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“Of Mice and Men’ remains an American classic

M This time around, director Gary Sinlse and
screenwriter Horton Foote have decided not to
monkey with It much at all. Some scenes have
been trimmed, a couple added, but the timeless
qualities of the story remaln remarkably Intact.

As far as adap-
tations of classic
novels, you can't
get much better
than the new “Of
Mice and Men."
Not only is it
faithful to the
tone and charac-
tera of John
. Stelnbeck’s De-

g presslon-era nov-

monaeoiN el it also has an
a T2Y Oncar-caliber
performance from John Malko-
yich as the wimple-minded Lenny.

PLEASE

Some say that this story of
friendship between two itinerant
rnnch hands was practically writ-
ten for the screen. The detailed
sellings, character descriptions
ind dialogue of the book, which is
1Hss than 100 pnges long, has

transformed incredibly well to
film, television and theater.

This time around, director Gary
Sinise and screenwriter Horton
Foote have decided not to monkey
with it much at all. Some scencs
have been trimmed, a couple add-
ed, but the timeless qualities of
the story remain rematkably in-
tact.

Director Sinise also stars as
George, who makes the circuit of
Californin ronches with his best
friend Lenny in tow, Lenny is re-
tarded and his poor judgment and
passion for stroking soft things
keeps them in constant hot water,

*1'd be so much better off with-
out you," George says time and
again to the dim-witted Lenny,
yet the two stay together, fucled
by the dream of settling on their

few ndded scenes in the story
hints at a possible remance be-
tween him and the sole woman on
the ranch (“Twin Peaks” Sheri-
lyn Fenn), but it remains tasteful-
1y low-key.

Fenn's sympathetic femme fa-
tale hiohtieh the 11-ch

own ranch. For George, a place of
their own means no moje working
for slave-driving bosses, Lenny
simply wants to tend the rabbits.

John Malkovich (“Dangerous
Linisons") didn't originally scem
large enough to play Lenny, How
could he compete with Lon
Chaney Jr., whose performance in
the impressive 1940 film version
has remained one of the most cn-
during single characterizations in
film history?

Malkovich, with his high forc.
head and thick features, is up to
the challenge with his intelligent
reading of a mental hundicap. He
towers physically over co-star
Gary Sinise and only once do you
get an embarrassing glimpse of
Frankenstein-like lifts in  his
shaes,

Sinise, who like Molkovich is a

supporting cast. “My Favorite
Martian's” Roy Walston plays
the aging Candy, whose loss of his
crippled-up old dog sends audi-
ences on the firat of many trips to
the Kleenex box.

The sntique-tinted cinematog-
raphy and Mark Isham’s pastoral
musical score are both gorgeous
but in no way intrusive. In fact,
the film's thlent for understate-
ment adds to the realism and dig-
nity of ct in the midst of

veteran of Chicago’s
Theatre, makes an effective, if
too-handsome, George. One of the

broken dreams and painful deci-
slons,

Great acting: John Malko-

uvich turns in a stellar per-

formance as the dim-witted

Lenny in “Of Mice and
en.”
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i‘rlme to change:

Willem Dafoe teams up with Susan
:;Sarandan as drug dealers forced to re-evaluate their ca-
'reers and relationships in “Light Sleeper.”
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H CAPITOL CINEMA

121 University Ave., Windsor,
Canada. Call (519) 2638065 for
information. ($4.25)

“Solaris” (USSR — 1972}, 8
p.m. Oct, 19-20. Andrei Tarkov-
sky directed the hallucinatory ad-
aptation of the science fiction
navel by Stanislaw Lem about a
psychologist investigating strange
deaths on an orhiting space sta-
tien near a remote planet.

B DETROIY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave,, Detroit, Call 832
2730 for information. ($5)

*Rocco ond His Brothers” (ta-
ly — 1960), 7 p.m. Oct. 23. Luchi-
no Visconti's epic tale of five
brothers whe emigrate to Milan
was cut by 30 minutes in its origi-
nal release. 1t’s shown here in the
full version, thanks to the preser-
vation efforts of Martin Scorsese
among others.

“Andrei Rublev” (USSR —
1969), 7 p.m. Oct. 24 and 4 p.m.
Oct, 25. The renowned 15th cen-
tury painter is brought to life by
Soviet director Andrei Tarkovsky.
Like most of the late director's
works, it's a long haul at 185 min-
utes, but well worth the effort.

“Feed” (USA — 1992), 2 p.m.
Oct. 25. A 76-minute collection of
sound-bites featuring Bill Clin-

ton, George Bush and Ross Perot
in moments when they forget the
camera is still ruaning.

o HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL

LIBRARY
13650 Michigan Ave., Dearhorn.
Call 943-2330 for information.
(Free)

A Study in Scarlet” (USA —
1933), 7 p.m. Oet. 19, Reginald
Owen, not Basil Rathbone, stars
as Sherlock Holmes in this typi-
cal tale of maney and urder.

