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Plea bargain

BY PAT MURPHY
GTAFF WHITER

Oakland's
much  bally-
A hooed no-plen-
bargaining ap-
proach to crime
fighting is too
rigid and results
in clogging the
courts with mi-
nor cases, ac-
cording to the
Democratic challenger for Oak-
Jand County prosccutor who vows
to be more flexible. _

Pcople charged with serious
felonies longuish in jail while the
incumbent prosccutor clogs the
courts pursuing defendants on
charges like car theft and other
nonvielent crimes, claims Steven
Kaplan, who has been an nssist-
ant prosccutor in Macomb Coun-
ty since 1986,

“It's a waste of court
sources.”

No s0, caunters incumbent Re-
publican Richard Thompson who,
along with Koplan, was praised
by Kaplan's boss, Macomh Coun-
ty Prosecutor Cartl J, Marlinga.

“Oakland voters gave me a
mandate to continue the tough
no-plea-bargaining policy,” he
said, becausc they realize it deters
crime.

*“We have a 95 percent convie-
tion rate,” said Thompson, who
was elected prosecutor in 1988, af-
ter nearly 15 years as chief assist-
ant to hia mentor, L. Brooks
Patterson. “My office hins a record
of unparalled success, not prom-
ises.”

Kaplan, 39, and Thompson, 55,
are competing in the Nov, 3 gener-
al election for a position that hos
been dominated by Republicans
for almost two decades, Thomp-
son is o low graduate of Wayne
State University; Kaplan, of the
Detroit College of Law.

The two heatedly disagreed and
challenged cach other’s claims
Thursday in an interview at the
Qbscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, one of their fow joint appar-
ances of the campaign.
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On plea bargaining

Kaplan claims fundomental
changes arc needed in the pro-
secutor's office, cspecially in the
arca of plea bargaining.

The member and former presi-
dent of the Southfield Board of

ing stands ignite pros

-
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On the attack: Both Steve Kaplan (left) and incumbent Richard Thompson display their pr tori 1
they stump for the position of Oakland County prosecytor. i P prosecutorial shills as

Education said despite being
more flexible on plea bargaining,
he would actually be tougher on
major crime,

“T would never plea bargain on
a rape or other violent crime,”
said Kaplan. *But my opponent
would,” despite his claims of
being tough on crime.

Thompson visibly bristled at
the suggestion. His standing no-
plea-bargaining policy does allow
for departures, he said, but only
“in rarc and compelling circum-
stances.”

His office might allow a re-
duced charge in o rape case,
‘Thompson said, if the victim were
unable to testify, and plea bar-
gaining was the only way to go of-
ter the perpetrator.

“But that's rare,” said Thomp-
son, and like reluctantly makinga
poct with the devil. “We send
people to jail, most of time on
pleas to the original charge.”

It’s a sign of his toughness, the
prosecutor said, that some de-
fense lawyers - ond an occasion-
al judge — criticize his rigid no-
plea-bargaining policy.

On paroles
The two candidates have differ-

ent views on the role the prosecu-
tor's office should take in the
parole process — particularily
with violent felons like scrial
killer Leslie Allen Willioms.

Koplan insists the prosccutor
should monitor parole hearings
and, if necessary, interveno to
prevent the premature release of
violence-prone felons.

Thompson said that would be
extremely difficult with the num-
ber of parolees released each year.
Instead, last July his office ob-
tained a consent judgement re-
quiring the parole board to notify
the victims of a crime before the
person convicted of committing it
is reteased.

“It was too late for Leslie Allen
Williams,” said Thompson said.
“But it does require the parole
board to notify somchody before
relensing convicted felons.”

More recently, last month to be
specific, Thompson filed suit
against the Michigan Department
of Corrections after a child males-
ter, Harold Clayton Anderson,
was released from Jackson Prison
as a result of the liberat applica-
tion of so-called good time — the
policy of reducing sentences as a
reward for good behavior,

Besides putting And back

in prison, that suit resulted in an
injunction that blocked the early
relense of 5,000 prisoners,
‘Thompson said.

So, the incumbent prosecutar
said, his office has taken action
againat premature paroles, as Ka-
plan advocates. But in Macomb
County — where Kaplan works,
but does not have policy setting

ibilities — the

Kevorkian, of course, is the
Royal Oak pathologist who made
international news on assisted
suicide by advising five women on
taking their own lives. Thompson,
who occasionally attends the
same Armenian church as Kevor-
kian, pressed three first-degree
murder charges against the physi-
cian.

