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Magic ' John-
son is back with
the Lakers; con-
doms are offered
along with
school lunches;
and all is well
with the world.
Now if we can
only elect a pres-
S DS Ident who will
REV, ROBERT ™oke AIDS re-

SCHADEN search a top pri-
ority, we will be

—_—
home free and sex will be safe at
ast.
Such thinking reminds me of
that proverbial swamp land for
sale at a great price for those will-
ingto pay cash.

It has heen said that there aro
none so enslaved as those slaves
who think that they are free. By
the same token, it might be said
that there are none so unsafe as
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those who think they are safe
when, indeed, they gre not.

It may be true that condoms
maoke for safer sex. However, safer
does not necessarily translate to
safe. What is safe sex anyway?

If mexunl activity is little more
than Indoor sport, & means of in-
terpersonal conquest or a quick
relense of pent up harmones, then
perhaps we can define safe sex g
any genital activity in which there
is no chance for the transfer of
discase, If a roll in the hay is little
more than an attempt at the iilu-
sion of relationship, if the expec-
tation is no more than a.very tem-
porary fix for chronic lenclincss,
then condoms might provide
some sort of safety when they

work,

If, on the other hand, any of the
above leaves you cold, then per-
haps we have not come close to
addressing the mattey of safe sex.

Agencies offer toll-free

A number of agencies and gov-
ernment- departments offer free
information or advice on a wide
variety of subjects of interest and
service to older adults and their
families. Following is a list of toll-
free numbers. Operators will be
happy to answer your questions
or direct you to other praper infor-
mation sources,

AT&T Special Needs Center
800-233-1222

Alzhclmer's & Related Disor-
ders Center 800-621-0379
American Cancer Soclety 800-
ACS-2345

American Council for the Blind
800-424-8666

American Diabetes Association
800-232-4372

Amerlean Parkinson’s Discasc
Association 800-223-2732
Arthritis Foundation 800.-283-

Auto Repairs Complaints 800-
292-4204

Cancer Information Centor 800-
422-6237

Center for Independent Living
800-482-0222

Encrgy Asslstance 800-292-5650.
Hospice 800-331-1620

Housing Discrimination, HUD
800-424-8590

Lawyer Referal 800-968-0738
Legal Hotline for Senlors 800-
347-LAWS

Medicald Informatlon (Soclal
Services) 800-638-6414
Medicare Appeals 800-365-5899
Medicare Inquiry {Part B) 800-
482-4045

Medieare Inquiry/Part A (Hos-
pltal) 800-872-2566

Michigan Bell Special Needs
Center 800-482-8254
Nursing Home/Long

Term
Care 800-292-7852 .

If sexual activity is seen as some-
thing more than an excrcise of
narcisslsm then latex can wear
rather thin in fixing a problem
that goes way beyond venercally
transmitted discases.

Granted, that in an cffort to
deny our animal nature we may go
too far in romaticizing sex, even to
the point of unreality. However, {s
it extreme lo suggest that truly
safe scx has its best chance in a
committed refationship that is
stable enough to support all the
physlcal, emotional, psychological
and spirtunl dimensions that this
powerful experience carries with
it? Trivialized sex can hardly be
safe sex, since trivialized sex trivi-
alizes the people who take part in
it, ond trivializing people is never
safe.

There is little doubt that we are
an impatient lot. Delayed gratifi-
cation is mot exactly the strong

numbers

Physically Impalred Assocla-
tion of Michigan 800-274-7426
Preseription Drug Credit (form)
800-367-6263

Social Security 800-234-5772
Taxpayors Assistance (Statc)
800-487-7000

Taxpayers Informatlon (Feder-
al) 800-829-1040

Utillties (Public Servico Com-
misslon) 800-292-8555

Veterans Information and As-
slstance 800-482-0740

Renece Mahler is a gcranlo!ogist
and the director of

sult of a soclety in which instant
everything is far more in vogue
than delayed anything. We have
become used to being able to mi-
crowave our feod. We expect the
photo lab to have our pictures
back by yesterday noon. We seck
instant fixes for I di

time and the effort it takes to
build the kind of relationship that
will be growth producing for both
persona, Sex can provide that itlu.
slon, but when illusions become
confused with reality safety is sel-
dom present. All too often the un-

problems, Working at anything
for a peried of time is aimply not
popular,

‘When it comes to relationshi

met do little more
thon to make one or the other
trusting disabled,

Rclationship thot 1s simply

about from

the program s often the sante, the
illusion of instant relationship is
often more attractive than the

one another can hardly be safe in
the fully human sense, in that it
puts isolation and alienation

YV_hen it comes to life, exactly what is unsafe?

ohead of sharing and mutual
wth.

