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Although 2.6 million visitors
poured into the city last year —
many of them through the two
into Jacl ille
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in the mid- to upper 60s, There is
a sense of the real Florida here
too, devoid of theme parks and
traffic jams. The area is rife with
state parks, nature trails, pine

dozen i
from Interstate 95 — the city has
never hud the cachet of the tourist
meceas farther south.

About 25 miles south of the
Georgia border, Jucksonville is
350 miles north of Miami and
does not have that arca’s tropical
climate; it felt none of the fury of
Hurricane Andrew.

In winter the temperatures can
be a little nippy for snowbirds,
even if the chill Jasts only a few
weeks and certainly isn’t cold by
northern standards,

The flip side to having motor-
ists barrel right by you is that
sunning and bicycling can be en-
joyed year-round on the area’s
wide, clean and uncrowded beach-
es and, though summer is the
high scason, there is usually
ocean bathing through October.

Fall and winter can be good for
golf. Average lows in the winter
months are 42 degrees, with highs

and, inlly, water.

The St. Johns River, at 275
miles the longest river wholly in
Floride, bisects the city, and there
are numerous other rivers, creeks
and streams as well as, of course,
the ocean and the Intracoastal
Waterway.

Jacksonville and St. Augustine,
ahout 30 miles south, are often re-
ferred to as the First Const. First
because this arca is often a motor-
ist’s introduction to Florida, But
there is also its history.

Jacksonville, named in 1822 for
Gen. Andrew Jackson, was first
inhabited by the Timuqua Indi-
ans wha lived along its water-
ways. In 1564 the Hugucnots
built Fort Caroline, the first Prot-
estant colony in the United States
here. The French soon loat that
foothold in America, however, to
the Spanish, who destroyed the

fort.
In 1565 the Spanish built the

colony of St. Augustine, which be-
came America's first permonent
European scttlement, now usual-
ly called America's oldest city,

Jacksonville, known here as
Jax, is spread over 834 square.
miles and is the nation's third
largest city in area after Juno and
Anchorage, Alasko.

Called by some Florida's busi-
ness center for its many insurance
and banking offices and head-
quarters, the city’s population
grew by almost 25 percent over
the last decade, thanks to busi-
ness expansion and the many new
companies moving into the arca.

‘The city also has several well-
regarded hospitals and medical
centers, including one of only two
branches of the Mayo Clinic out-
side Rochester, Minn.

Three military installations, in-
cluding the Mayport Naval Sta-
tion, home of the aircraft carrier
Saratoga, round out a diverse
economy, and a varicty of attrac-
tions that include a jazz festival,

Sights
The Jacksonville Landing of-

fers retail shops, sit-down restau-
rants, o food court and several
pusheart vendors. There's often
live music in the evening and at
lunch hour.

On the west side of the city,
along o portion of St. Johns Ave-
nue, The Shops of Avondale offers
abaut 60 specialty stores and res-
taurants in restored buildings.

There is an ahundance of high-
entl antique and gift shops here,
the latter featuring an interesting
array of furnishings for warm.
weather climates, While there,
old-house buffs-can admire the
many handsome homes of this
historic district, most of which
date from the carly days of the
century.

On the south bank of the St,
Johns, across from Jacksonville
Landing, is the Riverwalk, a 1.1-
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Enjoy Jacksonville’s
uncrowded beaches
year-round

Museum Circle, (304) 398-7827,
are at the western border of the
Riverwalk. Admission is $5 for
adults, $3 for senior citizens and
children from 4 to 12 years of age.
‘That covers entrance to both the
muscum and planetarium, Hours
are Monday through Friday, 10
a.m, to 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to
6 pm., and Sunday 1 to 6 p.m.
Th is scheduled to be

In the zoo: -
The 61-acre.
Jacksonvills.
Zoologicials i,
Park in it
Jacksonuville,.,
Fla,, is home *
to more than
700 animals
and birdy,
including
Chilean and
American
flamingos.”’
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mals are rare scimitars and one af
the few families of marabou N
storks raising offapring in captivs
ity in this country, Admission: $4
for adults; $2.50 for children 12 &
and under; $3 for senior citizens |
65 and older. 3
The beach communities of At-r
lantic Beach (somewhat arty), +
Neptune Beach (residential) and.

o is
closed until Sept, 25 for annual
repairs.

Sixty-seat water taxis running
every 20 minutes offer visitors a
Dreczy ride from the Landing to
one of three stops along the River-
walk. Round trip: $3.

About 10 miles north of the
dawntown area the 61-acre Jack-
sonville Zoological Park — 8605
Zao Road, (904) 757-4466, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. daily — features rides

mile t dwalk offering

cent views of the city’s skyline.
Behind the boardwalk are office
buildings, restaurants and a few
shops. The Muscum of Science
and History, 1025 Museum Cir-
cle, (904) 396-7062, and the Alex-
ander Brest Planetarium, 1025

ona train around the
grounds, a boardwalk through
Florida wetlands, a petting zoo
and a high wooden boardwalk
above an “African” veld, an 11-
acre savannah that includes os-
triches, gazelles and antelopes,
Among its more than 700 ani-

ille Beach (the largest),;
and a mix of both, plus the usual;
food stands, surf shops, ete., -
known as the Beaches, lie 12
miles east of downtown and run
about 15 miles along the ocean.
North on AlA from the beach |
communities is Fernandina .
Beach, at the Georgia border and
about 35 miles from downtown
Jacksonville. Once a popular
tourist spot and boom town Fer- |
nandina Beach lost most of its 2+
bustle when Henry Flnglerbuil‘g:
his railrond down through Florida
and bypassed it.
‘What remnins today is a 50-22]
block downtown area that is 6n7]
the National Register of Historid
Places for late Victorian architeg-
ture, .

