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Schools watch high school bubble

By CaseY HANS
STAFF WHITER

In looking at the financial fu-
ture of the Farmington Public
Schools, officials said they are
concerned about a large bubble of
students which will enter high
school in the coming years.

They are discussing possible
building additions, and where
they will get the moncy to build
them.

Between the years 1994 and
1996, enrollment at the three high
schools is expected to exceed
building capacity, according to in-
formation from the district. Al-
thaugh total high school cnroll-

. ment counts for this fall total

. 2,999, projections show that figure

" could rise to 3,080 by 1993 and as
high us 3,491 by 1996, .

The current building capacity
ia just under 3,300 students, con-

M ‘Sooner or later, we have to add space. The

bubble Is coming.’

Michael Flanagan
schools superintendent

sidering an average class size of
5

5.
“The situation is certainly a lit-
tle scary when you look at this,”
goid building and student scr-
vices director Don Cowan. He
added that the overall middle
school and elementary school ca-
pacitics are projected to handle
the expected number of students
in the next few yeara,
Superintendent Michae! Flana-
gan said the school board may
want to consider a bond issue for
the additions, or use some ear-
marked in a Building and Site

VOte from page 1A

Fund money to handle it. “Sooner
or later, we have to add space,” he
suid, “The bubble is coming.”
Cowan predicted that the cight
or nine portuble classrooms now
used ot overcrowded middle
schools and el y schools

space. Teacher,

rativs have also declined, requir-
ing more classroom space, offi-
cinls note.

Flanagan said he is unsure that
upgrading the high schools will
mean an vddition of a traditional
wing of classrooms., That would
have to be determined, he said,
after looking at some of the cur-
riculum changes currently under
way at the schools.

On a related issue, Cowan re-
ported that the district’s “open

will be able to be used at the high
schools over the next few ycars.
Although high scheol enroll-
ments are much lower than in
years pnst, districts like Farming-
ton have added a number of “spe-
cialty rooms” including computer
labs and student television stu.
dios which reduces traditionnl

" policy at the three
high schools, which offers stu-
dents a choice of where to attend
school but caps enrollment at
each school, has helped to bal.
ance enroliments.

He snid because of that, there

may be openings at all three
schools next year.

1993 and 4 mills to expire in 1994,
But increases in school income
were limited to the rate of infla-
tion by the 1978 Headlee Amend-
ment,

The new, consolidnted mensure
wauld expire in the year 2001
The district’s next_renewal clee-
tion would likely ¢ considered in
1996 for tax rates that would ex-
pire in 1995 and 1997,

‘The hoard is expected to set n
tax rate election date and decide
on ballot language at its next reg-

ular mecting,

Superintendent Michae! Flana-
gan said Farmington would be
unusual by separating the ballot
proposals. Most districts, he said,
attempt to gain back the entire
original authorized tax rates — in
Farmington’s case that would be
14 mills for the three years — by
using one Dballot issuc for a
Headlee override.

“Most districts tend to go back
for the full amount,” he told the
Doard. “You would already be tak-

ing a more responsible position
thon most boards™ in going with
the two-issue ballot,

Farmington officials  polled
other Qakland County school dis-
tricts and found that in six, all tax
authorizations come due at one
time, three have split their tax nu-
thorizations into two Llocks, and
two have staggered tax rates simi-
lar to Farmington.

Board members had mixed re-
action to the proposal,

“Putting all the eggs in one

basket gives us a much better po-
sition with the publie,” said trus-
tee Suson Rennels, “If we do de-
cide to consolidnte . . . it's going
to toke o very activist board to
sell it

Board secretary Joseph Svoke
said he is concerned with the pub-
lic's perception of any tax. “It
makes sense to consobidate, but
you run a bigger risk,” he said.
“My biggest concern is that, is
this really a good Lime to do the
initial consolidation?”
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DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE WITH YOUR DENTURES?

Although [ am a general dentist, nota
specialist. 1 have treated denture
wearers and their probiems for over 20
years. 1 may be able to help you, If you
have any of the following problems:
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STORE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sunday 12 noon-6 p.m.

sore spots, poor lower ridge,
sometimes cven no lower ridge,
»foating” lower denture, incorrect blte,
inability to cat propesly, teeth too
short, or unnatural appearance,

No charge for consultation, VISA,

MasterCard, and most insurance
accepted., - R
General 1 fo: and ndults, t

r
x-rays, fillings, cosmetic bonding, extractions, crowns, bridges,
and partlal dentures.

MANUEL J. KANER, D.D.S., P.C.
29911 Wast Six Mile Rd. (Just W. of Middlebelt Rd.) in Livonla
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FAMILY FUN at Borders Novi

TWO HOLIDAY CONTESTS: ENTER NOW!
Nutcracker Drawing Nov. 28 . . . Alaska Vacation Drawing Dec. 12

KIDSTUFF: Meot Amalla Bodelia
And Be as Lovably Literal as She . . . Just Do Exactly as You're Told!
Saturday, November 14, 11 a.m.

NUTCRACKER DRAWING: Win Four Tickots to Tho Nutcracker

(Plymouth Symphony Orchestra and Plymouth-Canton Ballat Company)

Plus Phillida Gili's Nuteracker Pop-Up Book (HarperCollins)
Saturday, Novembor 28, 11 a.m.

KIDSTUFF: SIGN LANGUAGE SANTA CLAUS
Get Your Picture Taken with Saint Nick!
Saturday, Decomber §, 11 a.m. (Sign Language Avnilabl%_Unlil Nopn)

ALASKA VACATION DRAWING: Win a Polar Express,
Be Automatically Entered in Houghton Miflin's Family
Saturday, Dacember 12, 11 a.m.

Boroers Book SHoP

Make A Clear Choice
For Better Vision.

Bcfore RK surgery. Alter R sutgery.

- Radlel and Astigmeatic Keratotomy

Surglcal Correction of Nearsighiedness

If you are MYOPIC (ncarsighted) or have ASTIGMATISM...Have tried contact
lenses with "I"‘I"ch sx:sc-ss ..Mcdhll\[dx-md by glasses either al work, social
or sports activilies...And ate tired of the endless expense of contact lenses
and solytlons.. ITOTOMY (RX) may be of benelt to you!
Calt us foc s FREE CONSULTATION,

Fot mare information or to schedule a ltee consultation with a Metropolit,
Ese Surgeons Physicon, call tinda at 1-800-626-BYES,

Joln us Feiday, November $3th at 6:30 oM.,

We Invite \;lo{
ot 5813 W. Maple Road, Sulte 137, West Bloomlleld. Please bring

glasses or lens prescription with you,

Metropolitan Eye
. Surgeons

Facnad Nacatotomy Specuinty
Cotwact Specaiats
Eys Constimrny

Donald S, Beser, M.D., FA.C.S. and Robert D, Beltman, MD, FACS,

5813 W, Maple Road « Sulte 137 « West Bloomfleld, M1+ 313-855-33406
5728 Whitmore Lake Road » Brighton, MI»313-227-2158




