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POINTS OF VIEW

hoh.

U It looks as if George Bush,
discounted by Juurnnlmf.s und

poll watchers, could pull out a victory,

a ln Joe Knollenberg.

ln the primary, Knoltlenberg was able
to reap the benefits of a three-legged
race. While one much-heralded front-
runner opponent — state Sen, Dave
Honigman — racked up an carly lead,
the entrance of a third candidate, for-
mer judge Alice Gilbert, split the votes
of those who wanted a change from un-
blinking, establishment Republican
politics.

And Knollenberg slipped in as the
Republican nominee, cast in the mold
of retiring Congressman Bill Broom-
field, who he is running to replace in
the predominantly Republican 11th
Congressiona) District.

Now, we're seeing Bush moving into
position to do much the same thing,

Ross Perot has engendered fire into
this campaign, but it could end up
burning down the chance for the
change in leadership the country so
desperately needs — just as Gilbert's
entry did closer to home.

This may happen, even though in
one Washington reporter's eyes Bush
has lost the strong competitive drive
he's displayed most of his life.

Thomas Edsall, who covers national
politics for the Washington Post, told
an audicnce in Southficld last week
that he sees Bush cying more time on
the go!f course and with his grandchil-
dren. Bush fecls he's been successful
in forcign affairs, Edsall said, but now
the focus must be on domestic issues
“and at one level. . . I think he's elect-
ed to opt out.”

University of Michigan pmfcasur
Raymond Tanter put his own spin on
Bush's lackadaisical attitude at the

same symposium, sponsored by the
Southfield Downtown Development
Authority.

Tanter, who served in the Reagan
White House, said that in his cam-
paign, | Bush should have stressed vic-
tories in the Cold Wer and the hot
(Persian Gulf) war and used these “to
dramatizo the need for economic solu-
tions, After Desert Storm, he satona

lead and it rotted.”

1 think many of us experienced
Bush’s lack of energy and focus as we
watched the first two debates. By the
third, the pressure from all those
around him who will be put out of work
by his defeat may have roused him to
do a little better,

1t’s clear that if Bush doesn’t have
the energy for the campaign, he cer-
tainly won’t have the motivation to
redirect this nation as a lame-duck

president.
Now, the overwhelming dcsn-e for

Real change must look beyond elib solutlons

tional political arena are appealing.
The question is: Can they also deliv. >
or in a milicu that calls for bridge and

If we're 50 desperately looking for
someone to cut through the gridiock,
we must make sure we get that person.

Each of us who wants change must

-
coalition building? S
by
e

think long and hard when we go to our "

neighborhood polls Tuesday.

Perot's glib solutions, which he suys
he can deliver in o single term, don't
measure up to the longer-term pro-
grams of economic and social change
that D Bill Clinton outlines.

change — away from the
failure to tackle the cconomic issues
and away from government a8 usual —
is prompting some to jump off the
Clinton and onto the Perot bandwagon.
It’s the sume thinking that caused
the movement four years back to try
and draft Lee Jacocca for president.
Qutspoken millionaires who have
proved themselves outside the tradi-

‘These days, there are no knights in
shining armor, Change will take the
energy and vision of plain-clothed mor-
tals — old enough to remember Came-
lot hut young enough not to live in the
past,

Judith Doner Bérne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland Coun-
ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric,
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LETTERS

Race is muddy

‘m grateful for the attention paid
to me by readers of your newspa-
per and in your letters to the edi-
tor column.,
1do want te clear up a few miscon-
ceptions, though, as things scem to be-
come muddy in the midst of a hotly
contested political campaign.

As magistrate of district court in
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
I've taken the bench in court hundreds
of times, on hundreds of days over the
past several years,

Since my appointment by Judge
Margaret Schaeffer, [ have decided
hundreds, perkaps thousands, of cas-
e, | issue search and arrest warrants,
conduct arraignments in misdemeanor
and felony cases and have even mar-
ried people.

In pur district court, the office of
magistrate is a very serious job, always
held by an experienced attorney,

I've been an attorney for a dozen
years — | began my practice here and
have always had my office here — in
addition to my experience as magis-
trate.

Tund i the need by i
opponents to try to make my achieve-
ments as magistrate secm smaller,

After all, that experience is unique.
I'm the only candidate who has decid-
ed cases in court — the perfect train-
ing to serve as judge.

Marla Parker, magistrate of dis-
trict court

would like to say something posi-

Thanks, officer
I tive about a very nice police offi-
cer,

You always hear all the bad things
about policemen, but last night [ had &
very pood experience with Officer Dan
Potter of the Farmington Public Safety
Department.

My mother had a major heart attack
the last of July. Last night about 1:30
a.m., she called me, telling me that she
was having severe chest pains, So we
started out to Botsford Hospital.

1 missed my exit on 1-96 and had to
get off at Orchard Lake Road. I was
driving with my emergency flashers on
1 was not sure how to get to Grand Riv.

er.

There was a police car in front of me,
The officer pulled over, so that I could
pult up beside him. I'told him my
mother was having chest pains and
that I was on my way to Botsford Hos-
pital,

He asked me if I knew how to get
there. I told him I was lost. He said
“Follow me."

Needless to say he took me right to
the hospital. I didn’t get a chance to
say “Thank you,” or get his name.

This morning I called the police de-
partment and asked for the officer’s
name. My family and I would like to
say, thanks so much, Officer Dan
Potter.

The hospital edmitted my mother,
but I just had te take time to say again,
thanks a lot to a caring police officer.

