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Over at last

Some post-election thoughts

5 it over yet? Al yes, if this is Thursday,

Nov. 5, then Election ‘92 must finally be

history. And, we must adimit, we feel ns

though we're peeking outside after the pas-
sage of o grent Dlizzard. 1t's just been o different
kind of snow juh,

A purapheased “Mikado ight say it this
wiy: ", . . forthe campaigns huve been long,
dlitto-clitto the politicians’ song, and thank
goodness they're both of them over.”

Anyway, today we're thishing up some adids
and ends and aftermath from the election just

pust.
G fectora,

“There are some people ot the city halls
who deserve Jots of eredit, This year, for the
[iest time, they agreed to moke public the re-
sults of the mock elections in the Farmington-
area high schouls brfore e real election ook
place.

“I'he mock election was Page 1 news in lost
Monday’s Farmington Observer. The students,
Ty the way, went tor Bill Clinton for presicdent.

Someane should alvo get eredit for including
Merey High, the all-girl purochial school, in the
mock eleetions for the first time this year, The
lust time we checked, Merey was in Farmington
Hills.

ool show . . . way tego. . . tipofthe uld

Obscenity rules

nother awkward atterapt to censor read-

A ing materinl and movies will be tuken up

in Michigan’s House of Representatives

when it reconvenes.,

‘This time, self-appointed moralists ure hid-

ing behind Senate Bill 1044, which they hope

will accomplish what they themselves have

found i ble: the lation of 1
plicit material,

“I'ne Legislature needs to be reminded again
that it is not the state’s job to determine what
children should or should not see — that is the
job of a mother and father. When the child at-
tains the age of majority, it’s the child’s own
responsibility — and right.

ex-

Senate Bill 1044 already has passed the Sen-
ate. The bill, scemingly written to be purposely
obtuse and confusing, basically would prohihit
the distribution of any sexually explicit hook,
magazine, newspaper, movie or video within
1,010 feet of an area frequented by minors.

“That doesn't soun too bad, on its surface.
What could be wrong with prohibiting adult
hookstores from popping up next to elementary
schools and pinball arcades?

Simple. The bill doesn't define “sexually ex-
plicit.” Local communities would be given the
autharity to make that decision.

That meuns each community could have dif-
ferent standarcds for what is and is not “ob-
seene,” o word that has defied definition for
seveen] decades by the best minds in our coun-

Uy,
11 this il is allowed tu become law, it would

We don't really know why the results of the
stuclent vote was withhield in years past, Maybe
tho pols didn’t want the kids influencing their
parents, Well, at least now they're doing it

right.

A the Onkland Press deserves a kind word
o two for the endorsement chart it pub-

lighed lost Sunduy.

I'he chart listed how tand who) several news-
papers — includitg ours — endarsed in most of
the national, state, county and loeal races. It
wais nn interesting wrapup for those who won-
dered who got what endorsement.

"Phe daily is to he thanked for showing that
other pupers also participate in the process.
T — taking your opponent ta court.

1 was tried by two local folks. Juck
MeDonald went 1o court (o Lry to stop opponent
Marla Parker's cable TV uds, but a judge shot
down his request, Hills resiclent Richard DeV-
ries did the same with the loeal school honrd to
stop what he saw as an official effort to heat
Proposal C, the “Cut and Cap.” There was a
settlement.

Let’s hape that when people go “courting” an
office, they stick to specches and Jawn signs.

Plense leave the lawyers and judges out of it.

s long as we're in our “atta-hoy” mode,

here seems to be o new campaign tactic

not state’s job

be possible (o rent o video that passes stand-
arcs in Birminghaw, drive home to Troy and be
found in violation of T'roy's obscel tatute,

The bill also doesn't detine “areas feequented
by minors.” That, too, is left to local communi-
ties.

Multiplex movie theaters would me war
zones. "The Care Bears go to Venus™ might be
showing in Cinema One. but “Fatal Attraction™
(o} rizht across
3 juenting an
if vou bezht tickets for“Fa.

1y

tal Attraction.”

The Little Professor hookstare in downtown
Plymouth, which sells comic baoks and maga-
2zines such as Vanity Fair twhich recently did an
in-depth report on Madonna's new hook), could
be defined as an area frequented by minors as
well. That could farce the haakstare cither to go
underground or pull its capies of anything
deemed “abscene” by lacal standards,

The bill could scramble signals an television
programming. You could be able to watch a
steamy miniseries on CBS based on a national
hestseller if you live in Garden City, but not in
Redford, if community standards wouldn't al-
low that sort of material inside the township.

