The Observer/ MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1992

IN CONCERT

Monday, Nov. 2

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Awin's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt,

832:2355

MIDWEBT SHOWCASE

Featuring Righer, Hope Orchestra, Mirtor/
Mirror, Night and Nu Hipples as pant of the
Thiid Annual Detroit/Midweast A&R Show.
case ot The Hayloft Liquor Stand, 140 N,
Gratiot, Mount’ Ciemens, Performances
stort a1 8:30 p.m,

468-1010

Tuesday, Nov. 3

SAMIAM

With Bent, st 5t Andrev's Hall, 431 E.
Congsess, Detrait,

961-MELT

CHISEL BROTHERS WITH THORNETTA
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit.

832-2355

Do

Blind Pig. 208 S. Fiist, Ann Arbot.
996-8555

MIDWEST SHOWCASE

Featunng Duce, Kcry Clark, RH Factors,

Ten Lost Tribes and The Geek MC as part
2l Di Mid AR

SASON MACCAULEY BERRY

With Java Dog. at GaT's Grll, 49 N. Sagl-
naw, Pontiac.

334.9292

MISSIONARY STEW

3D Club, [B15 N, Maln, Royol Oak.
589-3344

FIRSYLIGHT
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ana Arbor,
996.2748

DROP HAMMER

;rn‘e‘ Marguee, 8139 E. Scven Mile, De-
ot

366-8633

KINQ BROTHERS
The Ak, 6375 Maln, Ann Arbor,
761-1451

ROLAND B

‘With Restroom Poets, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Datroit,

832.2355

DROP HAMMER
m?‘ Marguee, 8139 E. Soven Mile, De-
rait.

Showcase ot The Hayloft Liquor Stand,
140 N.Gratiot, Mount Clemens, Perfore
mances start a1 8:30 p.m.

468-1010

Wednesday, Nov. 4

MAGNAPOP

With Wax, 81 St Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detralt,

961-MELT

CAFE ZERO

Gofr's Gnll, 49 N. Sopinaw, Pontiac.
334-9292

VUDU HIPPIES

Blind Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.
996.8555

QARY LUCAS* GODS & MONSTERS
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit,
832.2355

DOUGIE MACLEAN
Tho Ark, 637Y2 Malr. Ann Arbor,
761.1451

SCOTT STERN AND THE TRUST

Doug's Body Shop, Woodward Avenue,
south of Nine Mile Road, Ferndale.
398:1940

FULL MOOK RISIRQ

Rick's Cale, 611 Church, Ann Abol.
9962748

Thursday, Nov. 5§

PATO BANTON
Blind ﬁ;' 208 S. First, Ann Arbor,
996-8555

Athens revisited: Uh oh.
Address of Athens, Ga.,
Michael Stipe invited them
to play on a showease . . .
Could we be talking about
another R.E.M. clone? No
way."Magnapop embrace a
classic pop sensibility but
have a grungy side to them.
See for yourself Wednes-
day, Nov. 4, at St. An-
drew’s Hall, 431 E. Con-
gress, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call 961-MELT.

With Smoke and Psivate Toys, at Pay-
chi , 2932

Cantr, Homtramek,

874.0254

Friday, Nov. 6

8LOT
With Don Cabaliero, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Detrolt.

832.2355

THE BEAD BAND

Gdif's Giilt, 49 N. Soglnaw, Pontiac.
334-9292

KI88 ME SCREAMIN(
With Thundesham
Jacob, Hamtramek.
875-6555

a

holr, ot Lit's, 2930
FIRSTLIGHT
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2748

SWEEY TEEXE
The Ritz, 17580 Frazho, Rosevillo,
778-8150

1P80 FACTO

With Chuckichead, at The Majestic, 4140
Woodward, Detrolt.

833-9700

MOTHER'S ARMY

The Martquee, 8139 E. Seven Mile, De-

DEADBEAY SOCIETY

The Ark, 637% Maln, Ann Arbor.
7611451

L4 HEID TRIO

Birg of Parodise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Ar-
bor.

