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MBHA works to protect black bear population :

BY BILL PARKER
STAFY WRITER

The Michigan Bear Hunters
Association was established in
1946 by Cerl T. Johnson, an avid
hound hunter and former com-
missioner of the Notural Re-
sources Commission. MBHA is
dedicated to protecting Michi-
gon's population of black bears
and the sport of bear hunting,

Although MBHA was founded
by n houndsman, membership in
the 500 member organization is
not limited to hound huntem,éniclv

y )

ers.

“Through the years, Michigan
Bear Hunters hos lobbied the
DNR to protect bears and the
sport of bear hunting,” explained
Walker. “We lobbiced for a bill to
make it illegal to kill bear cubs,
We lobbied to limit the number of
doga you can run at one time to
six, ond we've lobbied for other

lati such as a sep
bear season and a sep

hear

Peninsula. The program will help
the DNR learn more about the
black bear reproduction rate, sur-
vival rate and other population
dynamics, critical bear habitat
and general bear biology. MBHA
has also put up a $600 reward to
help fight bear poaching in the
state.

“In the carly "70s hound hunt-
ers practically had the woods to
th lves,” lained Walker.

license.”
MBHA in not only active in the
political aspect _of the sport, but it

cording to current
Walker, a Bloomfield Hills resi-
dont, Walker admits, however,
that about 80 percent of the near-
ly 600 members statewide are
avid hound hunters, The other 20
percent is comprised of bait hunt-

¥ 1 support for re-
search and other programs as
well. MBHA donated $2,500 to
the Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources to ossist in a ra-
dio-collared bear rescarch pro-
grem in the north central Upper

Beal' hunt from page 1B

“The sport has really become
populor in recent years.”

Prior to 1990 anyone could pur-
chnge a bear hunting license. In
the early 19808 there were close to
8,000 Lear hunters in the state
while that number rose to nearly
12,000 hunters by 1989, The DNR
instituted a lottery system to dia-
tribute bear licenses in 1980.

There were 8,820 applications
that year and 4,191 harvest per-
mits were issucd. Hunters took
655 bear. In 1991, 5,619 harvest
permits were distributed between
9,195 applicants and 1,037 bear
were killed. This season, 11,635
applications were received by the
DNR and 5,156 harvest permits
were issucd,

The DNR estimates Michigan
has a bear population of between
6,000 and 9,000 animals.

“We're probably closer to
9,000,” said Walker. “The reason
is that I don't think we're har-
vesting more that 15 percent of
the population. The age of the
bears being horvested and the size
of the bears being harvested indi-
cate a healthy bear populstion.”

1 felt pretty good about my run-
ning ability, until the third day of
the hunt. By then the swamps,
underbrush, log piles and hills
left my legs feeling like worn out
rubber bands, 1 was sure someone
had tied bricks to the bottom of
my shoes,

When you're chasing the song
of a howling hound through a
swamp so thick you can't sce 10
feet ahead of you and the frigid
water numbs your feet and legs,
you begin to cherish the chance to
run through the ridges in dry,
open hardwoods, But once you get
into the ridges, panting like a
marathoner headed into the final
mile, your legs turning to putty as
the sound of the hounds fades in
the distance, the slower pace of
swamp running seems like a bet-
ter alternative, Surprisingly
though, the rush of Adrenalin
keeps you in the chase,

On the right track

The hunt begins the night be-
fore when hunters drag a plow-
like mechanism to Joosen dirt on
the shoulder of nearby roads and
two-tracks, At first light, the
hunters drive slowly along these
ronds looking for fresh bear tracks
in the loose soil.

Being a rookie, I thought an an-
imal the size of a 200- to 300-

M Belng a rookle, 1 thought an animal the size
of a 200- to 300-pound black bear would leave
a pretty noticeable track. My education began

the first morning.

pound black lear would leave a
pretty noticeable track. My edu-
catjon began the first morning.

Our group located four rets of
bear tracks that had crossed the
road the night before. Walker
drew o circle around onc of the
prints but I still couldn't see it,
and I thought 1 had pretty good
tracking eyes.

A bear walks on the pads of its
feet with its claws retracted. Dag,
deer even fox tracks are easy to
see compared to those of a black
bear,

1 was amazed at the ability of
these hunters to find bear and
other tracks while rolling along in
the pre-dawn hours at 5. to 10-
miles per hour. At one point,
Keith Huff, who ran the hunt,
tracked a hear down the side of o
road and into the brush,

“I ean’t even see the tracks on
the road, Keith,” I admitted.
“How can you tell where he went
back into the woods?"