“I'he lesson once again is simple: One cannot
legislate morality, and one should not ask the
Legistature to step in and do the job of o parent.

In this trendy age of getting government off
the backs of citizens, it scems only in keeping to

ask parents to step in and shoulder their re-
sponsibility, instead of hoping politicians will
do their jobs for them.

QUESTION:

Wil you be

happy when

the election

is finally

over?

We asked this

question on ‘Yes. It's been ‘Definitely. I'm "t sure will be. I'm | 'Of course. It

election eve at dirty politics . . . | justtired of it. sick and tired of goes on 1o long.

the Farm Hills too much back- You know it's all all the bull.* It shoutd go no

doughnut shop. biting.* lies." Fred Barnos | longer than six

Marle Clark Larry Rogors Livonia | months.'
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From this cortooutsts vievmoint ... nice timing B!

LETTERS

Edit ‘offensive’

his revised letier is written in response to

your editorinl of Thursday, Sept. 17, re-

garding Red Ribbon Month, which we
tound highly olfensive.

The breakfust planned for Sept. 24 was a
“Student” breakfust, not a *Kids" breakfast as
you called it.

1t was held in September so students would
have time to go back to their respective schools
and generate activity for October.

The process of selection and criterin of stu-
dents was determined by the principals.

The breakfast took a great deal of thought,
time and organization and we hoped it would be
a positive experience for those attending.

You referred to Eric Worley as the “mystery
man." We felt any additional information to
what was given you would be an intrusion to his
privacy.

FFIA may be “grass roots,” but we feel we are
well-urganized and have always tried to be pro-
fessional,

Voters unable to change system

's tempting to sit back, now that the elec-
tion is over, secure in the assumption that
the angry voters once and for all have fixed
what ails our politics.
Not! Our political system is still very deeply
flawed regardless of the outcome of Tuesday's
voting.

We still suffer in Michigan from a political
system which sustains a class of careerist poli-
ticians who consider their life’s work to
and hold office. That system is still infested by
political action committees and Jobbyists who
dominnte contributions to obscenely expensive
campnigns, mostly on behalf of incumbents.

‘This combination — careerist politicians and
rich single interests — has created a politics of
corruption (through vote buying, thinly dis-
puised as “access™) and of gridlock {through the
blocking veto power held by any one single in-
terest).

What this election proves, if anything, is that
we still need to ereate in Michigan a serious
political reform movement.

Such a movement would have a short but far-
reaching agenda:

We have too many earcerist politicians. Term
limitation might cure by amputation some of
the worst abuses. But we have done nothing
about making most legislative jobs part-time,
And we have done little to encourage citizen
politicians who consider running for office an
important, but secondary, civic obligation.

Our are b 1y ex-
pensive, thereby inviting campaign contribu-
tion abuses, We did nothing on T'wesday Lo con-
sidler public financing for political campaigns.
Nor did we do anything to explore whether the
companies which own radio and television sta-
tions should be required Lo donate some air
time in equal amounts to incumbent and chal-
lenger.

Qur lawmaking, particularly in Lansing, is

For the past nine years, we have strived to
promote positive approaches te the problem
through education and awareness to both
adults and adolescents.

‘I'he problem is hardly any adults show up.

As n matter of fuct, we are the only volunteer
group in our community consistently address-
ing this problem,

We wonder why you have such a negative at-
titude regarding our efforts.

Betty Nicolay, board chairperson, FFIA
S

Oplnions are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your
own words, We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number,

Letters should be maited to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336.

infested with lobbyists who represent single in-
terests wielding the business end of a check-
book. Tuesday’s results did nothing to put teeth
in our campaign finance disclosure law or on
the officchelder expense accounts which offer
such a convenient receptacle for lobbyist gener-
osity.

Our government is ineffective, concerned
mainly with top-d latory mi
ment and blocked by the veto power of interest
groups from serious, coherent policy making.
Tuesday's vote did nothing Lo (orce a serious
rethinking of the ways in which gavernment ap-
crales. '

Voters were justifiably angry during this cam-
paign season. But very little that was decided
on Tucsday will address the root causes of that
anger. -

Here lies o great opening for a coalition of
serious people in Michigan — Republicans,
Democrats, independents, Libertarians, Pe:
tites — to come together to remake our poli

Write me your thoughts, care of this newspa-
per. We'll print your letters and, just maybe, get
going a dialogue that can put the control of sur
politics back in the hands of the people.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper.




