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Running for judge

Parker faces McDonald

First of two parts

By

snﬁ"ﬁﬁfgma
When Marla

Porker decided

she took the
challenge literal-

Y.

With the No-
vember  general
clection  just

Election
P
JZ wecks away, the
judicial candl-

date for Farmington’s 47th Dis-
trict court is trying to cover os
much ground as she can by denn-
ing tennis shoes and running
from house to house in a quest to
win votes.

With the help of volunteers,
Parker can be found knocking on
doors ir the Farmington commu-
nity seven days a week. “I'm hav-
ing o great time,” ghe said. “Peo-
ple are friendly and they seem to
know who | am. They're asking
really good questions.”

,

‘Stepping up campaign: Par-

‘ker literally runs between
‘houses in a Farmington
‘Hills subdivision Thursday
:afternoon.

: Wearlng the robe:

Parher, a magis-

“trate, heads back
to work in the 47th
District Court in
Farmington.

Judicial race o

to run for office, "

Attorneys like Tamara Gorosh
and John Obeo and other friends
including Marilyn Smart can be
found stumping for Parker on var-
ious neighborhood blocks. “Mar-
la’s really doing a good job —
ahe's really out there meeting peo-
ple,” sajd Gorosh who wes help-
ing Parker one evening last week
along Chesterbrook in Farming-
ton Hills.

Parker, 37, appears to be run-
ning as heated a campnign as she
did in the primary against six
other candidates when she came
in second pluce, enming a chance
to run in the November general
election against fellow Farming-
ton Hills attorncy John “Jack”
McDonald, who was the top vote-
getter In August. To earn thot
spot, she spent more then $60,000
and will likely dole out top dollar
in the upcoming clection, though
Parker hos offered no specific
spending figures.

Parker told the Observer last
February she would not mun
against McDonuold — an associate
with whom she formerly shared

office space — but later changed . |

her mind, She formed her election |

committes in late August and |

filed for office in May.

With the campaign, the average
day runs from sun-up to sun-
down, but she said she has little
time to think about all the hours.
“Sometimes you're tired at the
end of the day,” she said, “But I
know the way to win is to work
hard — and I'm working hard.”

Parker is a sole practitioner in
Farmington Hills, where her gen-
era) practice focuses mainly on
fomily law and criminal work. She
also is one of three magistrates
serving in the 47th District Court,
where she hears routine traffic
and misdemeanor cases, approves
warrants and arraigns on many
criminal motters. The three mag-
{strates rotate duties 80 one is on
call during all non-coust hours to
handle emergencies. She was ap-
pointed to the court post in 1989,

During a regular day on the
bench Inst weck, Parker handled a
full docket of traffic offenses, ar-
nlxigncd a young weman on felony

> il

Lacing them on: After a day
in court, Parker puts on
special footwear for the
campaign.

lifting charges and heard tes-

timony from about a dozen wit-
nesses in the case of a young boy
whe had been hit by a driver in a
Farmington traffic accident,

Parker usually calls people to
the bench for quiet testimony in
the magistrate's hearing room. “I
find that people are nervous —
mony of them are in court for the
firat time,” he said. “I purposely
hold hearings right at the bench
in a conversntional tone. The peo-
ple are more comfortable and
things go much more smoothly.”

Married with one child, Parker
gaid the dey-after-dny campaign-
ing couldn’t be done without the
support of her family. Their fami-
Jy worked hard when her husbend
started his own business a couple
of years ago, and they are working
hard on this, ahe said. “We sacri-
ficed everything to get him going.
He said ‘you did it for me — now
it's my turn”. "

She believes her 12 years of ex-
perience practicing law, her three
years serving as magistrate and

The 47th District Court encompasses the cities of
-Farmington and Farmington Hills and is lacated in

‘Farmington on 10 Mile Road.

Several candidate forums have been scheduled by

“local groups to focus on the race:

B A forum sponsored by the Farm-
Ington Observer has been schad-

uled for 7 p.m. Monday, Oct.
the Southwestern Oakland Cable

19, at

Hearing

her out:

candidate for a judgeship in the 47th District Court.

her overall experience dealing
with peoplo makes her the best

pergon for

year term on the local bench, Her
gervice, specifically in the 47th
District Court, offers a "unique
position to nsseas and cvaluate
how the court works and where it
doesn’t work,” she said.