“See right here where the grass

is patted down?" he asked, point-
ing to what looked like nothing
unusual to me.

“Not really,” I stammered.

“Well, believe me, he went in
right here.”

Moments later, one of the dogs
sniffed the tracks and followed
them into the woods right where
Huff said they went.

Although T never met Sitting
Bull 1 have to believe these
houndsmen could have taught
him a thing or two on the art of
tracking.

A close encounter

Once a set of tracks is found,
dogs are put on the trail to sce it
they can smell the scent, If a fresh
scent — or cold trail — is found,
the dogs begin barking as they
take off along the trail. Some-
times the hounds lose the trail
and never catch up with the bear,
but if they jump the bear and take
off an a “hot trail” the intensity of
the race speeds up, The hounds

go crazy.
Walker and I had been on one
cold trail for the better part of an

hour when the dogs seemed to |

lose the scent. All of a sudden one
of the dogs ran into a small thick-
ct 10-yards to our right.

With brush crashing and the
hounds howling in earnest a bear
rambled out the backside of the
thicket, A hot chase began as a
cold chill shivered through my
boedy. At that instant I experi-
enced the thrill of the chase — I
didn't even actually see the bear,
but 1 knew he was very close.

Often times — as was the case
in this chase — the bear Joses the
hounds, either by backtracking,
outrunning the hounds or run-
ning aff into private land.

We started nine tracks during
my hunt and only treed four
bears. Once the bear climbs a tree
the hunt and the thrill is over.
Then the decision is made by the
group weather to kill the bear or
not, depending on its sex and size,
Of the four bears we treed, our
group only killed two — a 291-
pound hoar and a 226-pound
boar.,

The wet, cold conditions are
less than ideal and the days are
long and hard, but I have to admit.
my first bear hunt was the most
fun I've had in the rain.
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Hey Michigan! Getting fit just got easier. AMERICAN EXERCISE
“The Fitness Equipment Company’’ has just opened their 8th and
9th Michigan locations. To celebrate, AMERICAN EXERCISE is
savings on all PRECOR home fitness

eir nine stores.

Due to the large amount of inventory brought in to stock the new
stores, AMERICAN EXERCISE has received a tremendous price
break from PRECOR, and is now passing these savings on to you.
Save $200 to $1000 off state-of-the-art PRECOR treadmills —
rated number one by leading consumer magazines. Also save on
PRECOR stairclimbers, exercise bikes and nordic skiers.

PRECOR is the best name in the fitness industry, and these are the

best prices — EVER! Visit Michigan's largest fitness equipment

dealer — AMERICAN EXERCISE.
Offer onds October 25, 1992.
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SCUBA SALE
SALE PRICES THAT WON'T SPOOK YOU

Dacor « U.S. Divers » Oceanic + Seaquest
» Mares « and many other lines

DACOR EXIREME PLUS DACOR CARISBEAN
REGULATOR 69% BCD. 264"
DACOR QUANTUM DACOR CHAMELRON
REGULATOR 249* 3CD. 294*
US. DVER MICRA SEAQUEST
REGULATOR 299" EXPLORER B.CD. 249*
co%.s':u}.rm EuCl":A * 27CF.
$ SPATE ARt
$229.85
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THE FITNESS EGUIPMENT COMPANY

ANN ARBOR - Maple Village, ot Jackson
NOVI « Novi Town Center, S. of 1-96
_ROCHESTER « Rochester Road, N. of M-59

+ 996-9553
» 347-4944
- 852-6664

Also located in: GRAND RAPIDS « PETOSKEY « TRAVERSE CITY
— —

SOUTHFIELD « Northwestem Hwy. at 12 Mile « 358-0550
SOUTHGATE  fort Street ot Eureka
WARREN » 32774 Mound Road, S. of 14 Mile » 939-4010

BILL PARKER/STAFY PHOTUGRAPHER

Searching for sign: Michigan Bear Hunters Association
president Bill Watker, of Bloomficld Hills, looks for fresh,
bear tracks during a recent hunt in Houghton County.
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Beta VCR
and it’s in the basement, stored in
acloset, orjust notbeingused .
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This is just a small sample of the
hundreds of titles available, all priced:
from .99 to $2.99 :
Hundreds of titles . . . None higher than $2.9

All brand new movies, never used. All movies are
Beta only. All sales are final. No returns, no refunds.
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