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By BiLL PARKER
BTare Wrirer

When Walled Lake Western
(10-0) and Romulus (8-2) mcet
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday in the
Class A Region 3 football final
at Western, it will appear cach
team is looking in a mirror.

“These ate two very similar
programs,” sald Romulus coach
Dan Henry. “I played all my
senjors on varsity ms sopho-
mores and so did they. They
play good defense and we play
good defense. They have a good
kicking game and we have o
good kicking game.”

Western conch Chuck Apap
agreed.

“They come out hitting like
we do” he snid. “They play
physical foatball like we do.
‘They run the ball the majority of
the time like we do, They have
good defense like we do. They
have a good kicker like we do.
We match up very well against
them, It's almost like two
clones

Let's compare notes. West-
ern’s leading rusher is 5-foot-10,
205-pound senior Arnie Gillert,
who averages 7.2-yards per carry
with 26 touchdowns, The Ea-
gles’ leading rusher is 5-11, 170-
pound junior Philip Franklin,
who averages 7-yards per carry.
Western's place kicker Travis
Hacqun is deadly from 40 yards
away as is Romulus kicker Jon
Devereaux. The Warriors aver-
age about 30 points per game
while Romulus is averaging 21.

Defensively, the Warriors give
up an average of just 11 points
per game. Western beat North-
ville last week, 23-6, in the state
tournament opener. The Eagles
have recotded three shutouts in
their last four games including a
34.0 waxing of Highland Park in
the tournament opener.

So who has the advantage in
this one? That depends,

Romulus has the edge in emo-
tion. The Eegles starting flank-
er, Chris Evans, died lnst month
in a motorcycle accident. They
have dedicated thcir season to
his memory.

“The kids have had to aver-
come a lot of adversity,” Henry
said.

On paper, Western has the
edpe. Nat only are the Warriors

gridders

meet similar foe

defending their home turf, but
they have a definite size advan-
tage up front. Western's offen-
sive line is made up of four sen-
iors and a junior and averages
230 pounds. Senfor center Steve
Bigham (238 pounds) anchora
the line. Seniors Dwayne Lucas
(205) and Derck Lindsay (232)
arc the guards while scnior
Norm Garmen (228) and junior
Tom Adkins (248) are the start-
ing tackles. Garmen, Bigham
and senior Maft Loebip (232)
anchor the defensive line.

The Romulus front line is an-
chored by senior two-way start-
crs Mike Grube (225) and Rob
Graham (185) and junior Tom
Welch (225),

“We don't have those 240-
paund guys like they do," Henry
said, “We have to be quicker
than them and get to the ball.
Northville did net get good pur-
suit of the ball, We have to get
to the ball or Gillert will get his
usual 200 yards.”

The Warziors will also have to
overcome a bit of adversity
themselves as three stasters will
be on the sidelines at game time.

Hard hitting senior linebacker
Zack Budden — Western's ficld
general on defense — broke his
arm three weeks ago and re-
mains sidelined with a cast.
Senior left tackle Greg Garbacik
suffered a neck injury two wecks
ago and is unable to play. Senior
tightend Tracy Coughlin sus-
tained a severe cut on his hand
Inst week and is lost for the re-
mainder of the season.

“T would feel o Jot better if we
had our three regulars in there,”
Apop said, “But we'll be ready
to go. We have good kids that
will fill in and get it done.”

Junior Eddie Wood has taken
over the fiekd general position
for Budden and hes motured
inte a solid middle lincbacker,
Adkins has filled in admirably
for Garbacik and senior speed-
ster Matt Engott and reliable
junior Seott Palmer will step in
for Caughlin.

“Dan Henry is a good coach
and he has brought a lot of disci-
pline to their program,” Apap
said, “It will be a great football
game. They are No, 2 in the re-
gion and we are No. 1. We'll find
out just how goed we are.”

Shamrocks have rematch withColts

By STEVE KOWALSKI
BrAFF WITER

Ray Dawood said ho was just a
“little guy” In 1985, the last time
Troy and Redford Catholic Cen-
tral met in a Class A football
playoff gome,

Come to think of it, Dawood is
atitl a littlo guy — but this time
he won't bie watching the Troy-CC
playoff matchup from the stands.