662-8310

BUTLER TWINS

QClub, 29 5. Snginaw, Pontlac.
33a.7411

JASON D, WILLIAMS
Sully's, 4758 Greenfleld, Dearbom.
843— 1920

SUN MESSENGERS
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Ardor.
996.8555

PRAXIS
With Crabby Jocks, at Finney's Pub, 3865
‘Woodward, Detroit.

8318070

wia

Cross Street Statlon, 511 W. Cross, Ypsl-
ot

485-5050

ELAN BANK
With Machine Guna Kelly and The Pains,
, 2932 Canift,

By LARRY O’CONNOR
Srary WriTERt

In the Thunderharp Choir cir-
cle, there is musical savvy, an
artistic vision and a whole lot of
history.

The latter, though, is what in-
itinlly intrigues one.

‘Thunderharp Choir b

-

years chasing major record deals with those
bands, they’ve settled down to focus more on
the creative aspects of their music,

commercial expccmtiuln‘s, the

in writ-

Thundes boomers: Graham Strachan (top left), Christine McCall, Don Didonato, Ron Vensko (lower left) and
Jason Kuehn are intent on making Thunderharp Choir compelling creatively as well as entertaining.

Choir captures creative harmony

The core of Thunderharp Choir features an
amalgamation of two defunct local outfits Robb
Roy and Jugglers and Thieves, After several

year ago, Kuehn and Strachan ~
decided to take the notion fur-
ther, They included regular ses-

BILL SCIWAB.

married Kuehn. “It was bard for

mo to do it without the expecta-

tion of this big prize. That
hed m: PR v

sion member d on

Venske (formerly of EFX) and

bassist Don Didenato.
I

Y 24
Originality is the focal point
now, Thundetharp Choir blends

1ly, McCall provided oc-
cosional hackground vocals but
has since moved to the front to
share lead singing duties with

tr 8

ing and developing a new sound
that is self-described 08 “be-
tween olternative and pop, be-
tween grunge and grace, heavy
melody, harmony and guitar.”

Thunderharp Choir has a
fc g casgette, “That Sink-

Jason Kuehn and Graham Stra-
chan were the creative tandem
of the highly acclaimed local
outfit Robb Roy, which spent a
considerable amount of re-
sources and energy in pursuit of
a record deal. When that fell
apart, so did the band.

Likewise, Christine McCall
fronted the equally ambitious,
though & little more crunchy
sounding Jugglers and Thieves.
They, too, were felled by the di-
sillusionment of high cxpecta-
tions and low retums.

One looks for the scars, but
they're not there,

Freed from the treadmill of

ing Feeling,” planned for relcase
this month followed by a CD re-
lease in January “Hope and
Gloria.”

“It's a fresh start, yes,” said
McCall, whose hair is shorter
and is barcly recognizable in
jeans and a sweater from her
mystic days when she sang in
Jugglers and Thieves.

Thunderharp Choir was barne
more out of concept than con-
scription. The band was initial-
1y a loose collection of guest mu-
sicians from Robb Roy, Jugglera
and Thieves and other bands
performing one off gigs.

When Robb Roy broke up a

There is sentiment this is
what they should have been
doing all along.

Strachon ond Kuehn say
Robb Roy became one-dimen-
sional, blinded by the lure of the
ever-clusive record deal. As a re-
sult, their creativity waned.

“You kind of pander,” Stra-
chan seid. “We spent $1,000
just sending people to New York
and LA to shop us to the record
companies, All said and done,
.rluy and 1 have nothing to show

or it.”

*“A lot of Robb Roy was shake
your butt and party,” Kuehn
added. “We weren’t ag bad as
some bands, and not that It
wasn'tfun. . ."

McCall expresses similar feel-
ings about Jugglers and
‘Thieves,

“I learned a lot of what these
guys did, going for the big record
deal,” snid McCall, who recently

in instruments such
a8 dulcimer, violins and brushes
on a tom tom drum for textural
effects on songs such as the
Celtic sounding “Home.” But
the band can call on its acute
u:ick‘n'mll instincts when need-
ed.

Kuchn and Strachan are prol-
ific songwriters, but their lyrica
are from different perspectives.

