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New lab to help Hills police investigate crimes

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSK!
STAPY WIITER

Those of you who have spent
years watching television police
and detective shows probably
think you know a lot about evi-
dence at a crime scene. But
there’s more to it than meets the

In fact, the human eye alone
can miss s lot of pertinent evi-
dence that could either acquit the
innocent or convict the gullty.

“Evidence will help reinforce or
corroborate information we have
for someone who is a suspect,”
snid Sgt. Pat Browne of the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department,
who is in charge of the depart-
ment's new crime lab,

Up end running, though mnot
quite finished, the new lab wili al-
low the department's 10 evidence
technicians to do some of the ba-
sic evidence testing in-house.
That means the proceas will be
more timely for the department,
which like many other agencies
have Jong relied on the Michigan
State Police, now strapped with
budget cuts,

“We can see where the state po-
lee crime labs are having a diffi-
cult time processing evidence duc
to cutbacks,” said Farmington
Hills police Chief William Dwyer.

Results of fingerprint tests will
be received in a more timely fash-
jon, which means they can be di-
rectly put on law enforcement's
automatic fingerprinting identifi-
cation system and get them out to
other agencics.

‘That doesn't mean all types of
tests can be conducted in the new
lab, Serology or blood tests, and
ballistics, for example, will still
have to be conducted by the state
police.

The lab was built in a storage
area with $35,000 from narcotics
forfeiture money. Some equip-
ment still needs to be purchased
— when more forfeiture money
comes around — such as an alter-
nate light source that will allow
more sophisticated tests, said of-
ficer Jim Worthington, a 13-ycar
evidence technician.
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Checking for prints:  Officer Jim Worthington soaks the
fingerprint riddled envelope with a chemical and then

applies heat front an iron.

For cxample, with the special
light source, technicians will be
able to find fibers, hair or blood
on items, such as walls or a bath-
tub,“We can shine it on the floor
and it would show the footprints,”
Worthington said.

Onc of the latest tests Worth-
ington conducted was for finger-
prints on a ,357-Mognum, which
was involved in what appears to
be a suicide. A special area has
been set to protect officers when
they conduct tests with chemicals
that could harm them.

Techncians also will conduct
initial narcotics tests to deter-
mine if a powder is cocaine or he-
roln, for example. Those sub-
stances also will be sent to the
state police for further analysis,
Browne said.

The new lab also provides tech-
nicians with a speeific and secure
place to bring evidence, where the
basic tests can be conducted, and
then packaged properly for fur-
ther analysis by the state police,

“We have had a concern alout
the security of evidence,” Dwyer
said. “We didn't fec) we had an
appropriate area to do the pro-
cessing. Evidence must be physi-
cally transported to the state po-

Jice. Anyone who takes or comes
in contact with the evidence will
be ealled to testify In court.”

Gathering evidence is no simple
task. Take a murder for example.
In addition to gathering pertinent
items of cvidence, such os shell
casings and blood samples, police
photograph the scene, followed by
videotaping. Police also sketch
the scene to previde dimensions
of the body to shells, for example,
and to show a sequence of events,
Browne said,

“We check the scene thorough-
ly to see what perhaps fell oft a
body,”" Browne said, adding that
ctothing also is checked thorough-
ly. “We collect things so there's a
minimum amount of handling."

Technicians cover the depart-
ment's five daily shifts, “We're
pretty much covered araund the
clack,” Browne said.

As well as an eye on more nee-
easary purchases, technicians,
who arc members of the Michi-
gon-Ontario Identification Asgo-
ciation, have o station wagon for
evidence gathering, and  addi-
tional troining is planned.

“Within the next 10 years we
will do more and more,” Dwyer
said,

INTRODUCING THE
DONNA KARAN
INTIMATES
COLLECTION

Wednesday, October 28
10 am. to 5 p.m,
Birmingham
Intimate Apparel
Meet Debra Ankin,
representative from Donna Karan,
and view an entirely new
line of intimate apparel from one
of the biggest and most respected

names in fashion today...

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1992
5:00 - 8:00 P.M.

RAIN OR SHINE!

We offer a safe, well-lit under canopy
atmosphere.

VISIT THE CARNIVAL
OF GAMES

Located in the old Children's Palace.

SPONSORED BY

Donna Karan. Come in and see

the full line of pajamas, robes,

bodywear and more. Luxurious
silks, velowtr, cashmere,

velvet ‘and sequins.

8:00 P.M. COSTUME
CONTEST

At Camival Site

SPONSORED BY
Borpers Book SHoP

KARAOKE AT LASERLAND
KIDS! DOUBLE YOUR FUN!

TRICK OR TREAT ON FRIDAY TOO

And have a devil of a good time!

Jacobsons

336 MAPLE AVE. ¢ BIRMINGHAM ¢ 644-6900

Sh ul 9 . an Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
n%l:‘nnp Sunﬁ:; N°:on %] |{m. Jacobson's Charge, MastcrCard®, VISA®, and American Express®.




