bossca, the month’s top
sellcr will be awarded a Cadillac.

real estate
in amooth,

ful wide-screen slcuzy and subtle sal
cinematography, He can it across the bar from o
but s by no ... Yittle man (here Jonathan

Pryce) and in a few

ted linc.

The office_motto is
closing* (ABC), and

douhlu-wlk about women, booze

another sucker signing on the dot-

and his three colleagues, it be-
comes a do-or-dic situation. Ac-

p will receive a et of
xlcuk knives. The other two will
get their walking papers.

Shelley Levene, “the machine”
as he’s known around the office,
is en older Willy Loman-style
salesman played by Jock Lem-
mon. He no longer receives the
premium “leads,” or buyer pros-
pects, from the head office and
must rely solely on his antique
brand of ingratiating, best-buddy
hard sell.

Alan Arkin and Ed Harris
.rouml out the salcs staff. Harris is

minutes of

“always be
for Roma

especlally effective es a bundle of
nerves who can't utter a sentence
to anyone without spewing hostil-
ity and profanity. You think his
head is literally golng to explode.

“Glengorry" is possibly the best
stage work to date from David
Mamet, the playwright and some-
times film director (“House of
Games,” “Homicide™). He creates
an existential atmosphere where
worth is bosed solely on the abili-
ty to produce. Without numbers
on the big board and without the
leads to generate those numbers,
you are nothing.

When an abusive represcnta-
tive from the head office (Alec
Boldwin in a memorable cameo)

With

"Glnngurry‘
hands the director's reins over to
James Foloy, whose peevious film
was the noirish “After Dark, My
Sweet.” The cholce was a wise
one, Foley has added candy-col-
ored neon lighting to aéme scenes,
a deep dark brown to others, Ho
also shoots in wide screon, per-
haps to offsct the overall claustro-
phebia of the film, which takes

tells the men wcmmr uhnpo upor
ship out {though rot’ ‘necessarily
in those wards), we don’t even
know his name-or title..He intro-
duces himeelf solely by the
amount of money he made lnst
year, the car he drives and the
watch ho wears, ,

" Mamet

place primarily in the office ond
at the Chinese restaurant across
tha strect.

The film and play work best
when focusing sharply on the
ugliness and major flaws of its
characters. So the acenes where
Lemmon's Levene calls his
daughter ot the hospital add an
unsettling touch of sappincss. In-
tentionelly s0?

Almoat all of Mamet’s work has
a way of making you question dia-
logue and motivation, A conversa-
tion will go 'round and ‘round un-
til you are back where you started,
tired and beaten a bit, and vul.
nerable — just where a guy like
Roma (or a playwright like
Mamet) wants you to be.
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