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What's ot
cooking?:
Heather
Samson and-:
herclass- -
mate Kristi -
Cline (left) -
make chili at
the Farming="
ton Alterna-
tive Acade-’
my.

Academy from page 1A
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everyone gets along well. There are no cliques,
she snid, and everybody is open-minded.

Some policies at the school reinforee the good.
For cxample a nickel is paid for each swenr word
used in school, which last year went to help pay for
the school’s prom, Snmson said.

There are some school activities which might be
considered traditionnl like the prom, graduation, or
student council, to which all students belong.

Samson's classes

Samson works on the achool paper, called the
“Tiger's Tail" and journalism is her favorite class,
but she also takes government, algebra, grammar,

nc_nmnnl finance, foods and nutrition and physical
science,

Her writing entails more than that learned in
journalism class. Samson has pen pals around the
world and also carries with her a fove of animals
which developed when she was just a young girl,

She attended Forest Elementary School and
Warner Middle Schoel, but said she did not have a
problem with school until high school. Although
she loves the academy, she still has a few good
friends back at North who she sees regularly.

She has an older sister and lives with her parents
in Farmington Hills.

Next term, Samson will continue to attend the

Candldate
speaks:
Walter
Briggs, can-
didate for
Congress in
the 11th Dis-
trict, has the
attention of
students at
the Farming-
ton Alterna-
tive Aca-
demey.

Although stu-
dents at the
Formington Al
ternative Acade-
my take tradi-
tionnl classes
like history or
math, they also
enjoy eclective
courses  like
foods, computers
and personal finance.

And blocks of time on Wednes-
dny afternoons are sct aside for
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Alternative Academy blends
basics with innovative classes

By CASEY HANS
STAFF WRITER

about the people, the jobs and cd-
ucation.”

Briggs snid he supported alter-
native programs such as the one
he visited in Farmington, and en-
couraged young people to get in-
volved with polities and govern-
ment. “The only way to change
things is to get involved,” he add-
ed. “Be part of it.”

Tn rogular closses at the acade-
my, students are encouraged to
offer opinions which are more of-
ten heard with small class sizes of
12:15 students. Teacher Barbara
Hardy said she finds the class siz-

field trips, like a recent one to the
Fermi 11 plant, end to hear speak-
ers including a recent visit from
Walter Briggs, the Democratic
candidate for the new 11th dis-
trict seat to the U.S. Congress.
Brigga’ political visit followed
study of the upcoming election,
and student questions were spir-
ited. They asked about his experi-
ence in g ducati

Interested student: Claudia
Fobbs, 17, has a question
for the candidate.

hearing his comments, but soid
he thought Briggs sidestepped
some of the questions students
asked like the one on whether
there should be nge limits for

age limits and parental consent
on abortion and whether Briggs
had any political mentors.
Student Chuck Firment, a 19-
year-old registered voter, snid he
would likely vote for Briggs after

abortion. Candid today need
to “get out there and sce what's
going on," he added.

Classmate Rana O'Conner said
she felt today's politicians should
“stop epending s0 much moncy

es at the academy “a lot better for
the kids, You can give them a lot
of individualized attention,” she
added.

Community cducation director
Terry Klenczar said she sees the
Alternative Acodemy program
continuing, but not growing much
bigger than the 35-40 students
who ore cnrolled at any given
time. The smaller size allows
more students to get invelved.

»The important thing is the sell
esteem and that they are able to
take leadership roles,” she said,
“It means tE\ny'r‘e fecling good

on I} and be

about th

Symphony to perform at Farmington High

academy but also take classes at Oaktand Commu-
nity College.

] guess 1 can say I'm really glad 1 came here,”
she added. “You're all friends here, both teachers
and students.”

Success for the alternative program is counted in
different ways, Klenczar said.

Last year nine students received their high school
dipl after ding the d in its first
year. Several older students went on to attend tradi-
tional adult cducation programs ot night so they
could work during the dny. A few others returned to
their home high schools after attending the acade-

my, something Klencar counts as a success, .
“Whatever time frame they need, we're sble to]

provide it,” she added. .

There are seven teachers in the alternative acade-.
my program and Klenczar said all of them have o
special approach to teaching. “I look for & teacher
who has a positive attitude about students — a
teacher who is very flexible and very caring.” :

Most referrala to the program are done through
word of mouth by students, but referrals also come
from school counselors and principals and from
parent calls the district to inquire about the pro-
gram,

GIORGIO ABRMAN

LE COLLEZIONI

SPRING/SUMMER '93
COLLECTION SHOW

Giorgio Armani .
Collection Show !
Wednesday, October 28
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Birmingham
Thursday, October 29
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Grosse Pointe
International Salon )

Meet Maria Giachino
of Armani who will present
the designer’s discreet,

body-conscious and very i
sophisticated wools, cashmeres
and silks. Italian concept, :

wniversally recognized.
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The symphony orchestra of Luther College in De-
corsh, lowa, will perform at Farmington High
School at 7:30 p.m, Tueaday, Oct. 27, The concert is
sponsored by the Farmington High Muaic Depart-
ment and St. John Lutheran Church.

The orchestra, conducted by Douglas Diamond,
features senlor violinist Kari Urevig, The daughter
of Laurenco and Ruth Ann Urevig, Kari Urevig was

concert mistress of the Farmington High School or-
chestra during her scnior year there. She played vio-
lin four years at Farmington.

The 70-member Decorah Orchestra, which began
in 1956, tours sections of the United States cach
year. Last January, conductor Dinmond took the
group to Austrin, Germany and Hungary for a per-
formance tour and study residency.
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Shop until 9 pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 pm. on Monday, Tucsday, Wednesday and Saturday.

Shop Sunday Noon to 5 p.m.
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