Strachan, who admita there's
been a great deal of turmoil in
his personal life in the past year,
carves out more introspective,
brooding numbers. Kuehn,
who's still brimming in the
newlywed glow, tends to churn |
out, spiritually uplifting songa,

“Once we changed over, I had
a rough couple of years,” Stra- |
chan said. “I slowed down a bit. |
We'll have times we're nothing |
is clicking. ~

“Right now, we have a lot of
things happening.”

Thunderharp Choir will per-
form with Kiss Me Screaming
Friday, Nov. 6, at Lili's, 2930
Jacob, Hamtramck. For infor- |
mation, call 875-6555.

Sundays: A month’s worth of indelible pop : -

The
1980 debut,
“Reading, Writ-

made. But Wheeler's angelic,
heavenly (pull out all the c!;'lcst.iu!

ing. (Dovid Geffen Company)

“p ot

ing and Arithme-
tie,” was splen-
did, arresting
and cherished.
One wondered,
though, if the

at Py
8740254
Saturday, Nov. 7

e —
NEY

With Clawhammer and Eugenius, ot 51,

Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detrolt.

961-MELT

VIC CHESNUT

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit.

832:2355

THE HYPROTICS

with Rockdaddy, ot Griff's Grill, 49 N. So-
gnow, Pontiac.

334.9292

VUDUHIPPIRS

With Have Nats, at Lili's, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramck.

875.6555

DCDRIVE
The Rz, 17680 Frazho, Roseville.
7788150

British pop
o-céﬁzg; Land’s light, Nu-
—————— traswoet musical
tact actuolly carried enough emo-
tional weight to sce it through a
second album or would a good
wind scatter it into oblivion?
The doubts are .hunlcdly

) vocals are cap '3
and reveal yearning, angst and
resolution in a single emotive
breath,

She can single-handedly take &
simple and seemingly lyrically in-
ert number like “Love” to the pre-
cipice of emotional longing.

Gavurin still has the tendency
to lapse into Cocteau Twina-style
space-age strafing — obvioualy to
coincide with Wheeler's sancti-
fied vocals. His better moments,

for the People,”
R.E.M.:Rumor has it the initial
inspiration for forming this mega-
successful group was to make an
album merely approaching the
pubtle brilliance of Van Morri-
son’s 1968 epic “Astral Weeks.”

This is possibly as close as any-
one could hope.

Nowhere in their vast catalogue
of alternative fare has the Athens,
Ga., foursome produced an album
this cohesive in tone, yet 8o

4 )

though, come when he's g

turmoil

in stark, penaive acoustic

hed with their gl 1y rap-
turous follow-up, “Blind,”" on Da-
vid Geffen Company records.

To their credit, the creative
tandem of vocalist Harriet Wheel-
er and guitarist Dave Gavurin ha-
ven't bowed to naysayers. Instead,
they've honed in and refined their
well-documented strengths,

Lyrically, this is still largely the
stuff from which fluffy clouds are

such a8 in the pene-
trating “Life ond Soul” and
“Blood on My Hands,”

He cven takes an acoustic stab
at one of the Rolling Stanes’ bet-
ter written pleces, “Wild Horses,”
which Wheeler can'’t seem to pro-
pet out of the morass of dormant
nostalgia.

The Sundays frailties, though,
makes them all the more endear-

ovi ing in
your cheat feels like caving at
times.

“Automatic for the People”
{Warner Bros,) is the antithesis of
the jangly guitar pop synthesis
R.E.M. defined for a generation of
imitators.

At times, Peter Buck’s acoustic
strumming and clectric jabs be-
come a_heart race for sanity in
maze of pain and bitter introapec-
tion. Stipe's vocals are restrained,

almost dead panned. M

The result is often a hard thud:
which penetrates the most vulner~
able part of psyche as evidenced
in the mournful “Try Not to
Breathe,” By contrast, “Ignores
land” is a searing reaction to the
palitically myopic proceedings of
the past 12 years, H

But it’s the wistful melancholy
weaving its way through “Auto-
matic” that offers refuge. Num<
bers such as the lighthearted sa<
lute to the comedic genius of
Andy Kaufman in “Man on thq
Moon" puta things into perspecs
tive and is a welcomed respite
from an otherwise heavy album:
(Warner Bros.) N

(Untitled 4-Song EP), Cop
Shoot Cop: New York industrial
nolsemnakers return spewing grim,
apocolyptic imeges designed: to
make the listless masses shudder
in tracks such as “Nowhere” and
“We Shall Be Changed”. .

