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Soma movies
would probably
work better with-
out a plot. “The
Public Eye,”
starring Joo Pes-

“ ci o8 a free-lance
tabloid photo-
graphor in  the

fe one of
them: a fascinat-
ing character

JOH

study weighted
M down by a hack-
-neyed beauty-snd-the-beast love
story.

Lcon “Bernzy” Bemstein lives
to shoot photographs on the mean
Btrepts of Manhattan, capturing
everything from kissing couples to

q

“Public Eye’ focuses on shifty 40s tabloi

h H

freshly

of task. Bernzy is based on real-life

will re-arrange a murder scene

when nceded, convi

"pcoplo like to see hats on dead

Thu police are m;

Bernzy's ability to reach a crime
Bceno befum they do. Actunlly. the
has

photographer Arthur Fellig, or
Weejee as he was colled because
he had the sixth sense of a Ouija
board when it came to sniffing out
photo opportunities.

Pesci almost underplays tho
role, at least compared to his hy-
peractive performances in “Good-

Mafia leaders and government of-
ficinls kecp Bernzy from getting
whacked as he uncovers a scam
where stolen gas ration coupons
flood the black market. When
Bernzy discovers that a mobland
massacre will take place, he goes
to elak lengths to shoot the

inced that

ystified by

shifty sh as
to both the mob and

though he refuses to take sides.
That is until he meets a beauti-

ful widowed club own

Hershey), who enlists him for a
favor. Mob figurea keep popping
up and insisting that business

dealings with her la

entitle them to a plece of the club,
She wants Bernzy to find out

what's behind it.

fellos™ and the “Lethal Weapon™
movies, He injects the character
with an appropriate larger-than-
life qunlity. chomping obscenely
large ugm—s and dressing in the
shirt and overcont of
u]omeonc who rarely slecps before
aa

slaughter, not afterwards, but as
it's happening.

Blame writer/director Howard
Franklin for muddying “The Pub-
" He wmngly belicvus thnt

the police,

er (Barbara

nee
plot they can sink lheh- teeth into.
All they really want is a character
they haven't met a hundred times
before.

For his part, Pesci is up to the

te husband .
“If I'm not an the strects by

Seo 'PUBLIC EYE', BA

d photographer

Shutterbug: Joe Pesci
plays free-lance tabloid
photographer Leon “Bern-
zy" Bernstein wha lives to
shoot photographs on the
streets of Manhattan in
“Public Eye.”
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10 an ad that appeals to you by
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The cost Is $1.49 per minute, When tho
“system answers, just follow the easy
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vulce mailbox aumber located In the ad you
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