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It’s not out-of-season to think about gardens

sook . Wi ;
€Ak MY garden this
Bﬂ“ week, For me,
“1 this  annual

chore has come
to fee) something
like a ritual,
There I am, on
my knees, pull.
ing up all my
frost-bitten  flo-
wers and vegeta-
bles once again,
— "% cleaning out lef-
tover weeds, sharing my thoughts
one jast time with the sleepy-eyed
toad.

As 1 do this, I always reflect on
gardens past, and 1 see mysell in
the future, working on what art-
jut-writer SARK calls “impossi-
ble gardens.” These gardens don't
exist anywhere except inside my
heart ond head, of course.

But, for the gardener, there's
nothing like the future.

If you've put your own garden
to rest recently, und feel in need
of an antidate {or its absence, here
are some literary pick-me-ups
that will get you laoking forward
to next year's miracles today:

W “Gardening With Friends,” by

Compromise
achieved

on obscenity
standards

\ i H
VICTORIA
DIAZ

BY T1M RICHARD
STAFF WiITER

The state Senate recently
backed down and agreed to “state
standard” instead of “community
standards” in obscenity prosecu-
tions.

“A number of small businesses
sow this (community standards)
as a problem,” said Senate major-
ity leader Dick Posthumus, R-

Ito.

After months of argument, both
chambers agreed in one day on a
compromise version of House Bill
5148. It makes manufacture und
sale of obscene materials a mis-
demeanor punishable by uptoaa
year in prison and a fine of
$100,000.

The bill covers looks, maoga-
zines, mnewspapers, pamphlets,
pictures, movies, photos, video-
tapes, audio tapes and computer
tapes.

It daes not apply to television
and eable TV, which are federally
regulated, or to colleges, Jibraries
and public art museums, Clerks
in stotes sclling obscene material
would also be exeluded.

‘The House passed the bill 94 to
1. All arco lowmaokers voted yes
except John Bennett, D-Redford,
Gordon Sparks, R-Troy, and
Wilfred Webb, D-Hezel Park,
who missud the vote.

A louder and longer battle oc-
cured in the Senate, which passed
the mensure 34 to 3 with all arca
senators voting yes.

“After two years of working an
this, I felt the amendment (state
standards) cffectively gutted the
bill," protested Sen. Jack Wel-
born, R-Kalamazea,

State standards are too easy for
defense: attorneys to rip holes in,
said Welborn, He cited a fother
who committed incest with his
dnughter after foreing her to read
porn books entitled “Just Daddy
ond Mc* and “Make Room for
Daddy,” convincing the 10-year-
old that father-daughter sex wos
the norm.

Joining Welborn _in voting no
were Sens. Doug Carl, R-Utica,
and Gil DiNello, D-Clinton
‘Township, and Rep. Lyn Jondahl,
D-Ckemos.

But Sen. Debbie Stabenow, R-
Lansing, said community stand-
ards can give inconsistent results,
citing the Florida prosectuions of
2 Live Crew,

“The band was found not guilty
in ane area of singing an obscene
song, but the record store owner
was found guilty of selling an ob-
wcene record,” Stabenow snid.

Bookstore owners and enter
tainment businesses did heavy
lobbying against the i
standards phrase.

“These censorship bitls would
create separate communities in
cach of Michigan's 57 cirenit
courts and allow each to define its
own obscenity standards rather
than one standard for the entirc
state which is the current law.

“What results is a patchwork
quilt of inconsistent standards
that makes it virtually impossible
to distribute any movie, book,
record, magazie or newapaper on a
statewide basis.”

They also argued that “main-
stream businesses” don't deal in

Guorgl{ Schenk (218 pp., Hough-
ton Mifflin, $19.95). This is a gar-
dening book with a difference, a
gardener who marches to a differ-
ent drum,

George Schenk, a former Scat-
tle nursery owner, has no property
of his own now but each year trav-
els the world tending other pro-
ple's gardens in exchonge for com-
panionship, meals and o roof over
his head. These ate his memoirs
as he journeys from the American
and Conadian Pacific Northwest
to the Philippines to exotic New
Zealand, Most of his clients are
personal friends, themselves non-
gardeners.