In times of strife, woman discovers inner-strength’

Denr Barbara,

Remember
me? Well, here 1
am ogain, this
time to say
thanks for all the
help this column
has given me, I
wrote to you last
year requesting
advice about
whether or not to
stay married to
my husband. He hagd recently en-
tered a drug treatment program
and was successfully kicking his
habit, but 1 could see that there
was little real change in his basic
personality. He was no more able
to be intimate or fun without
drugs than he hod been with
them,

" Another woman then wrote to

BARBARA
SCHIFF

say she hod a similar situntion
with her hushand and had “set-
tled” for it. While I understand
and respect her decision and the
reasons for it, I also know that I
could not make that type of situa-
tion work for me. I would just
continue to be discontented, un-
happy and feel empty inside.

1am glad the other reader made
the decision which worke for her,
and she waa absolutely right
about many of the comments she
made, such as “there’a no guaran-
tee the second time around.” I've
come to accept that for me it's “no
pain, no gain,” and ¥ am willingto
risk the pain of divorce and all the
uncertainty of what my future will
hold in order to give myself a
chance at a happier life, Certain.
ly, it is a great risk and contains
no guarantee, but for mo it be-

came a risk [ had no cholee but to
take.
1 am at a place in my life that I
m healthier, both onall

Realizing this about myself
helped me find the strength and
courage to ask for a divorce from
my husband. It will be final next

a
and physically, and more com-
plete as a human being than 1
have ever been before. Thank God
u[xgm {s some advantage to getting
older. ,

When I met my husband, I had
only one need coming aut of the
war zone of an alcoholic/violent
family system: make me feel safe.
Now, 156 yedrs later, I am thank-
fully aware of so many other
needs for trust, respect,
Hivgns dship and inti

year. 1 know my marriage was
completely over when my hus-
band very emphatically told me
“there was no drug addiction, no
d just a \
problem end I have taken care of
that.” I couldn’t believe my cars.

1t really was THE MOMENT. I
realized that's fine for him if
that's his reality but I could not
accept it after living with the ef-
fecta of his drug use for 13 years
and } ing what it cost me in

with a partner. For someone to
tense mo and puzzle me and to
share passion and excitement
with, Someone I can be mysell
with. For me, these arc the keys to
happiness.

terms of trust and respect.
Strangely, even though this is a
very difficult and painful time (I
do feel emotionally drained), I am
also aware of being stronger in a
1ot of ways than I've ever been be-

fore. I've enrolled in a divorce re-
covery workshop, am losing
weight, meditating, growing spir-
itually, i friendahi

that, I am doing my very best to
take the situation and make it

ete,

Even though things are the pits
right now, I really do trust that I
won't be “here” at this place for-
ever. I trust that if I do all the
*“right” things, which I am, even-
tually I will find myself in a much

work for my .
Warm ds from Me agnin
Dear "Me Again,” :

Congratulations! Every now
and then I thank letter writers for
decpening my respect and appre-
ciation of people. Such letters
help me to feel good about this
ob. . :

Dbetter place, perhaps a better job,

place in my llfe than I ever
dreamed possible. T expect to find
happincss.

And in the midst of this sorrow,
a lot of wonderful things have
hiappened: loving support from so
many I‘riends,J financial help l‘rpm

Barbara:

If you have a question ar 6 com~
ment for Barbara Schiff, a trained
therapist and experie) cour-
selor, send it to Street Sense, Ob-
server & Eccentric .Neuupnpen,

an saurce, di 'Y
obout myself, cte, It really is true
that it's not what happens in life,
it's what you make of it. Knowing

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150
You can also leave o message
dialing 953-2047 on o touch-tone
phone than mailbox number 1877