Dawood, a 5-foot-8, 176-pound
tailback/defensive back, will be a
key performer in Saturday’s 1:30
pm. Class AA Region 3 final
agoinst favored CC at Pontiac's
Wisner Stadium.

Dowood's brother, Brian, was
one of the defensive heroes in
Troy's 10-0 upset win over CC in
the 85 Class A playoff semifinal.
So talking to his big brother last
weckend was as good as any
scauting report Ray will receive.

CC, which will outweigh Troy
ot almost every position, won the
Class AA title In 1990 and last
year lost in the championship
game to Saginaw Arthur Hill.
Both teams bring 10-0 rccords
into the game,

1 talked to my brother aRer
the Detroit Henry Ford (playoff)
game (a 17-6 victary) and he said
‘Just cause they're big doesn't
mean they're unstoppable,’ ' said
Ray, who has geined 1,189 yards

Ex-players recall last CC-Troy game

By STEVE KOWALSKI
STAFF WRITER

The players’ names have
changed but the circumstances
Jook awfully familiar.

Saturdoy’s Class AA Region 3
football playoff final between
Troy and Redford Catholic Cen-
tral is o rematch of a 1985 Class A
semifinal playoff game ployed at
Allen Park High School.

‘Troy will be an underdog Satur-
day at Pontiac's Wisner Stadium,
just as it was scven years ago
when the two teams met for a
berth in tho Class A finol at the
Pontiac Silverdome.

CC had more tradition, more
all-state players, more size — but
when the {inal gun sounded, the
Shomrocks also had more turn-
overs (six to two) and less points,

Troy, limited to negative yards

rushing, won 10-0, scoring in the

GRAND RIVER CATERED LIVING

“When

medications,

shopping
and other
services.

Our catered living program al-
lows many seniors to continue to
live busy active lives. We help by
providing a broad range of ser-
vices from which to choose, in-
cluding 3 delicious meals daily,
monitoring of sclf-administered
housckeeping,
laundry, transportation,

Grand River Village

OF FARMINGTON HILLS

you need more than a
place to live, we're here to help.”

single

Grand River Village's catered liv-
ing program provides many older
adults the opportunity to maintain
a lifestyle free from institutional
housing. Our affordable monthly
rates provide you with your own
beautiful
apartment where you can live life

story garden

your way, even when
you need a
little extra
help.

36550 GRAND RIVER AVE. « BETWEEN DRAKE & HALSTED * FARMINGTON HILLS
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2l don't know what It Is. We Just play with our

hearts. We have no size,

, 80 we fly to the ball

like plranhas. That's what coach (Gary Griffith)

calls us.’

Ray Dawood
Troy footbell player

rushing and scored 19 touch-
downs, “For the Henry Ford
game, we were just kind of going
through the motions, but CC, it's
exciting to be playing them. CC ia
supposed to be the team to beat
but I think we can beat them.

“I don’t know what it is. We
just play with our hearts, We have
no size, so we fly to the ball like
piraphas, That's what eoach
(Gary Griffith) calls us.”

CC beat Mumford 28-12 in a
first-round game to reach the Re-
gion 3 final. Mumford's offensive
line averaged about 300 pounds
and included tackles that weighed
360 and 340 pounds, respectively.

If the Shamrocks considered
them giants, then the Colts ore
midgets. Troy's biggest offensive
lineman is senior tackle Aaron
Maestri, who is 6-fect-2, 240
pounds. The rest of the Colts line
includes guord Joc McKay (6-10,
170), center Clayton Swenson (5-

More football, Page 3B

first quarter after a pair of early
CC turnovers,

“It was a cold, windy day,” said
Troy's '85 quarterback Kurt
Schram, reached Tuesday at his
job at the Chicago Board of
Trade. “CC had 25 pounds on us
at every position. They were good;
they hit, but we hit just as hard.
Their cheering section did all its
chants, clapping, turped their
backs on us. But our defense
stuck it to them.”

CC had several all-staters, in-
cluding linemen Dan Nash (Stan-
ford) and Nick Varajon (Teledo)

and wide receiver/defensive back

9, 165), guard Ajuy (5-7, 205) and
tackte Nick Truza (6-1, 185).