If that which threatens life is
deemed unsafe, then perhaps only
that which contributes to life can
truly be said to be safe. Magic
doean’t seem to e the only one to
have missed the ball on that one.

The Rev. Robert Schaden is
with Newman House on the cam-
pus of Schoolcraft College in Livo-
nea.
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POLITICIANS TALK ABOUT FAMILY VALUES

WE HAVE FAMILY VALUE!!!!

A family of four can bowl for up to 3 Hours
including bowling shoes for only B

9:00 AM. until 1:00 P.M.

Plum Hollow Bowling lanes
21900 W. Ninc Mile Road

t mile East of Felegraph Road at abwr Raad

353-6530

Call and reserve your lanest
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tions and admissions at a Roches-
ter Hilla nursing facility. She is a
member of the Michigan State
Commission on Services to the Ag-
ing. Send your questions to her at
Observer & Eccentric, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009.
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ALL SALE

Qctober 5 - November 2

™\_20% OFF

IMPERIAL Imperial, Quality House

womomermmzem - Sterling Prints, Van Luit,

KatzenBach & Warren Old Stone Mill,
Greeff and Louis Bowen.

FREE! A $-yard Se

with every room order of
from all exclusive Imperial books.

PLUS: Ash showroom Will Give
AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF
on these collections in the month of October!
Our Staff Designers Are Here To Assist You In Making The Right Selection
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ment Border
4 single rolls

Wholesale/Retail

sk

Showroom

Custom Draperies
Furnishings/Accessories

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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Design Studio
Fabrics
Wallcoverings

SINCE 1948

2374 Franklin Road + Bloomfield Hills

858-7010

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 p.m., Sat. 10-4 p.m.

N

Announcing
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AN Aunual
'Octoberfest
Sale

20 off
Selected

Jall Apparcd

October

o0, 53,
2L, 23, 2

101 W, Long Lake Rd.
Bloomlield 1ills. Michigan
646-381
Mon.-Sat, 10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Thurs, 10:00 a,m.-7:00 p.m.

EVERY MONDAY

2 For | Evropran Facial
Optn 7 av-? pn
642-6787
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0id you moot them yo1?
Almosl 1 of every § Amer-
cans movos each year, and
wheraver Amoricans movo,
Gatling To Know You wol-
comes tham, with much |*
mora than just “Howdy."
Gotling To Know You and | *
its_sponsors make now | {
tamiligs in town feol wal- |
como with a housewarming
ackage full of noodoed in-

by

and quuuyﬁod professionals
can Invilo now business, |
now frionds to come In.

WELCOMING
NEWCOMERS
NATIONWIDE

To become a sponsor, call

{(800) 645-6376

In Hawe York State (800) 6320400

Here's an ea

SY

way

to house-hunt.

You'll find a lot of Open Houses listed right in our Classified
Real Estate Section. There are also dozens of Open Houses
listed on our electronic HomeLine directory. Be sure to check
both. When using HomeLine, call 953-2020. You can listen to all

sorts of recorded listings for houses that are open to view.

i

1. Call 853-2020

you've chosen.
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All you need is a touch tone telephone, a little time, and the
following directions for using our voice telephone directory:

2. Press the number of the city you are interested in {see
directory at right).

3. Choose your price range and listen to the listings for the city

4. Additional information:
*To back up, press 1
¢ To pause, press 2
* To jump ahead, press 3
« To exit at any time, press %

@bserver & Eccentric
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953-2020

For Oakland County Listings, Press 1

Birmingham 4280
Bloomtield 4280
Farmington 4282
Farmington Hllls 4282
Mitford 4288
Novi 4286
Rochester 4285
Royal Oak 4287
Southfield 4283
South Lyon 4288
Troy 4284
Wallod Lake 4286

West Bloomfield 4281

For Wayne county Listings, Pross 2

Canton
Gardon City
Livonia
Northville
Plymauth
Rediord
Wastland

INE

4261
4264
4260
4263
4262
4265
4264