It’s better in the Bahamas fo
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There is more
than one way to
visit the senior-
friendly Baha-
mas.

Some mature
travelera like to
arrange a
Bahamian
homestay. Hun-
dreds of local
familics are vol-
unteer hosts for visitors in a well-
organized government plan called
People-to-People,

r

Mature -
Traveler

The visit may include dinner,
stayovers, attending church, going
to tea, taking a tour or whatever
the hosts and guests arrange.

On a recent trip to the {slands
we joined the program, with about
a dozen other visitors, and had
dinner at the Nassau home of
Valderine Barrett, 62.

She lives in a fair-size pink
Georgian home on about one-
third acre of scenic land at the
edge of town,

Barrett has been a People-to-
People volynteer slnce the pro-
gram begon’ almost 10 years ago.
She can entertain groups of up to
40 tourists at once.

We shared a cozy evening —
with no resemblance to the com-
mercial tone of tourist Jodges.

To help fix dinner and host the
group Barrett invited her aunt,
who is retired, s well aa some
neighbars. All of ua ate Eleuthra

chicken, a delicious Bahamian
specialty.

After the meal we sat around
Barrett's comfortable parlor and
talked about shrubbery, birds, lo-
cal politics, what ails Barrett's
big dog Bradley and other such
subjects.

“Yes, I do it to show how
Baohamian people really live and
just because I like to have folks
in,” says Barrett. “But I kinda
like to hear how people live in
other places too. I guess we've all
got about the same kind of prob-
lems.”

‘To participate in the People-to-
People get-togethers visitors
should contact the tourist minis-
try at least three weeks before
leaving the States.

Travelers are asked to fill out a
form that includes nge, occupa-
tion, club affiliations, church af-
filiation, hobbies and other gener-
al interests, The Ministry of
Tourism makes the match with n
volunteer host family.

For further information, includ-
ing o sign-up form, contact the
Ministry of Tourism, P.O. Box N-
3701, Nassnu, Bohomas,

It’s also possible to sign up for
the program once in Nassau at
any Tourist Information Center.

A similar program cxists in
Freeport, the Bahamas' sccond
major city,

Yet another — perhaps moare
traditional — way to visit the
Bahamas is to stay at a good ho-
tel.
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Out in the streets: Senior
vacationers tour the streets
of downtown Nassau from
horse-drawn carriages.

Using scnior discounts and
other brenks, two people nge 49 or
older can spend a week on vaca-
tion there for little more than
$1,000, including airfare.

Good hotels in the Nassou area
range from $90 to $300 per night
(often single or double occupan-
cy), depending on the secason.
Prices go up in mid-December
and return to normal in mid-
April.

But mature travelers can stay
for as little as $60 per night at
many choice touriat-arca hotels
offering special senior discounts.

Here are a fow examples:

T senior citizens

A Comfort Suites on Paradise
Island: This all-suite propesty is
connected by bridge or water taxi
to downtown Nassau.

Paradige Islond is o private re-
sort island whose big draw is Grif-
fin’s Paradise Island resort and
casino,

Comfort Suites participates in
Choice Hotels, Senior Saver pro-
gram, offering 10 percent off to
AARP members {age 50 and old-
er) and other guests age 60 and
older,

Their suites (based on single or
double occupancy) start at $149
in high season and $110 in low
season, They cost only $77 a night
for neniors,

For further information contact
Comfort Suites, P.O. Box SS
6202, Nassau, Bohamas or call
(800) 228.5150 or (800) 221-2222,

@ Sheraton Grand Hotel &
Towers: This resort takes part in
the Sheraton hatel chain’s senior-

. discount program, giving AARP

members and other guests age 60
and older 25 percent off regular
rates,

That means, in low season, ma-
ture travelers pay $97 to $142 per
night (based on single or double
occupancy) for rooms that regu-
larly cost $129 to $189. In high
season seniors pay $104 to $149
per night for rooma that regularly
cost $139 to $199.

For further information contact
the Sheraton reservations center
at (800) 325-3535,
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Right now, the “World's Best Cruise Line"t is offering the

“World's Best™ value, From as little as $§983° (including airfare), i
you can experience a 7-day cruise with Holland
America Line to the Eastern ar Western Canbbean,
ot spend 10 days in the Southem Caribbean from
just $1,457.* A savings of 18% 10 37%, depending

(@) Holland America Line
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SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY » BOOK BY 10.31-92

FARMINGTON HILLS CARDEN QTY WEST
ANS GLOBAL TRAVEL  YOUR TRAVEL PLANNER  CRUISE NETWORX
851-2232 $22-3020 355-9750
1-800-873-0722
LUIVORIA
ROCHLSTER
GREAT OAKS TRAVEL DONESON SUSINESS MXD
652-1004 'WORLD CLASS TRA' 478-5525 N
1-800-883-4687 353-5811 1.800-878-9832
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