All were d d by judges

does not, Thompson said.
“My office delivers,” said

Thompson, who is a member of

Gov. John Engler's advisory com-
mitteec on criminal justice. “We
don't promise.”

On assisted suicide

When it comes to assisted sui-
cide — and the handling of physi-
cian Jack Kevorkian, the so-
called “Dr. Death” — Kaplen and
Thompson are worlds apart.

Kaplan eaid Michigan should
permit assisted suicide once the
Legislature cstablishes guide-
lines.

Thompson has repeatedly
asked the Legislature to address
the issue of assisted suicide. But
he wants them to make assisted
suiclde illegal, a felony with ap-

who said Michigan has no law
ageinst assisted suicide.

“I would never have prosecuted
Kevorkian in the first place,” said
Kaplan. “Prosecuting him was 2
waste of resources and an abuse
of power."

Thompson said he firmly be-
fieved murder charges should be
brought against Kevorkian. Fur-
thermore, he had no cholce. “My
duty as prosccutor is to enforce all
the laws. And cxisting Michigan
law prohibited assisted auicide.”

Thompson said his position on
assisted suicide — and the prose-
cution of Kevorkinn — was simi-
lar to that embraced by Kaplan's
hosa, Macomb County Prosecutor
Carl Marlinga.

Kaplan disagreed, and Invited
the O&E to check with Marlinga.

ecutor’s race

Contacted Friday morning,
Morlinga said if Kevorkian hod
assisted the women in commit-
ting suleide in Macomb County,
“My approach would have been
very close to Dick Thompson's, -

“‘As long as thero was any ques-
tion about Kevorkian croesing the
line — actively helping the wom-
en die, rather than merely advis.
ing them — Kovorkian should
have been prosecuted for mur-
der,” Marlinga said.

The Mocomb County prosecu-
tor spoke highly of Kaplan, call-
ing him a dedicated asslatant and
a skilled lowyer. “He's a war.
kaholle who haa earned the praise
and reapect of everyone he works
with.”

Marlinga sald he did not en-
coursge — or discourage — Ka-
plan in his bid to be Oakland's
next prosecutor. “It's something
he (Kaplan) is doing outsido the
office. If he is elected, it will be
Macomb's loss and Oakland's

gain. -
“But Ilike Dick Thompson.”

Areas of agreement
Two nreas of agreement did em-

erge.

Both are in favor of citizens'
grand juries to investigate um-
solved murders and narcotics
trafficking, such as the threo
Thompson convened during hie
term. And both favor capital pun-
ishment.

Those grand juries — the first
in the county in more than 17
years — were approved by Ouak-
land circuit court judges under
the direction of Thompson.

Indictments from those grand
juries led to convictions in at
lenst five murders and the de-
struction of the infamous Kalasho
drug ring.

Kaplan said he approves of citi-
zen grand juries as a prosccutor’s
tool because they can compel re-
luctant witnessea to give teatimo-
ny they might not offer voluntari-

ly.

*Grand juries can be very help-
ful,” Keplan soid. “It's a wonder-
ful tool and more prosecutors
should use it."

Kaplan favors the death penal-
ty for first degree mueder “not be-
cause it deters crime, but because
it is the eppropriate punish-
ment.” Thompson would employ
the death penalty for first degree
murder “'with sggravating circum-
stances” but believes it does deter
crime.
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¢ $The personnel at Franklin
Bank all know me...and they
keep track of my accounts.

At my former bank I felt like
just another person in line. ? ?

shouldn’t your bank know yours. It's a small
thing, we know. But at Franklin Bank we
make a point to do just that.

Of course, there's more behind our friendly
approach to banking than you'd think.

DONALD A. VAN SUILICHEM
Attorney at Law

Van Suillchem & Brown, PC.
526 North Woodward, Ste. 1000
Bloomficld Hills, MI 48304

There's the personalized relntionship that
grows as we learn all about your small
buslness needs. We offer other important
services too, many that save you money, Like
the lowest fees for commercial checking in
Metropolitan Detroit.

We know that small businesses and practices
deserve ns much attention as the big guys
So call or come in. Let us show you what
personalized banking really means.

Eraﬁklin
Bank

) 358-5170
FDIC INSURED
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