“I frankly think I have the tem-
perament for the job. And, of
course, I feel that I have the legal
knowledge.”

Parker has lived in the 47th
District for six years and current-
ly resides on the north side of
Farmington Hills. She holds an
u'ndergmdun(u degree from the

the non-partisan, six-

STAFF PUOTOS BY JOKN STONMZAND

Diane Masters (left) and her sons Eric and Kevin listen to Parker,

dent of the board, and the Onk-
land County Bar Association of
which she is also a board member,
Locally, she is a member of the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce, the Op-
timist Club of Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills and recently scrved
on the board of her subdivision

“] think my experience on the Uni ty of Mich an: 's group in
bench has prepared me for the carned her law degree from  Hills. She also served on the pub-
judgeship,” Parker said early in Wayne State University. lic safety task force for the Farm-

her campaign., “I've experienced
that. It’s a different way of look-
ing at cases — your job is to make
the system work.

Much of her community activi-
ty has been through legal groups
including Oakland/Livingston
Legal Aid, for which she is presi-

ington Hills Year 2000 project.

Next: A look ot the other 47th
District Court candidate, John
“Jack” McDonald.

PURE WOOL
GABARDINE MAKES

GOOD BUSINESS

The menswear look,
softened by the fabulous
fabric that holds its shape
and color, shakes
off wrinkles of work
or travel, and looks
great always. Your wardrobe N
depends on it. Navy or
olive pantsuit with

double-breasted, peak

SENSE H

tape! jacker.

W A forum is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 13, by Sizes 4 to 14, $260. .

the League of Women Voters-Oakland Area. The
half-hour show will be cablecast live on Channel 12
beginning at 7:30 p.m. with viewers able to call in
-questions at 473-7266. The show alse will be taped
ond re-cablecast before the election. A half-hour
segment on the state House race will air the same
night st 7p.m. R
- ® A sccand forum, sponsored by the Farmington
has been acheduled for 7 p.m. Monday,
© Oct. 19, at the Southwestern Oakland Cable Com-
mission, 24021 Rescarch Dr., Farmington Hills.
: The half-hour program will not be shown live, but
* will be taped for future cablecast an Channel 12,
. WA third forum is slated to be held at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday evening, Oct. 20, by the Council of Home-
:owners of Farmington Hills at Farmington Hilla
-City Hall. No further details about this program
-were available.
. MecDonald is lcaning on his 22 yeara of experience
‘a8 o trial attorney in the race. “My experience,
+backg record of ity service and en-
"dorscments make mo the most qualified candi-
 date,” he snid, adding that he holds both prosecuto-
“rial and defense expericnce. He also notes that he
“received the highest rating from Civic Searchlight, a
committeo of the Oakland County Bar Association.
*~"McDonald, 66, scrved as an Oakland County
Commlssioner for 14 ycars, was an assistant Oak-
‘land County Prosecutor and chaired the local Year
+2000 project in Farmington Hills. He has been in
“private practice in Farmington Hilla for 19 years,
" Parker, 37, has been in practice for 12 ycars and
“is currently ono of threo mogiatrates in tho 47th

- Observer,

Commlission, 24021 Research Dr.,
Farmington Hilis.

District Court — something she believes is a
strength. “An attorney must serve as advocate for a
clicnt, taking a side to the exclusion of all other
points of view,” she said. “A magistrate — as o
judge — muat draw on skills heyopfl ndvocnq:. rap-

idly ani '
the facts and applying the law without prejudice or
favor.”

She said working directly in the court is also 8
plus, allowing her to ba involved with the court's
operation and its staff.

Both candidates propose ways to reduce the
coust’s docket.

MecDonald said a judge should be more involved
with attorneys at pre-trinl conferences so cases can
e effectively settled, He also proposes a firm policy
on adj and better scheduling so the back-
log of cases does not grow, McDonald also suggests
cvening sessions to handle small claims, clvil in-
fraction hearings end landlord-tenont cascs.

Parker proposes a possible weekend court, with
flextime for staff. She also sccks nlternative dispute
resolution, including uaing an outside service which
cs;n handlo disputes between neighbors, for cxam-
ple.

The court is the third largest in Gakland County.
In 1991, the 47th District Court handled 38,300 cas-
8, up from 22,399 handled in 1983,
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