. Sandra Giffith, Canton
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He's for ‘C’
'm weary of the misleading propa-
ganda from our school officials in
opposition to Proposal C (“Cut

and Cap”).

Proposal C is good for taxpayers and
good for our schools.

Greedy school officialg, however,
know that if Proposal C fails, taxpayers
will be hit with an automatic double
digit tax increase and they're willing to
twist the facts to help defeat it.

Proposal C provides a nceded 30 per-
cent property tax cut over five years,
mandates by Constitutional amend-
ment an equal amount of state school
aid increase, and caps assessment in-
creases at 3 pereent or inflation, which-
ever i less,

The schools are held harmless in
that their funding is guaranteed by
Proposal C. Cut and Cap even allows
rensonnhlc growth in school revenue.

higan's families and
need Proposal C. Vote yes on Proposal
C on Tuesday, Nov. 3,

Hills

was hit by a car. Many of the parents
asked our band beoster organization
what could be done to improve safety,
and I promised to follow up.

1 brought the matter to the attention
of our county commissioner, Donn
Waolf, and through his efforts we now
have completed a beautiful rond safety -
project on 12 Mile that I hope will re-
sult in drastic reduction in accidents.

This is an especially important
project for the many school children
and other pedestrians who cross this
street in front of the Harrison High
School.

The community owes a debt of grati-*

tude to Donn Wolf for caring enough to
get involved and to bring together the
resources of Oakland County, the road
ion, the school system, PTA

Richard DeVries, Far

A big help

t pleases me to know that our sys-
tem of government can still work
effectively.

About two years ago, I was involved
with a school safety problem on 12
Mile Road in front of Harrison High
School in which one of our students

and other parental groups, and the city,
all of which made this traffic improve-
ment project possible.

In the face of so,many other broader
issues, it is nice to know that we can
still call on our representative and
that, as in this case, he was able to re-
spond and help to see a project import-
ant to us as citizens and parents is
pursued and completed.

Robert Kirsten, Farmington Hills

Where can you find a
pediatrician at 8
a holiday weekend?

Introducing Children’s
Hospital of Michigan
Evening & Weekend

Pediatric Center.

Now your children can have the

pan,

spctaleare they s
Even holidays.
with Childresy's H

corlitions when
physician s oty

<hild's physician

Call827-7940 for

always have phio
+uembers
heudy for

of Mt
Evonl

ERr—

@ ERE N b M At abed

e ol ot Wiasvenm bt e Wb B 4 L 10

nihared it
Py v

on

Kevorkian.

"STEVEN KAPLAN would do a better job, bringing more
civility to the prosecutor's office without sacrificing the
toughness that county voters expect and need."

OAKLAND COUNTY NEEDS A
SMARTER, TOUGHER PROSECUTOR!

"We face a greater danger to our
personal safety from convicted
eriminals, like serial-killer Leslie
Allen Williams, than from Dr. Jack

Detroit Free Press

ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR

LEGAL SCHOLAR-
COMMUNITY LEADER

Puring the evening. On woekeswds.
Staffed by pediatricians affiliated

the center handles ton-emergency

tothe center, we'll provide your

report sohie o she can continue
treatmment, if tooessary.

Our centter is located on The Detroit
Modical Center's Lalser Campuss st
27207 Lahser Road, Suite 20),just
rorthof Eleven Mile Rd. in Southfield.

Weekdays: 6 p.a-11 pm.
Weekends/Holidays: 1 pm.-9 pm.
No appointment is necessary.

Call 345-5000xl
card, Carry it with

" = .
wfierhours™ \ .. ’
child care.
Wirse Sute Usarrity
l !I ! l- Chlldv::r 's Hospital
Pediatric Centar . N
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My opponent, Richard Thompson,
could have, but did not, use the courts
to block Williams' early parole.
Williams' early release by the Parole
Board led to horrendous personal
losses for his victims' families and a
tragedy for us all,

The incumbent prosecutor should
not have wasted taxpayers' money
prosecuting Dr. Kevorkian when
Michigan law does not make assisted
suicide a crime.

I'm proud that my record and my
experience have earned for me many,
many endorsements, including law
enforcement individuals and
organizations, such as the Police
Officers Association of Michigan and
the Michigan Association of Police.
They know I will enforce the law,

wisgely and eﬂ'echvely

noed “ufter hours.”
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M Assistant Prosecutor, Macomb County,
since 1986, Felony Trial Division;
succassvully prosecuted 24 capita! cases.

W Statf Attomoy, Court of Appeals, 1985-86

W Research Attomey, Michigan Court of

Appeals, 1982-83.

W Judicial Clork, Oakland County Circuit
Court, 1978-82.

B Adjunct Assistant Professor, Mercy College
of Detroit, 1985-90.
W Trustee, Oakland Coumy Law Library
Foundation, 1984.

med. g‘! Du’l:f:(t:rs,1 \é\l County Neighborhood

W Hearing Officer, At y Disclpline Board,
1987-present; Master, 1983-present.

R Board of Directors, HAVEN Domestic
Violence Shalter, Pontiac.

M Board of Dnreclors. Common Ground,
Bimingham, 1986

W Trustee, Southheld Schoo‘ Board, 1967-
present; President of the Board, 1990-92..

W Board of Directors, Students Against Drunk
Driving, 1987 1993,
Board of Directors, Substance Abuse Inf.
Center, Fraser, 1890-present.

W Author of twenty-four published articles in
legal and educational journals.

B Juris Doctor, Honors Graduate, Detroit
College of Law, 1981.

Rared "Well Qualified” by Civic
Searchlight. Endorsed by more
than 800 attorneys and retired
judges in the Tri-County area.