Schenk is nothing if not candid.
Fram the start, he frankly admits,
“How intermingted are people
and plants in the life of a garden-
er, or 50 1 find it. I could nat, if [
tried, place one or the other first
in my world,”

Though that may sound rather
strange, ] found this to be one of

the warmest, friendliest, most-in-
sightful journals 1've come acroas
in a long time,

M “Invitation to the Garden: A
Literary and Photographic Cele-
bration,” edited by Ferris Cook
(239 pp., Stewart Tabori and
Chang, $45). For the holidays,
give this book to a gordener you
love. Or a baok lover you love. Or
just about anybody you love. (Or,
by all means, put it on your own
Wish List.) It's o little pricey but
Christmas comes but once a year
and this {s an absolutely splendid

squash in “The Old Manse,” you
simply haven't yet appreciated
squash properly, And the same
goes for onions if you don’t know
Pablo Neruda’s “Ode to an
Onion.” other stand-outs here in-
clude H.G. Wells' short story,
“The Flowering of the Strange Or-
chid,” Colette's “The Ways of
Wistaria" and Alice’s spirited ex-
change with the flowers in Lewis
Carroll’s “Through the Looking
Glass.”

Photos were shot in gardens
h hout the world.

erention, werth treasuring for al-
ways.

{t’s not just a large collection of
pretty pictures of pretty flowers
and plants. Every colorful phote
has been shot by specialists in
garden photography, and each
gorden image is accompanied and
enhanced on the page opposite by
a related literary work.

Il you've never read
Hawthorne's comments on

@ “C.Z. Guest's 5 Scasons of Gar-
dening,” by C.Z. Guest with pho-
tos by Elvin McDenald (176 pp.,
Bulfinch Press, $29.95).

“I've nlways felt having a gor-
den is like having a good and loy-
al friend,” writes sward-winning
gardener Guest. “All the love and
tender care you put into it will be
returned.”

Okay, so you don’t own a great
estate like Guest’s Templeton in

0ld Westbury, Long Island. So
you're a little shorter on acrenge
than she is. So you can't pay any
professional gardeners to help you
dig in the dirt. This delectable
hook ie stiil bursting with great
idens you can adapt to your own
lfestyle. Guest's contagious en-
thusinsm for “getting thee job
done” is delightfully motivating.

The fifth scason of gardening,
Dy the way, is the holiday season,
a time of year when Guest fills her
home with flowers from her own
goarden ond greenhouses. The se-
cret to it all, she contends, is in
orgonization. “Ceezie” runs a
tight ship.

Dazzling photos of Templeton
and the gardens are all in color,
M “One Men's Garden,” by Henry
Mitchell (262 pp., Houghton Miff-
lin, $21.95). On the other side of
the fence in regard to this highly
arganized, welt-assisted gorden-
ing thing is Washington Post co-
lumnist Henry Mitchell. “Be-

cause we have no hired help, and
because I am sloppy . . ., the gar-
den usuaily looks terrible . . .,"
he writes.

Maybe. Moybe not. (The book
contains no photos.) But Mitch-
¢ll's love for his “routine town
garden” is obvious hcre. Even
better, he hos great fun with it,
and great fun telling us about it
on these pages.

“Like youth, horse manure goes
all too qulckly,” he says, reflect-
ing on a treasured gift some gen-
erous friend once gave him at
Christmas, “Before you've got
started good, it'a gone and you
wonder haw it went 80 fast.”

The same could be said for gar-
dens.

Victoria Diaz of Livonia tracks
the books and literary industry.
You can lcave o message by dial-
ing 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, then her maitbox number,
1854,

Mom's stuck In traffic.

Dad's at the football game.
The kids are who krows where.
Il your family has trouble staying in
touch, Ameritech Mobile makes it
easier with the new Family Pack. 1t's the only
plan with special discount rates just for families  Mob!
with two or more mobile phones.

L

KEEP THE COST OF FAMILY COMMUNIATIONS DOWN-TO-EARTH.

THE FIRST

TRULY AFFORDABLE
MOBILE PHONE PLAN
SPECIALLY PRIGED

FOR FAMILIES.

Connect with the leader.

AMERITECH MOBILE

Shouldn't everyone in your
family have Ameritech Mobile?
Minimum 1 year contract on
Ameritech Mobile service
required. Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-800-MOBILE-1 or your nearest Ameritech
ile dealer for details on the affordable new
Family Pack. Only from Ameritech Mobile.

NTRODUCING THE =
AMERITECH MOBILE
FAMILY PACK.

ca11-800-MOBILE-1
or the Ameritech Moblle dealer near yo:
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child pornography or obscenity.