I MAPLE THEATRE

4135 West Maple, Bloomficld
Hills, Call 855-9090 for show
times, ($5.75 evening $2.95
twilight)

“Blade Runner” (USA —
1982), The re-released director's
cut of Ridley Scott’s influential
sci-fi film stars Horrison Ford as
a luturistic policeman on the trail
of runaway robots, The irritating
voice-over narration is gone ond
the ending has been chunged to
the bleaker one that Scott origi-
nally envisioned.

Sl MICHIGAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call

668-8397 for information. ($5; $4

students and senior citizens)
“Ali — Fear Eats the Sou!”

(Germony — 1974), 7 and 9 p.m.

Oct. 19, In this carly film from
late director Rainer Werner Fass-
binder, a German widow in her
GO~ marrics a much younger
Moroccon man. The director also
appears in this fascinating re-
make of the '50s Hollywaod teor-
jecker “All That Heaven Allows.”

*“Wild Wheels" (USA — 1990),
7:30 p.m. Oct, 22. A wild and
wacky laok at California’s obses-
sion with souped-up and wildly
maudified nutomobiles. This short
documentary should strike a
chard with Motor City car buffs
axwell,

W REDFORD THEATRE
17360 Luhser Road, Detroit. Call
537-2560 for information, ($2.50)
“Daddy Long Legs” (USA —
1955), 8 p.m. Oct. 23; 2 and 8 p.m.
Oct. 24 (organ overture begins 30
minutes before show time). Fred
Astaire stars as o ptayboy who
alopts an orphan gitl only to have
her grow up and fall in love with
him.

M STARJOHKR

32289 John R, Madison Heights,
Call 585. 2070. (Tickets $G; $3.75
before G p.m.).

“Light Slecper” (USA — 1992).
Willem Dafoc and Susan Saran-
don play drug dealers forced to re-
evalunte their careers ond rela-

tianships in a hostile modern
landscape. The latest from Paul
Schrader, the director of “Patti  ©
Hearst” and writer of “Taxi Driv-;
er.”” As with most of Schrader’s
pictures, expect a fascinating
mess.

W STATE THEATER

2115 Woodward Ave., Detroit.
Call 961-5450 for information.
(81.89)

“The Exorcist” (USA — 1973}, |
9 p.m. Oct, 19. William Friedkin |
directed the still-shockingac- ©
count of a girl (Linda Blair} pos-
sessed by Satan, Ellen Burstyn
and Max von Sydow co-star, hut
young Regan is still the head-
turner as mother and the church
try to rid her of the evil.

B STATE WAYKE THEATER
35310 Michigan Ave., Wayne. All
films play nightly from Wednes-
day through Sunday, Call 326-
4600 for show times. (82; 81 stu-
dents and senior citizens)

“The Gunfighter” (USA -

1950). Gregory Peck has one of his
grentest roles as o gunslinger
trying to live down his violent
past. Moady, low-key direction by
Henry King mokes this one of the
grent UNSUNE Westerns,

— John Monaghan

ﬁCorsi’s

Served in our beautifol
banguet hall,
+ We seat 00 guests for all occasions.

SWednesday

Beffec

Featuring:

« iomemadc Soups
+ $atad Bar with Fresh Frult
« 3 tlomemade Pastas
+1 Meat Entree and Vegetable
» Assorted Pizzas
» Homemade Bread & Garlic Rolls
* Dessert Table

Scrved 4:30 « 8:30 p.m.
Groups Welcume - Cocktals Arallable

531-4960
Adults  Under 10 Yean  Sealors
16 5375 1578

7 Mile between Inkster & Middlebelt
Livonia

7:30 PM weex or oct.

WEDNESDAY

Gy AT PEACE (8 PM)

* THURSDAY
. TV TEEN FORUM
&7 Why Can't We Get Along?

4

- FRIDAY
A TIME TO HEAL
See It Again Or Tell
A Friend To Watch

[ ™
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MONDAY
.- DETROIT BLACK JOURNAL Youth and Vialence
« TUESDAY (simutcast with WXYZ Channe) 7)
| ATIME TO HEAL Back From Gang Life

~- CLUB GONNECT Anti-Violence Game Show
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THINK BEFORE YOU ACT

WORK IT OUT

CITY FOR YOUTH SPECIALS FOR KIDS AND PARENTS

19

&
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Inteenational Assaciation of Clerks, Recorders, Election Oificials and Treasurers.

Can YOoUu I1MAGINE

WHAT A DIFFERENCE

1T WOULD MAKE IF

THE YOUNG PLEOPLE

IN THIS COUNTAY

SHOWED THE SAMEK

ERTHUSIASM FOR

THE VOTING BOOTHY?

Register and Yote,