Troy's defense hasn't allowed a
touchdown in 10 quarters and is
led Ly linchacker Jeff Fisher (6:0,
190), Another active defender is
tackle Carl Barnes (6-7, 140}, who
is amaller than any of CC's defen-
aive backs.

“I think we hit our peak
(growth) in scventh grade,”
Dawood anid.

CC averages about 240 pounds
across the offensive line and is led
by senior guard Joe Suhajda (6-3,
245) and two-way tackle Aaron
Babicz (6-2, 240). The Shamrocks
rarely throw and feature tailback
Freddie Taylor and [fullback
Jason Krueger to go with two-ycar
starting quarterback Chris Barba-
ra in the backficld,

Taylor, who gained 157 yards
and scored four times last week,
leads the Shemrocks with 847
yards,

Ken Wandzel (Michigan State).

“It was a great season, we just
didn’t have a great game,” Vara-
jon said Tuesday night. “As soon
ns 1 saw the scouting report, ‘I
soid, we're going to roil, They
were so much smaller thon us, I
came out there to play. I wanted
to nbuse this team, (To losc) was
the worst feeling in the world.”

CC's famed “Brick Wall De-
fense” didn't suffer many cracks
but the turnovers were too much
to overcome, Troy scored on a 9-
yard pass from Schram to Eric
Jenkins and a 35-yard field goal
by Scott Kania,

“You put on that {CC) uniform
and feel you just can't be beat,

Troy capitalized on six CC |
turnovers In winning that playoff |
gome seven years ago but CC
coach Tom Mach said this year's
team is “probably the beat we've
ever had at not giving the ball

up,’
The Shamr?lcks have 10 fumble
i 13 i fi

an
They have fumbled only four
times, losing two, and Barbara
has thrown three interceptions,

Defensive backs Brady Pankow
and Jeff LaChapelle lead CC with
three interceptions cach.

“We haven't turncd the ball
over all year — knock on wood,”
Mach said. *“Troy looks like a rea
good football tenm and it has onc |
of the better defensive units we'll !
face, They're very quick and han
dled themselves well against Hen
ry Ford.” H

Griffith said the Colta must:
utilize their speed and aggressive. |
ness and the leadership of senior !
quarterback Bill Helst (24 of 50
completions, 322 yards).

“Their strength is in the offen.
sive and defensive line,” Griffith
said. “We don’t match up physi.
cally with them, they have great
tradition and o coaching staff sec.
ond to none. We have to make the
ficld as long as we can for them.
We have to have good special
teams work and no turnovers,”

and up to the last 30 scconds |
thought we eould win,” Wandzel |
anid Tuesday. “That's the way I
felt, but they made me a belicver »
— that they were giant killers, |
They beat all the top teams and
had good athletes, :

“When we made turnovers, they «
made the best of them, When they -
made turnovers, we couldn't capi-©
talize” R

Said Jeff Rioux, a defensive:
back/wide receiver and punt re-:
turner on the '85 CC team: “We;
thought we had the team to win it
all. No one wanted to get on the-
bus, we all wanted to go back and
play the game we should hove
played.” -

Great Western. We'll

torture. At Great Western, it only takes 72

Once you submit a completed application package, you can rest assured
you'll hear from us in 3 working days. Wh
escrow is ready to close, the money will be there for funding,

You won't have to worry about a rate hike either. We honor quotes on our
adjustable rate mortgages for 60 days from the time of application. . .unless
rates go down. Then you'll get the lower rate,

How can we do it? We're one of the nation’s leading lenders. And our loan
offices are authorized to approve loans on a local basis.

So if you're anxious to get moving, contact your Great Western loan agent
or REALTOR: Or call 1-800-GW-ASK-US.

always be there. 5

The 3-Day Home Loan.

Waiting for your home loan to be approved doesnt have to be slow, painful

hours to get a home loan approved.

at’s more, you can be sure that when

" Bloomfictd Hills, 1825 S. Woodward Asc. (313) 3320494

GREAT WESTERN

Great Western Mortgage, A Great Western Financial Company
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